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NEW ZEALAND TABLEY

ON THE LAND

' MARKET REPORTS.

At Buraside lust week 274 head ol fab caitle wero
yarded, consisting of several pens of goml quality eatile.
Prices, as compared with the previews week's sule, were
from L0s to 35s per head lower. Quotations: Prime bul-
locks £10 to £11 10s, wedium £7 Is Lo £8 s, light anld
unfinished £6 Lo €6 10s, Leifers and cows Lk 105 1o L6
Pat Steep.—3750 were yarded, a Taiv proportion ol which
consisted of extra heavy wethers, the halanee comprising
good freesing wethors and ewes. The demand was not at
all keen, and prices for heavy sheop were casier by 25 por
head, while lighter sorts were 1s per head lower. Quota-
tions: Ioxtra prime weibers 1o 3s, prime wetlers 285 to
305 9, medium 225 6d to 245 6d, light 17% to 19 Gd, extra
prime ewes 1o 27s U, prime ewes 185 to 205 Gd, nmiediun
ewes s to L3s G, Tight and aged from 9s up. IFat Lambs.
—19245 head were varded, for which freeaing hoyers wero
operating at about the same price as the preceding week.
Piws~ A full yarding was offered, all classes Dheing rep-
resented.  Tho demand was somewhat slaek, and prices
showed 2 reduciion of fully 10s per read as compared with
the preceding week's rates.  Best Dhaconers realised from
6d to 61d per I and hest porkers from Tid to Tid per 1

© At Addington market last week yardings of all seetions
of stock were smaller,  Tab Lambs sold a shade better,
likewise prime fat sheep, but beef was unaltered, and
store sheep senreely sold as freely as on the previous week.
at Lambs,—4903 were penned, about 500 less than last
week. The bulk were unfnished,  The sale epened at the
j]t'(l(:edit]g week's values, bub firmed up near the finish,
and averaged about 7id per Ih. Extra prime lambs
23s to 305, prime 21s 9d to 24s 64, mediom 14 9d to 21s
6d, Yight and unfinished 165 6d to 19s 64, Tat Sheep.—
A smaller varding and o hardening fendency for heavy
sheep, light cwes being slighily easier.  Prime sheep were
generally hevond exporters” limits.  Dxtra prime woethers
975 Gd to 3bs, prime 23 to 275, medinm 19 9d to 22s 94,
light and inferior 17s to 195 Gd. Lixtra prime ewes 23x to
235 9d, prime 195 to 22 0d, medium Tls & to 18 O,
lighter 125 ta T4s 6d, old 95 104 is 17 94 Pat Cattles -
A yarding of 430 compared with 308 on the previous week.
A special line of 12 averaged over £17, but fer average
heef values were the same as on the preceding week.  Extra
prime steers €14 o C18 s, prime £10 Lo €13 55, wedimn
€7 T0s to £9 17s Gd, inferior £5 55 to €7 55, prime heifors
£5 5s to L7 198, erdinary £3 to £5, prime cows €1 15
to L6 13s, ordinary €3 to £4 195 Gd. Vealers. -Anything
wood sold at 10s per head hetter than on the previons
“week.  Ruuners to £5, pood vealers £3 10s to L1 'l(}s;
medium £1 10s to £2 55, small calves from Ss upwards.
Tat Pigs.— The demand was only moderate. Choppers £3
to £4 10s, Light haconers £3 to £3 10s, heavy £3 15s to
£4 53, extra heavy to £4 15s (average price per 1h Gd),
Hght porkers 40s to 435, Tweavy 475 6d to Sbs (wverage
price per b Yid to 8d).

Riaiacaia g iarnisiad .
THE CLAMPING OF SEED POTATOES.

Potatoes intended for carly planting should not be
Teft until the spring, as, however earvefully these are stored,
it will he found that they are sure to grow out, thus
necessitating the tubbing off of lony, elongated growtl,
the removal of which must necessarily weaken othier growths
which have to follow (savs Form, Field, and Fireside).
Serious mistakes are made by storing carlv seed potatoes
in hoxes in teo warm a temperature, or where extremes
of cold and heat are apb to he experienced. A cool cellar
or ground floor is to he preferred to a loft near the roof,
as such positions are extremely cold in the winter and
much too hot during the early days of spring. In order
to secure heavy crops, shert, sturdy sprouts are essential,

An ideal way of storing sced potatees is to place them
in the sprouting tray Immediately the erch is lifted, as
this does away with the labor of clampiug and then un-
clamping in the spring. Xarly potatoes in partienlar are
_sure to sprout in the clamp, and the sprouts are net only
broken off once, but several- titnes during the period of
storing, until by the timo they are plaited the tuber

lias beeoms exeessively weak.  Tho tulers must not he
subjected to severe frost, and the hoxes should, therefore,
he covered with sacking.

