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in a pre-eminent degree by the land to the West, which
we call Ireland.”

So haseless are the assumptions underlving this para-
graph, ard so questionable are its terms thut I cannot
but wonder hiow a reviewer in an lrish Catholic puper
could have passed it without comment.

Irish Catholies, to whom this book of Father Stehhing's
has been so ably recommended, may well rub their eyes
when they find, in the paragraph quoted above, the im-
plied assertion that tlheir country ouly particinated iu the
historic title “‘Island of Saints™ or that thai appellalion
was ever applied, even remotely, to the land the
FEast, which we call England. In the cirenmstances, it
may interest my readers if | recall for them the facts of o
controversy which took place o few years
the English assumption of this title was submitted to
historical analyvsis by an Trish ceclesiastie living here in
Rome. The incident, which offered the opportnniiy of
this analysis, was tho use of a certain phrase in 2 speech
made by the TFrench Cardinal Andrieun, in replving to
an address presented by the Fnglish bishops on the oeeasion
of the celebration here 13 vears avo, of the beattfication
of St. Jeanue d'Are. In the aceonnt of the fuvction given
in the pages of the Faglish Cacholie weekly, The Tullef,
the Cardinal was reported to Lhave concluded his speech with
an exprossion of hepe and praver for the speedy
of the Island of Raints to the trne Faith. o a subsequent
number of the Telleé Mayv 15, 1900 o shart letter sppenred
from the pen of the Irish ecelesingtie referred to: the
letier pointed out that the Island of Saints had never
abandoned the true Faith, Leading Tnglish Catliolivs were
aghast at this implied c¢hallenge of Fngland’s right to the
title of “Island of Saints,” and some of them Loreied in
give the Irish champion a little lescon i history, They did
not know their man: in the event, they were veduesl to
silence, and the English pretension to the appellation was
shown to have ne historieal foundation.  Some monthe later
a historical treatwent of the whole question of the {itle
and of its English assumption ot it was published bere in
Rome, in a pamplilet: Tusult . Lo Stari
di un Titolg Usurpeto,  For the learned, that pamphict
said the last word. Yet hero (s “a scholarly hook Dy ffather
Stebbing” repeating the same old fiction i oa now and
more offensive form, a bock which Trish Cathalies are heing
implicitly advised to huy.

The first Fnglish champion, the subsequent ean-
troversy, was the well-known Bishep Vinglian, who was
at the time resident in Rome, In the fssne of the Teblel for
May 29, 1909, he published o lettor asseriing thal, while
Ireland Tiad long beem known as the Island of Saints,
England had eqguaily horne the sawe title in the azes of
Taith, Tn the course of the diseuseion it bheenme eviden
that the worthy Bishop based this definite assertion on
passages written by Cardinal Newman and hy Dr, Linuard.
Tt was soon peinted out to hine by ihe Irish protaconist
that the guestion al issue was, not what Newman snid or
what Lingard said, but, was this:
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are there any historieal

data of the awes of Faith to justity the assertion that

Fugland way ealled by that title. 1o was alse asked to
offer, in proof of his clain. some historieal aremment hased
on the ages of Faith, or at least to quote some historieal
authority of establishod repntation before Tingard's Gme,
When he fell huek an the statement ol the elaims of hoth
Newman and Lingard te be aeeeplod as fiestebrs historians,
who earefully weighed their overs word, and who would
never prenounce a judgment withant exeollent reasons for
it, he was told that his two wwhorities were no more in-
fallible than other Tistorians, and he was awsain pressed
for some historical proal of his first mssertion.  He Tailed
to offev it. Bt he stated that it was o deplorable faet
that the verdiet of [Lineard and Newman on Tngland's
right to the title in guestion. was insnfficiont to obinin
general recognition of that rvight. However, he laid the
flattering unction his  sonl that Fngland

to enjoyed

another title, “Our Lady's Dowry,” which he held to he in 7
some respects o more plorious narme; with that title he was

willing to be satisfied until more light should be thrown on
his country's elaim to the title “Island of Saints”

