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BELITAST SQUEALS.

The gquarterly meeting of the Wholesale Merchants and
Manufacturers’ Association in Belfast, on Thursday, Octo-
ber 27, devated itself to the utierance of plaints conceruing
the hoycott of Belfast goods (writes J. ¥, DBoyle in the
London Cathelic Times). For a time the hizots of Belfass
thought they could silently defy the boveott, bub it has
boen_(;nusin,c_r, them greater and greater loss of trade us the
time passed, and at length they found it necessary to cry
out in order to relieve their feelings. Mr. John MeCau-
ghey, tho chairman, deplorved the position of the people in
the Sonth and West, who had to pay exorbitant prices for
their goods and could not avail of the liberality and cheap-
ness of Belfast. The Northern Parliament, to which the
Govermmnent had not yet transferred ihe powers it is ‘o
possess and which is struggling with financial diffieultics,
was unablo to help them, and therefore all they could o
was to call upen the Imperial Govermment, through the
Prime Minister of Northern Treland, to extend to them as
traders full protection in the dischargo of their legitimate
business. Mr. A. C. Marshall said their hacks were to the
wall. They all knew the extent to which the hayeott had
heen carried.  “We havo heen invaded in the North,” said
he, “and the hoycott is coming nearer to Belfast day by
day, se that we must do something.” Only that day a
merchant had told him that lie had recently sold & quantity
of flour and that after ane delivery he had received a letter
from his enstomer saving, “I cannot take anothor hapg of
that flour. The Belfast stamp is on the bags and they
won't hake it in the hakeries here.”” The Conseruence was
that the merchant lost £300 on the transaction owing to
the fall in prices. The resolution would a¢ Ieast show that
they thought the Governwent treated them hadlv,  Mr,
James Thompson spoke of retaliation. But retalintion will
not bring back the lost trade of Belfast; nor is there any
other method of doing so, save hy eontrition and « Promise
of amendment. The appeal to the Government, it iz quite
evident, is perfeetly useless. Peeple eannot be compelled
by law to deal with certain traders; ey can expend {heir
money as they wish, and Mr, Liovd (oorae, speaking an
the subject in Parliament, iniimated that oxeepl In eases
whera the law was distinctly violated the Government
could not interfere.  Some of the speakers nf the meeting
expressed regret that pelitical considerations shoukd have
entered into tho question of trading. But Beltast, Ly i«
anti-Trish action, challenged the people of the Soull and
West to yesent its tactics, and onr only surprise is that
they were so slow to he inflnenced by the provocation.
Nothing was said at Lhe meebing of 1he Wholesale Merelhanis
and  Manufaclurers’ Association as to these anti-Trish
displays and the intolerance displayed towards {he Cath-
alics of Ireland, hut tho Trisk Catholies do net forget thoem.
During the long years of the Fomo Ttule maovement, when
Belfast was Ditterly persecuting the Catholics of the city
and indulging in riots of which tlicy were the victims, not
a single proposal was put forward Lo punish tho ety for
a policy which was inexensable, It i« only when “Sinu
Fein,” which meant husiness and was determined {o secure
Justice for pedple of all creeds and elasses, took the matter
in hand that the heycott was serionsly enforeed, and theu
Belfast was guilty of a erime the iniquity of which was
never surpassed by any ciby., Thousands of workers were
foreibly driven from the shipyards and by an unparalicd
systetn of tyranny have heen prevented from earning their
living,
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“SOUTHERN UNIONISTS”: A REPLY TO TTIE EARL
- OF ARRAN.

The Irish Bulletin, replying to an article by the Tarl
of Arran in the National Teview, in which he suggests
that the British Government should subsidise the Southern
loyalists to enable them to leave Ireland, peints out that:

“During the last two years i has beon necessary to dis—

tribute certain lands amongs the occupicrs of uneconomic

holdings. © Phis has been done without confiscation. Dail
Bireann arhitrated hetween landlords and elaimants to land.
The landlords were paid for this land at its market price,
estimated by expert valuers.

SWhal smadl number of Soudhern Unionists may be
moved solely by hatred of their native land should certainly
lollow the Harl of Mrran’s advice, and leave their country
for their country’s good; but freland will not willingly
expatrinie any class which goes to make up the Irish
nation.”’

Dealing with the suggestion that the Trish army would
hes used o attack Ulster, the Bulletin says: ““Ireland has
no intention ol conseripting an army to wage war on
Ulster,” and on the question of taxation, it is pointed
out that the taxation which has gone to ruin the Earl
ol Meath financially was imposed hy the British Govern-
ment,

“The wealthy n:an in a free Ireland will certainly pay
more taxation than the poor man; bug both poor and rich
will pay less in taxation “to the Government of a free
Treland than they pay now to maintain the extravagant
misgovermaent of their country and subsidise the British
loiperial Government,
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DEVOTION oF IRISH PROPLE. :

Few realise fully the importance of the Irish raco in
the Catholic Church (savs an exchange), Ireland itself is,
of conrse, one of the most Catholic countries in the whole
world.  In this small island there are 3% million Tatholics
or b per cent. of the whola population. What is more
they are practising Catholies. There are no nominal Cath-
olics in Ireland.  Almost every other civiiised land includes
In its popualation a large proportion of Trish Catholies.
Pulting aside the United States te which Catholics from
Ireland have emigrated in nillions, what is the situation?
The British Lmpire comprises possessions in all”parts of
tha globe, 1t is computed that 48 per cent. of the Catholic
bishops of the British Empire are Irish. In Great Britain
and her possessiang abroad there are 13% million Catholics,
OF Ltheso 6.50,000 at Toast are Trish, that is to say very nearly
halt. In Great Britain txelf, as well as in Australia and
Canada Trish Catholics are the hackbone of the Church.

I drath persecution has its rewards and compensations.
Through penal laws dovised to kil (atholicity, and oppres.
sive palitical measures, millions of the Irish race were
driven from their native land. This emigration was not a
loss but w guin to the Churely, In mavy lands the emigrants
have become pioncers and pillars of the faith,

SEGEOG G
NATIONAL EDUCATION: VIEWS OF MOST
REV, DR, FOGARRTY,

Writing te a representative conference in Fannis, to
conxider the national cducation programme sanctioned by
il Kireann, Mr. de Valera said {ho canse of the Irish
Lngnaeo was neur his Lieart, and ehildren should have an
upportunity of getting o thoroughly Irish edueation,

Most. Rev. Dre. Foo
of tha programme

RIS

arty sent a message of approval
. and it was his desive that manapgers and
leachers in the diocese should {ake hmmediate and earnest
steps to carry it out. It is time,” declared his Lordship,
“to give up complaining about defects in our school pro- .
gramme, for which, T fear, we ourselves are in no little
degree responsible. Wo have the making of the pregramme
in our own hands, even under the National Beard. Tt
is time to make it efficient, practical, and worthy of Ire-
land,

“Tho schools of any country should reflect the spirit
and cultnre of that nation: otherwise they are not schools
ol education and light, hut of destruction and darkness,
and if the schools of Treland are not as Irish as they should
he—so Trish that a foreigner entering one of them wounld
feel that ho was in o distinetly Irish school, laden-~with
its Lrish atinosphere and cultivating at the same time all
subjects useful and suitable for the proper education of
young hoys and girls—the fanlt is, I helieve, not entirely,
indeed, hut a good deal, in our own a#pathy by manager
and teacher.

“The door is now open for the introduction of this
new programive, which has heen completed by the most
competent educationists in the country, neglecting nothing

practical and wscful, and giving the Irish language and
history their proper prominence.” -
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