When aeranging the tiees of chitting trays, they should
he so placed that as much lidht as possible ean reach
the tobers, atherwise the spronts will Lecome drawn up
and weak,  Speeial trays may be omwle ab home ot of
old packing cases. Fhe standard size is nsoally three feet
lonz, one foob wide, and three inches deep. In each
corner s nailed ao square corerdpivee, seven inches longs,
and to Lhese is fixeit ai each end of the hox a eross-piece
1o earry {be handle-bay, which runs the whale length of
the box, and mnst he strong cnongh Lo carry it by when
fall. The high vnds enable light to pass in over the sides
when the hoxes are piled in tiers,
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WINTER WASHING OF FRULT TRERS.

A matler which may at the present time advanta-
goously ceenpy the attention of those farmers and small
holders who have plantations or orchards of fruit irees is
the cleansing of the trees with a view to confrolling insect
aid fungus pests, Fxpert froie growers konow that the
winler work in connection with fruit erchards eomprises,
first ihe thinning ol overcrowded plantations by jndecious
pruning, thew any neeessary top-wraiting, and after, the
washing of {he trees with a —winter wash,” manuring
heing carried out some time during the winter as o part
of the scheme.

With reward to the winler washing of froit trees {saya
a Home papery, this operation removes muoss and lehens
and reduces ihe monber of pests to which the trees are
subjeet,  The chief of them are the Wendly Aphis, Mussel
Seale, Codlin Motl, and Blossom Weevil, all ol which spend
the winter on the Lrunks or brauches of the tree, under
Tanse seales of harl, or among the moess and lichen.

Three elasses of wash are in laivly general use. They
are the strougly eanstic fluids, Lhe chief inpredient  of
which is caustic soda, the lime sulbhur washes, made by
Botling lime and sulphur, awd the lme washes, The last
are the simplest form, and are made from lime snd water
alone.  Their actien i4 essentinlly that of a covering
wasl, ihat is to sav, thoy leave a deposit or covering laver
over the surface of the truuk and hranches and so imprison
inseets or eees. Thoy have alko o definite clenusing effect.

A great many growers are Lhis season using this wash
alone, and an aceount of its cheapness and general offee-
tiveness it may be speeinlly recommmended. 1L is not, of
course, so uxeful in had cases of neglected trees as the
first or second elasses of wash, any of which, it thoroughly
applied, will give the trees o cleaning which will last some
time.  The strong washes, wdeed, showdd not be nsed every
vour, and when ihey are emploved preat eare should he
taken with them, as they will damage the haads  and
clothes and any vegeiation of a more lender kind than
tha wood or hark ol o tree,

The Dbest time to apply the lime  washes is  the
carly spring just before the huds breal, though they may
be used later, ahuost until the bursting of the blossoms
without 11l effect, provided they are earvefully applied. In
fack, against insect pests, the later applications give the
hest resalty,

A good cawstie wash is made from 2 to 21 of caustic
soda and 1) gallons of water. The soda in powder form
ix simply dissolved in the water and the solotion is ready
for use.  The wash should be sprayed upon the tree, every
part of the trunk, hranches, and twigs being covered, Tt
is not widvisable {0 allow livestock 1 grass orchards for a.
week or two after spraying.

The lme sulphur wash can e made from 1 gallon of
lime sulphwr being dissolved in 14 gallons of water. A
concentrated solution 18 hought ready-made and  water
added to it. This wash should not he used in a copper
machinoe

A good lime wash is to be made from, say, 15lh of best
¢ aicklime added to 16 gallons of water. Care should be
taken to sce that the best fresh guicklime, of a purity of
Bout 98 per cent., 1s used. Builders’ guicklime often
containg impurities, is partially air-slaked, and should be
avorded. In making the wash, sufficient water should be
poured on to cover the lime while it is slaked, and the
remainder of the water should then he added, stirring
vigorously. The resulting Hme wash should he carefully
strained before 14 is put into the spraying machine,
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Outfit.

Earmarks, Cattle Burning Brands, Flesce Brands, Ear
Tags, Ram Clamps, Horn Trainers, Die Stamps, Tatoa The
!

'Phone 1103.
General Engineers, §6 Rangitikei St.,_PALMERSTE'N N
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