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Faith of Our Fathers

[A Weegrty IxstruorTion for Young anp OLp.]

Second Article: Redtlnm Between the Tiving and tho
Dead.

96. The relations betweent the living and the dead are
fonnded on the dogmua of the Communien of Saints. Wo
call the Communion of Saints that union whick cxists for
time and eternity hetween all the members of the Chureh
gathered inte one body, of which Jesus Christ is the head;
also thut cach participates in a certain manner in the
spiritual coods of the others

Let us here remember what has heen said clsewhere,
that the Chuarch of Jesus Christ, censideved in all its
extent, coniprises three hranches or three partinl Churches:
the Chureh militant. the Churels saffering, and the Chureh
trivmphant.  The first s composed of the faithful who are
on earth, the seeond of the senls in purgatory, the third
of the blessed in heaven. Thoese three parts form togeiher
hut one complete Churveh, one single suciety, one mystieal
body, one spirituat family, with Jesus Christ for head, of
which all the members ave animated with the same spint,
bonud by the iies of the same charily, and united Ty a
reciprocal Influence, which is called the Communion  of
Sainty,

[t js called the (nmmumun of Ralnts, and not the
comminien of Cheistigns, (1) hecause the name of saints
Jis wiven in Seriprure tooall the Feithiul: (2 because ol
have heen senctificd by baptism: (3) beeause ail are eallod
ta a stuge ol perfeet sanctity, and a ereat number have
already aitaived it.

it has boen said in the definition that the Communion
of Saints exists both during tine nmi cternity; heeanse
neitlier the nuion of ithe members of the Chareh between
themsgelves, nor the union with Jesus Christ their head, s
broken by death.

7. The members of the Clhimreh militant on earih hold
comununion among themwselves with the zouls in purgatory
and with the saints in heaven.

(1} Thex hold communion among themselves (1) by
the profession of the smne faith and the same hopes; (2)
by the participation iu the same worship aod the same
sacriments: (3) by the dependence om the same visihlo
head, who 3= the Poper By by the communily of spiritual
goods,

The spirttual goods of the Church, sueh as the lLoly
Sacrifice of the AMass, pravers, and cood works, are in
common amengst the faithful, without, however, detracting
from the merits of him who does the coed works, The
faithful participate in the goods of the whole hody: but
all do not participate in thc‘m enually.  Tach one reccives
aceording to the measure of his faith and charity. The
Christian who is in a state of wmortal sin, being like a
paralysed member, receives the least part: and notoriousiy
excommunicated persons, hereties, and schismatics, heing
members who are separated from the Church, are entirely
deprived of the Comnunien of Saints.

) The faithful on earth communicate with the sonls
in purgatory by the brotherly love which they feel tor
them; by the help which they procure for them: and, ve-
ciproeally, by the gratitude of the hoely sonls townrds those
who help them, and their prayers to God for their hene-
factors.

(3) They communicate with the saints i heaven hy
the honors which they render them. and, rm:i"pmmllv 1%
the benefit of the intercession whielh the saints make for
them.

28. Faith teaches us that the saints in heaven make.

intercession for us at the threne of God; and that it is a
hely and praiseworthy practice to henor and inveke them,
and to venerate their relics and imagos,
called tho homage due to the saints.

By the saints, wo understand the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God, the holy angels, and all the blessed
whom the Church has placed on her altars.

29. We have already spoken, in the chapter on the
Tucarnation, of the worship of Jesus Christ, o Whem we
render, hy reason of His divinity, the supreme worship dua
to God alone. The homage or worship rendered to the
saints is altogether different. They being creatures we
honor them as such, by a worship which is inferior to the
worship rendered to the Creator. In order to understand

This 1s what is

all that has reference to this matier, it is necessary to have
an exact idea of homage or worship ‘and the different kinds
of waorship.

By worship in general we mean the horor rendered to
a person or thing heeanse of his or s dignity or merit.
Wo call the object of wership that which s honored; the
mative of worship that (or which honor s rendered,

There are two distinetions 1o he observer here—(1)
uatural or eivil and relizious worship. The first, {fonnded
on oo natural digndiy, is that which is doe, for exaonple,
to parents from their elildven and from suhjecis to their
Lings, 1615 penerally ealled honer and respect,
wor

Religious

ship has for s motive the sapernatural dignity and
excellence of its objeet. e is ihis worship that we render
to God awd This sainis, te the Chuveb. amd 1o her saera-
ments and ministers,
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Leading French Composers Catholics

The paper Lo Liberte recently started an investiga-
tion among  the nuosicians and  deamatie crities of the
comtey to find whoe s considered to he the vreatest of
Freneh mnsicians sinee the desth of Saint-Sacens. The
answers showed that the two greatest Hving Freneh musi-
cians are hoth Catholie composers.

The majority of the composers and erities designated
Gabriel Fanre as the head of the Freneh sehool to-day.
By a strange caincidence Gabriel Faure suceceded Saint-
Raens as organist at the Madeleine, althouzh he resigned
about 15 vears ago when he heeame director of the PParis
conservatory,  Although he is known prineipally for his
symphonies and dnstromental works, Gabriel FPaure is also
the author of a famons Requiem Mass, which is considered
to e one of the masterpicees of modern musie, and alse
of nmgerous motots to the Blessed Sacrament and the
Blessod Viegin, the music of
cate and mystical poetie quality,

Some of the answers {e the investivation mentioned
Vineent 4'Tndy as the foremost Freneh composer, and even
those whoe did net wive him fivst place admit that Le comes
immodiately after (};mrivl Fanre, Countg Vineent &'Indy,
a pupil of Cesar Franck, has been the faithfnl enardian
of the doctrine of the y_rrvnt Christian anaster, and con-
tinnes s worle 1le is e diveclor of the Sehola Can-
torum, and Is oan avowed Catholice e has compesed
many symphonies and dramntic werks. He is alse the
anthor ol the very Christian Legend o St Christopher,
whicl, kst vear, was placed on the repertory of the opera
of Puaris.

vhicl s an mhth\ deli-

44
Support of Catholics from a Carious Source

“IE T were to helong to any Chureh at all, it weonld
be the Catholic Chureh,” was the «aving of Bran, the
famous editer of The Jroneclost, who was killed in the
streets some years avo by some

Juplist bigets. Whenever
a clinen of exposing frand or higutry came his way Bran
seimed i, o fact that re<ulted i his muordor. Bran, by
the way, was o Freethinker. By Mr. . A, Windle his
chaiv in the office of The Aromselost was tzken, and by
bim Bran's programme i being trenchantly carried out.
I reply te the attacks made from time to time by Bills
proposed in Congress by eongressmen ininiceal to the Catho-
lie sehools Windle steadfastly defends Che HBCOmMPromIsing
stand which American Catholies have taken., At present
aninsidions measture to wipe out all Catholic scheols is
heing prepared in Congress: the hisots never rest,  And
Windle as heen ene of the first to step into the arena on
hebalf of these sehools heesuse he hates the faleelood nsed
by those who clamor for nothing hut Siate sehools, “Charles
Carroll, ef Carrollton, the Cathelie, signed the Declaration
of Tudependence,” Windle writes.  “A Catholie education
did not impair the patriotista of General Phil Sheridan.
The “ hevo of Shenandeab’ did not peed an snti-Catholic
bigot to teach him patriotism. The * Rock of Chicamauga.’
General Themas, was o Catholie. Vincoln did net think
him a traitor.” Windle, like Bran, is a Freethinker, but
he hates |1.\'pn('ris_\'.—]‘7xc|l:ln,rso.
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