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Chief Secretaries, began with a speech balmily nndertalking
‘to wipe out the very recollection of Gladstone's Home
Rule or of Parncll’s Suspension of Evictions Bill from the
Irigh mind.”

The first of the “Low-Rent Ofces” was held by MM,
Dillon and myself at Portumna carly in November, and it
was a portent the amazing character of which those of a
later generation can little realise.  “Tho November rent-
‘office” of my {irsy, experiences in itlie West was for the
Irish peasant a tribunal as full of dread as was the torture
chamber of the Three Inquisiters for the prisoners of the
Venetian Puzzi. The famished wretches stood shivering
for lours iu the winter blast, waiting their turn to be
admitted one by ouc te the place of ugony, where the
agent sat awaiting them an Dis table with o loaded re-
volver heside him, and *“the rent-warner's' sinistor fizure,
more menacing than the revalver, loomed up Abhorson-ike
cut of the glooni. There was not the mere question of
rent to bo settled, but the tenant's soul to be laid hare
and subjected to unimaginable tormeuts and honiliations.
Even if le could wring out ol the twisted handkerchiof
which answered him for a purse the last crown of a rack-
rent which the luw courts have since proucunced 1o he the
meanest forn of thievery, he Jad still to auwswer the eross-
examination of the rent-warner as to how nmeh he had
received for the little vearling at the Jast fair, how many
horhams had ceome with the last litter. haw much the
first out-crop of the reclaimed sirip of mountain had
fetched, in order to decide whether an inerease of rent
wight not b judivionsly clapped on. Did e contemplate
marriage, ho had to petition for the consent of the agent
by a trembling disclosurs of the name of the airl of his
choice, the amount of her “lortune,” the value of the
beds or Louschold furnitnre shoe would hrine to the cabin,
Was it his son he was going to settle dewn, the nguisitors
were more mereiless still in cutting off the wost precious
peund of flesh for the profit of the estaie in the transace
tion. Had ho fergotten the ront-warner's Tduty'! zeose
o Michoelmas, or awnkened his areed for the reclaimed
pateh of Tund, or had his sen wuffled the august man's
dignity by a sauey answer o some insolent arder [or
“duty-work’ (that is to sax, unpaid slave Jabar), or was it
a widow who hesitated at the order to send hor fajr-haired
child out to service at “the hig house’ ' —the rent-warner's
power of life and death was no less deadly effeetive than
tho agent’s. A scow! on the hrow of the one or the oiler
might mean = doubled vent, ar a six wonths cjectment
notive, at the expiration of which, even withouy g Farthing
of rent unpaid, a man wmight bo evicted from the home of
his fathers and of Lis children, the fields his own labor il
money had fertilised torn from him to hecome the prex of
some landgrabber or “big hullock-man,” and he and lis
swept out of sight into the workhouse or tha Tield of an
emigrant ship. They toiled, they starved, they eringed,
with as littlo thonght of resistanes as their nsses had of
hoiding out for the privciples of the Trench Revolution,
How often Tavo T seen every act of the tragedy  with
aching eves! And how lightly the free children of such
houdsmen now csbimate the revalution whicl has struck
off {lieir chaing!

{To bo continned.)
Na'as

The “Siug Germ" is the only germ that “NO-RTEB-
BING” Laundry Help will allow to live in the wash-house,

FIF NG COMPETITION

£10 IN CASH PRIZES, OR A0/50 TR HALYF THE
ENTRANCE FEES EXCTEDS £10.
Just take a pen and paper, and in four words tell the

Gonville Ghurch Committee” your answer to the Iour.
Word Question. :

WHAT IS YOUR WISH?
For example: “Health, Wealth, and Happiness.”” Tha
wish may be for vourself, or anybody or everybody,
Prizes go to the cleverest answers. Originality, com-
pleteness, ete., will count in judging. Spend a night
“wishing'—it's great fun. )
Entrance Fees—Ono entry, 1/-: three, 2/8; scven,
§f-. Bend as many as you like bv July 24 to—
- Rev. K. I. McGrarm,
Box 297, Wanganui.
BS Watch Tablet for Results, <3

