TRURBDAY, JaNvaRY 4, 1923

'NEW ZEALAND TABLET

33

S

Mustapha Kemal
The Man of the Hour

Wio is this Ghaeir Mustaping Wenal Pasha, the ham-
mer of the Grecks, and how dlid he arise to fame® Teo
begin with (suys Cwreent Opinion for Novewber), he is
41 years old and thus in the prime of life. Next, he is a
Turkisl: officer, of high rank, trained in the Military
Schiool of Constantinople under German instructors,  Thiy
means that he is well disciplined and orderly in his methods,
able to organise transport and munitions and well ae-
guainted with all that is meant by modern war.  During the
Gullipoli campaign he was on the Turkish general staff
and he thus knows every inch of the ground around Con-
stantinoplo and the Dardaneiles. Like all ruling Turks,
he is an accomplished linguist, speaking Fronch perfeetly,
In appearance, he is almost a Westerner,  Hig upiform is
Kuropean in cut, and out of uniform he wears an English
suit of tweed. His hat is the Asintic kalpak of lanb's
wool, rather larger than the cloth fer.  His face is elean-
shaven, save for the mustache, and the featnres ave spure
of flesh, with ne trace as vet of the milliness which comes
of oriental indulgence.  Wemal Las lived as an aseetic.
In Amerviean money, hix income works ont at 180 dollars
a month.  He s unmarried,  And in oo overy real sense he
is homeless.  Usnadly reserved cond vourteons, he is eapable
of formidahle wrath, and he luis ¢ will of cold stecl. He
Is an aristoerat and a gentleman, but absolutely  ruthloss
in the pursuit of lis nims,

Those who speak with authority assure us that Kemal
is mot a relighons fapatic, is 1iheral to the point of Tom-
inism, devoted 1o his Tcarmtry and anxions te wive it
the fruits of western culewre. He has the masked counten-
ance of a good poker plaver, vet the mask itself hetrays
certain qualities,  The firn chin and stratcht  moutli—-
there is the fichter who stopped the Briti<h ae Gallipoli
and who has now convertedl an even wmore forlorn hope
into victory,  The high forehead aud
exes—there 1s the thinker and jdenlist,

Indecd, when he wears glasses Tie micht be mistaken
for a professor,  Withal |his Liare the composite
imprint of & visionary, iwpriconed and exiled for his
opinions by Abdub Hamid, and of 0 wan of action whose
dream lias heen in the ashes of the Ottoman Frpire.

Heois a Turkish-made mane educated ontively in Tur-
key's commen and military school—ta which he had added
travel in’ most Earopean connteies—and o
—his father was & petty enstoms official,

To understand Kemal, vou wust koow where he was
horn and hred. He and his farmer friend, Fover Pasha.
hailed not from Turkey in Asin but irom Thiirkey in
Kurope, They were matives of Mucedonin, that is. uof the
territory in the Balkans where the Turk, thoush in a
minerity, insists on heing top dou.  Kemal
these Luropean provinees lost o Turkev, TUnless the Turk
rules others, he cavuot live, and hundreds of thonsnids
have migrated from Furope to Asia Minor, not boeanse
they were in danger of appression hy Serbia, Greece, and
Bulgaria, but beduuse, i remaining, they would have had
to abandon their many privileges, especiaily that of plunder-
ing otliers, as tax-gatherers. The background of Kemal's
sonl is thus a profound cmbitterment and it is 1o wonder
that he demands from Eurepe the provinee of Thrace. on
the Eurcpean side of the Dardanclles. which would give
him o hridge-head for further recongyest. He 1s not
interested in Thrace ws a provinee comeeded te him hy
diplomacy.  What he wants is a Turkisli army again on
Luropean soil.

If Turkey had jozzed along in the old way, Kemal
would have beey merely one move of her military satraps,
neither better nor worse than o hundred others. But
when this century opened, Turkev was breaking up frem
within: The centre of revolt was Salonica, the same town
as Thessalonica to which St. Paul wrote his two epistles,
and there Enver led the Young Turk movement which drove
the Sultan Abdul Hamid into imprisonment. A parlia-
ment met,in Constantinople, and it was hoped that Turkey
would hecome truly liberal, granting veligious equality to
her ecitizens and emaneipating her women. These hopes
were disappeinted. In 1912, the Balkan War broke out,
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Turkey was beaten, and the Young Turks under Enver
placed the fortunes of ths country in German hands.