A sihsequent issuc of the Teblef contained a letter over
the name of Carnon Chinning, whe was responsible for, the
first and only attempt: in the course of the controversy
to bring forward awg historical autherity anterior to the
nineteenth r’ontur)‘,x suppert of the Faglish claim. The
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Canen appealed to the last words spoken by Blessed Edmund
Campion, in presence of the tribunal which sentenced him
to death. The force of the argument was derived from the
faet that the martyr had been sentenced in the year 1581,
and that in his speech before his judges he had referred to
England as the “Island of Saints.”” In the letter putting
forward this argument, the Canon gave, as his reference
pago 308, of tha Life of Edmund Campion, published in
1867, hy Richard Simpson. In that work there was given
a short speegh as made by the martyr before his death. So
far as he had gone, Canon Gunning appeared to he right.
But the Irish ecclosiastic was not undone. His Tetter
in reply 1o the Mnglish Canon, may justly be said to have
ended the controversy, although the dehate was not formally
closed for seme time afterwards. He stated that “any
respoctable authority of the sixteenth century or earlier
which attribnted to England the title of “Island of Saints”
was deserving of serious consideration.  He was quite
willing to consider Blessed Tdmund Campion as a eomn-
petent historical authority. But the trouble was that no
historical proof whatever, of the kind asked for, had been
offered i the name and with the anthority of the Blessed
Martyr. What Canon Gunning liad brought forward was
noquotation of a biography written in 1867, The martyr
on the other hand had suffered and died in 1581, Wherefore
ho asked the Cunon to refer him, not to the hiography
published by Simpson, in 1867, but to the historieal sources
of the alleged speech. His elaim was that if Blessed
Fdmund Campion actually used the expression attributed
te litm by his nineteenth ceutury hiographer, the historieal
proof of sueh use was to be found in docuwents or in
some sueh histarieal instraments of the sixteenth eentury.
Unhappile, Tor the cause he ospoused, the Choon did not
sive the required reference, presumably bocause no sueh
documents existed. The worthy Canon, therefore. no less
than the venerable Bishap, had failed to prove his ease,
When we seek to truce this wmistaken FEnglish notien
toits source, woe find that i6 may be attriluted io a rather
Horwd passage in Lingard's History end Antiquitis of the
Anglu-Noaron Chreh, Onpage 90, 0f the secomd  volume
{third London, 1843) there iz tn he found u
strangely worded passage, which is apt to deceive the jn-
alientive veader. T that passage the learned Lingard
seemis to have lald aside, for the moment, hic nsual mood
of philsophic detachment and 1o have allowed himsell,
creat historian thengh he was, to make o definiie state-
ment, for which he had not the smallest historical evidence
to offer. TLangard’s book containing this error was first
published in 1806, The Tnglish pretension to the title is,
therefore, of no greater antiquity than 120 vears. Such
a pretension, so far as we know, was never even heard
of in the ages of Faith. Yet, such as it is. this usurpation
of Treland's exelusive name was jnserted inte a publie
prayver for the English, as far hack as 1830, According to
a letter, whieh appeared in the Twhliei controversy from the
pen of Rev. J. Keating, S.J., the question of the justice
of the English claim to this title was raised in Cathelic
Opiwion inc 1868, by an anonymous writer, who successfully
ealled attention to the historical blunder invelved in an
English uwse of the appellation in guestion. In deference
to the demands of historical aceuraey, Wather Keating tells
s, Cardinal Manning gave the prayver a new form by substi-
tuting the expression “an Island of Suints” in the plece of
the more definite phrase complained of. In reference to
this change, it is scarcely necessary te point out that it
falls far short of what is required, for despite the altera-
tion the false inference is conveyed 1o the minds of
ordinary people. Tather Stebbing, in emploving the in-
definito article before the words “Tsland of Saints” sins,
it must ho confessed, in very eminent company. But he
can claim +for himself all the credit of that delightful
assertion, that Ireland shared in a pre-emirent degree
(whatever that means), the enjoyment of a title, which, in
point of historieal fact, was borne by no other land.
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FOR SALE IN CHRISTCHURCH (near St. Mary’s Church
and Convent Schools}), A LOVELY HOME, 8 Ronms,
all Conveniences; lawns, pardens, fruit trees, fowl
run; best street in Christchurch; £1500 and £300
deposit. Owner transferred. Particulars from Manager
Tablet, Dunedin.
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Ifwles_& Rawles

Gan supply all DRAPERY and-OLOTHING you need for
MEN, WOMEN, aud CHILDREN.——Phone 189. Box Bl.

Broadway, Stratford