Cannibalism and Chivalry

(By G. K. Curstrrron, in the New Witness)

A distinguished lady has just returned from a visit to
a very interesting community, such as the most enlightencd
and experimental sociclogists love to study. It has already
experimented in many of the innovations still only tenta-
tively advocated in tho newspapers; for Instance, it iy a
socicty in which women propose. Nearly everything about
it strikes the same modern note; we are told that tho
Happers, or very young women, have o eonsiderable cmo-
tional expericuce, and thal degree of prosress whiclh some
eall precocity, Itois true that when the precocious lady
lis proposed to the more or less cemplacent gentleman,
other things sometimes follow.  Sometimes the aentleman
hits tho lady on the head with = elul. Sometimes Lo evoh
eals hiers Buob from an cularged point of view, I am not
sure thay this lust detuil ought to militate against the claim
of the secicty to he truly modern.  We kuow that the mark
ol medern emaneipation is the climnation of wtificial
boundaries; whe nob the artificial boundary between one
kind of cold mear and another® We know it moeans the
ealarging of one Bibls and praver hooks till they contain
sl the Seriptorves and litanies of all the rehigrions of the
world. Why not the onlargement of our cookery looks
and hills of fare, until they cover all the varied customs
of tho various tribex of the world? We know it specialises
in the idea of assimilation, or the digestion of different
svstems Into a substantial unity; and where could there bo
i more perfect example of assimilation than anthropo-
phagy® The very word rontains the Green substance of
the word philantliropy. Indeed the word philanthropy, by
a shight extension of its meaning, might be used ag a
euphemism for cannibalism. T once saw an ethical hymn
hook, full of religions poems purged of the irrelevant ex-
pletive “God.”  In this an ald and familiar hymn reap-
peared in the form, “Nearer, mankind, to thec, ncarer tgo
thee” Tt always snegested to me the couditions of o suffo-
eating crush in the Tube. But 1 an nob sure that tle
expedicny of cannibalisin does nou more aptly represent
tho idexs of the hyim. or even solve the problem of the
Tube, 1t seems to he the mesy effective and economical
way in which many conld he combined in one: and we
could unite the wssinilation of suhstanes with the amplifi-
cation of space. Nothing stands in the way of this reform
except one of these sentimental prejudices or siperstitious
fonrs, which wo are more and more shedding in every other
department of life,

Anvhow, what interests me at the moment ahout the
account of the Cannibal Tslands given Ly the intrepid lads
explorer is not the second point about cannibalism hut the
first, point about eourtship. It is perhaps the more practical
and immediately relevant of the two. Progress goes step
by step; and we shall probabiy see ladies abtain the privi-
lego of preposing hefare they ohtain the further privilego
of being caten. And the fact thay the women whao asked
the men to marey them are also the women who allow the
men to brain them interests me very much m o larger
connection. It interesis me very much; hut it doecs not
surprise me at all. The two things scem to me to o to-
gether quite naturally and even inevitahly, T think 1
should always have argued in the abstract that it must ho
so. Describe to me some remote or imaginary Utopia in
which » man has 2 harem so literally like a herd of cattls
that he can even kuock a wife on the head and eat her;
and I think I eould have deduced from that fact alone that
the woman proposed to the mau as in the most advanced
nevels ol the Suffragettes. ’

1 thoso novels and the newspapers that review tliem
it always seems to be assumed that the custom of letting
the proposal come from the man indicates in some way the
greater despotism, or at least the greater dignity of the
man. In itself it obviously indicates the exact opposite.
The despot does not crave an audience with his. subject,
or beg a boon of lis subject. The subject eraveg the
andience from the despot, and begs tho boon of the despot.
Tho King does not petition the people; the peaple petition
the Wing, In short, it is certain that the custom, as it
has existed in moderately recent European history at least, :
is o part of the chivalric idea of a certain kind of dignity
belenping to the woman which does not helong to the man,
Now it is perfectly consistent to say that the chivalric
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