Trvrspar, Mavy 25, 1922.

Monsignor Cerretti
HIS ACTIVITIES IN PARIS.

(By P. 8. Creany, K.8.G., in tho Cafholic I'ress)

I had several opportunitics of meeting Monsignor
Cerretti, the Apostolic Nuncio at Pazris, and called to
bid him farewell oo darch 8 o is delichted to see Aus-
tralians, and dehights to hear even the slighiest news
about the land be loves so welll s last words were:
“It is not good-bye! [ hopo to see you again in Syduey
very shartly.” And when it was snggested that his visit
might be as a Cardinal to preside over the Eocharistic
Congress, ho smiled as if Lo say “Who knows?”

Monsignor Cerretti looks thinner than when lLo was
in Australia. The heavy and rexpousible work of the
past four vears has told on him, and he is now “helding
up’ tha mast difficult job in Vatican diplomacy.  But
when ho is reminded of some past episode; or hears a good
report of some of his friends, the old sparkle comes to
his eve, showing that he does not forget. He gets his
flatholie Press every week, and 5 xoon hecomes apparent
that ho does not miss an item. Little parochinl events
which happened long after he had left, aud wo had for-
protten, were recalled, and he 1s looking forward to next
season for visits {rom old friends. He had scen it stated
in the Press that Monsignor O'Gorman was likely to
visit Europe shortly, hut added that it might hoe in a year
ar so, when Parramatin’s PP would make Tos first visit
ad Lmine at the same time. There is very little happen-
ing, or about to happen, in, any of the five continents
that is missed by Monsignor Cerretti.

FRIENDLY FRANCE.

His work in Paris is of the greatest imporiznee. e
15 in touch with public men, friendly and uunfriendly, and
ho observes that he finds many men of singular ability in
Freach public life. Millerand, Poincare, and Briand are
men of keen feresight, and it is their devotion to France
whiich lias made possible the remarkable change of atti-
tude towards the Holy See that is noticesble everswhere,
One day last week we saw about 200 childeen marching
through the streets, wecompanied by nuns, o sight which
would have been impossible five or six vears age. Within
the new few months the teaching congregations, the nuns
engaged in charitable works, sueh ax hospitals and orphan-
ages, and even the contemplative Orders, will he haek
again, with unrestricted rights,

It would not he richt to discuss the personnel of the
public men who are pushing on this work. Practrcally all
of them, except the diseredited followers of Combes, sos
its advantages for France, Hven journals, which lave
little regard for religions, like the mest influential datly
in Paris, Le Matin, aro using their efforts to seenre justice
for the religious communitics. Tn the popular  House,
the Chamber of Deputies, the mujority in favor of liberty
15 about 250, bhut in the Senate, which cowes loss fre-
quently uader the clectoral whipJash, the majority is
really but five, Yet such pressure of pairiotism  was
brought to hear on the minority ihat the opening of
diplomatic relations with the Vatican was approved hy
the Senate witl a majority of 52. This majerity did not
mean that the maleontents staved away, for they came
and voled in faver, @ numher frem cach group sugaring
tho bitter mill by the declaration that they did it far
France. They really did it hecause they knew that the
power of the Press, wiieh made them, would leave them
stranded if they did not Low fo the inevitable, As one-
third of tho Senate retires overy three vears, tho election
renewals will increaso the muiority, and thus enable the
French political leaders to carry out more fully the poliey
which has already heen forecasted by President Millerand,

MAY REVISIT SYDNEY.

But it is no seeret that Monsignor Cerretti would
prefer a sphero in which ho would have less to do with
civic life, and could devote Tis ability to ccclosinstical
organisation.  As doyen of the wnbassadors, he is required
to attend many public functions whick have not the re-
motest conncetion with his sacred duties. Ho must ho
present at dinners and weleomes to royalties, and at civie
receptions, for which, as wo knew in Sydney, he has no
personal liking. DBuat it is his duty, and with the Paris
Nuncio, duty is a first consideration. Should it so hap-
pen that this deariy-loved prelate will kead a Pontifieal
delegation to Sydney, at the long-expected Fmcharistic
Congress, he will get a reception from Australians which
will not easily be forgotten.
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GILL- -MURTHY,

Plio marrinwe wos solemnised on Lhe 23th ult., at the
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Christehurch, by
Rev. o Thanraban (Darlicld), of Mr. Patrick James (31l
ctdest son ol Mro and Mres. P Gill, of Kirwee, and Miss
Margares Murphy, cldest daughter of Me. Thomas Mur-
phy and the late Mres, Murphy, of Co. Fermanagh, Ireland.
Appropriate music was played by Miss O'Conner, Cathe-
dral organist,  The bride, who was given away by her
cousin (Uetective Mellugh, of Auckland), was attived in
ivery crepe-de-Chine and overdress of georgette and train
of white satin lined with pale pink crepe-de-Chine.  She
also wore o eidad vell and weeath of orange blossoms,
and carvied o howgquet ol hot-house flewers. The brides-
mitds wepe Miss Susan Muorphy (sister.of the bride) and
Aiss Minnie Gl (<ister of the hridegronm), who wore
proity frocks of champagne crepe-de-Chine, and hats of
LWlack tulle relieved with gold trimming. Mr. James Gill
witx hest man, and Meo 1" MeHuogh groomsman,  After
the ceremony a receplion was held in the Hibernian Hall,
where g number of | gnesis were entertained and the ens-
tomary toasts honored,  The newly-wedded  eouple Telt
later for ihe north on their honevioon, the bride travel-
ling i a smart navy tailored eostumo and hat to mateh
velieved with hena, and gray fox furs,
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POLAND—ITILL.

The marrige was solewnised recently at St Mary's
Chareh, Paerog, by Bev. Father Duaphy, of Mr. Jawmes
Poland, cldest son of Mr. H. Poland, M.P,, and Miss
Joft Hill, ellest danghter of Mreo B Hill, Awaiti. The
hride, who was givin away by her father, was attired
i very satin. She alse were a handsome  Brossels-net
veil (lent for the occaston by the bridegroom’s mother),
and carvied a beautiful shower bougnet, Tl brides-
maids were Miss Fileen Poland, who wore a dress of
can-de-vil tafleta silk, and mob cap of eau-de-vil tulle
and silver leaves, and carricd a bouguet of vellow flowers s
and Mizs Amy Hall, who wore a lilae crepe-de-Chine dress,
mob cap of lilae talle and silver leaves, and carried a
bouguets ol dilae flowers, The hridegroem was attended
b Me Tvan Poland and Mr. Kruest 1L Appropriate
music was plaved by Mrs. Conke. After the veremony a
reception was held at the Returned Soldiers’ Hall, which
was tastefully decorated for the ceeasion.  The gnests were
roceived by Mrs. Hill (mether ol the Dride).  Numerous
and costly wedding presents, inelnding  several cheques,
were teceived. - The newly-wedded couple left by the
evening train for Te Aroba, én vonfe to Rotorua, where
the honeymoon was spent.
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It is not common experience that when we show to
persons who have never seen them before heantitul views,
whether in the ity or the country, which we have been
in the habit of passing by withont any sense of pleasure,
simply hecause we have heeome so aceustomed to the sight
of them, we find our own enjoyment renewed in their en-
joyment of the wovelty of the scene®—8St. Augnstine.
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