Kemal had always been difficult to deal with. He de-
clined to associate himself with Knver's Govermment and
led ine opposition at Tonstantineple. Tu Gallipoli 1
relled with his superior officers, rud when Turkey surren-
dered to the Aflies, Kemal refused to aceept defeats The
Parliament or National Asseinhly was stil] niecting in Con-
stantinople where was a plantom Sujtan, who had ne
choive save to submit to the Treaty of Sevres, sigited on
August 20, 1920, But Kemwl gathered up the Turkish
Nutionalists, led them inte Asia and, after various con-
ferences, set up a permanent government at Angora, where
he became President, or, as we should say, Speaker of the
National Assembly. He announced what seemed to be on
paper a liberal and moderate programme. He would have
nothing to do with the Pan-Tslamic movement, or with a
holy war, convulsing ludin and Moroeco, and Egypt. He
had na wish, he &id, to reconquer Arabia, Syria, Pales-
tine, and the Balkans, Al he wanted was that the Turks,
when o mujority of the people, should govern the country
that they had thus made their own. On these lines he
proposed to the Christians that they should form a Turkish
Orvthodox Chnreh, fidenendent of the Patriarch at Con-
stantinople, which also seented reasohable enough, until
you realised that it was cquivalent o asking, let us say,
an American Catholic to cut off his Choreh from the Pape
and the Vaciean  Verv soon the same cruelties were im-
posed o the Armenians by Kemal s had heen imposed
by Enver and Ahdu! Hamid, and the character of the man
ix xeen dnthoy Faet that in the district of Smyrna, even
alter the sack of that city, Kemal refused to cuarantee the
lives of any Christians hexond o certain immediate date,
1£ these dwellers under bis authority would not clear aut,
they must take the consequences

It s this irreconcilable fanatic, cold, implacable, and
merciless, who stands at the gates of Constantinople. Fear-
ing his fury,*the City has heen in a terror, In refusing to
nerotinte, Kemal has been, in f:lc‘t..insisting on conguest
by the sword, and the whole available British 1jeet has
hastened to him. Powerful naval forees from the
Proited States ave also crossing the ocean.  For it may
well be that the great American home of learning, Robert
College, in Constantineple, is st stako.

Remal may not alwavs have heen s ambitious as he
v revealed to-day.

resist

But Lis very suceess has drawn upon

itm the hopes of enthusiasts whom be cannot control. In

the Iast, there are and can be no Lalf measures. QOne is
either the Chosen of God and Vather of the Faithful or
one s nothing bui thie Slave of the Padisha.

Kemal 13
thus driven forward by the furee

of liis own momentum.
Thermomentiom has alrondy lipset two sovercigns on their
thrones.  Constantine, King of Greece, has again abdi-
vated, leasving his palace to Prince Goeorge, ]
vession Is nov pereeptibly nearer to his
Christopher. whos married Mips. Naney 1
anoAmerican eitizen, Maliammed V1., the Sultan, has
also heon doposed. For the time heingg, he is succeeded by
s cousin, Prince Ahdul Moedjid.

and the suc-
Lrother, Prince
wods (Anastasia),
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For Catholic Journalism

The Congress of La Bonne Presse
Puris sder the presideney of the Carilinal-Archbishop.
Many bishops of the various dioceses in IFrance were also
present at the reunions, at which distinguished speakers
extolled the useful work of the zood press. At the opening
conference the Abbe Dethleem dwelt on the fuet that
Cathelies sowetimes do very jittle to help the propagation
of good literature, PFather Calot, S.)., delivered un
eloquent address in whieh ho advocuted anity amongst
good works—that is, he advised the associates of various
charitable organisations to work i comiren. He also
appealed for fervent prayer for the diffusion of Catholic
literature, and urged -those present to support Catholic
journalism as best they could, 3L Bousquet and Mgr.
Lecomite likewize emphasised the necessity of a spirit of
prayver, and the former speaker expressod the desire that
Catholics should endeavar to he propagators of Dakin e
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