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‘‘unanthorised programme” by which he made history that
year-in Scotland. But he only succeeded in recalling the
Old Parliamentary lland from Lis yuchting tour in the
dreamy company of the poct, Tennvson, to reassert his
ereative vitality hy setting out upon the Howme Rule oru-
sade Limsel with all kis bhanners spread and with all the
multitudinous forces of his senjus in full arrav. We who
took tho risks of making eur chaice hetween the Lwa men
found reason Lo consele owrselves for missing i {reloud
the speeches of a sparkiing rhetorician wha was, after all,
only an ingpired commereial waveller in the English Radi-
cal line, when there was produeed in the {ollowing Session
a Home Rule Bill with the thaumaturgic wame of (lad-
stone on the back of it.

Chamberlain, T think, never quiite foreave Treland vor
the sprefue fnjuric furmer. 1 know of no other offenee
on our part that could acceimt for the chauge from ihe
fearless Minister who was not to e daunted by any mount
of ignorant jabber about deggers and dvnamite frem eg-
tending a hand of weleeme to 2 voune Trishman only
notablo because he was cordially hated, to the cankered
Unionist politician who, many vears after, when there was
a heaven-sent chance of peace hetween the two nations,
delivered this final uhifer diciim 1o Captain Shawe-Tavlor
“The Trish questien T regard as T regard my gont. They
are hoth equally detestable and hoth absolutely inenrable.”
It must never he forgotten, however. that it Cliamberiain
erred in plotting his Trisl tour withoui consulting Glad-
stone, Gladstone had his searcely wore tactful vengeance
An committing himzelf to Home Rule without takimg his
most powerful eolleagne into his confidence, Nor can wo
who remember what it was to discern a not altoeether
unsympathetic exe on ile Mintsterial Bench, while the hate
of an all but wnanimons Heuse was hissing in our AT,
refuse Chamberlain's memory the justice of recalling that,
ever in the crizis of his conflict with Gladstone, he offerod
to let the Second Reading of the Home Rule Bill 6f 1986
go throggh, if it were to be remodelled on the Home Rule
of the Canadian Provinces, “0 warld! thy  slippery
turns!™ A quarter of a century of Irish disappointments
elapsed, Gladstone and Chamberlain were dead, and the
Home Rule Act at long lagt “inscrihed on the Statufe-
book” hy an all-potent Home Rule Ministry offered Treland

essentinlly a Parlinment of the ~ame tvpe as that of Quebvee s,

or Saskatchewan, which was rejectod when the offer was
made by Chamberlabf, and—ghastlior irony still—was never
to materialise at all until six pounds of flosh nearear to
tho heart were first ont from the Inir hody of Treland.
Did the Chawherlun of that doav wnder the Clock soe s
much further than myself over the ocean. of borrars
mutual injustices the two nations were destined to (raverse
in the same ill-omened ship in which Pitt launched Uem s
I wonder.

Fhe only other Fnglishman who approached me on the
cross-benell was Henry Labouchere,  He suipgered at Lhe
uotton that Chwmberlain was a man to he seandnlised by
aosniff of dynamite. “Joe is o mood deal wore likelv than
you to carry a nitro-glyecvine eariridge up his sleeve,
But it’s only intended to be exploded under the coat-tails
of his friends.,” Labouchore himself, hefore 1 had seen
him, we regarded as our trostiest of alljes among lnglish-
men, and that becaunse centnvies of waturalisation couid
not flatten him into an Tnglishman. The mobility, sprilig-
iness, and. delicacy of his figure wight have suerested the
graces of a dancing master, if they did not «till bheter
suggest the sprightliness of « French piow-pion on the
march.  And again, it must he owned, there was that in
his grimace which needed hut a daub of red paint ou the
cheel, and a pair of haggy white breeches, with his hands
in the pockets, to cquip him to set a circus in a roar. His
was the clarity of thought, the turn for scintillating opi-
gram of the finest French models, but bis was also an in-
curable addirtion fo persificge such ns it used to he the
English fashion to consider as iuseparable from the I'rench-
man as the hair of a scrubbing brush, ar the flat rim of
his hecwf-de-Jurme,  (Fngland has singe discovered with a

" comic amazemgnt that the France of Foch is not quite the
‘France of Béranger’s Lisette) In the words of a witty

Irish judge, “‘Labby’ went dam neay being a man of geniys.”
The fact that friends and fees combined to call him Hlabhyt

ought to have heen sufficient to explain to him why Glad-
stono refused to take him more scriously than he took Lim-
sclf, when the refusal to him of high office in the AMinistry
of 1893 onee Tor all hanished thig exguisitely  (in the
French sense) malicious seoffer o his eloister of Théleme
in his Florentine villa.

But by av lrishnan, ag least, his instinglive siding
with the imderdog, Lis wholly sincere tenderness for human
wealiness and pain, Lis chafing under the oternal mystery
of the world's misery, will not he forgetten, while tho
circwmstance that it was his wit that disabied hLim in a
dnll Puritan world for greatness will be readily eondoned.
Nocloud of winter showers ever drove him from the Trish
catse. Inoyears when the mention of Home Rule at a
Landon dinner-tahle would have heen nothing less than a
shoeking solecism in “Society,” Lahouchere performed the
miracle of making T ath a Lremendons financial suceess as
@ fushionable Gazette, while it weekly preached the most
extreme views of the Parnellites with an effrontery which
took wvay the breath of the fine ladies and cholerie ¢luh
snobs who took it in. Everything was forgiven to a styio
that cut like a diamond and a bondinblerie that never lost
its knack of amusing.  Not that he was not able to meck
at the funny side of Lrish affuirs, as well as at the pomp-
osity of their Enulish crities. One night a youthful eol-
league of aure, by whose grave Fngland is now readw
enotizh to drop a tear, was addressing the Saxon in one of
youll's fine frenzies, theatrieally thrusting his fingers
throngh his chestnnt hair while e roared out the pra-
pheey that “the Cossacks of Bussia wanld vet stable their
harses i the Heuso of Commons.”’  The Saxon, most of
whom had profrsely dined, were expressing their alarm at
the mprospect with vells of laughter. Lahouchere sidled
up to me with the pained remark: “What sort of young
man is this new Mr. —— vou've sent over to us?® It isn’t
that he's against law and srder—we're all against law and
order—Dbnt, hut veu lknew, he's such & blawsted awss!? To
himself every andacity was permitied by a House which is
never ungrateful to those who hrighten its havedom. I
remember bis once diversifying a speech on the Budget hy
turning te an Tnder Becretary, who comhined a largo
general grocery trade with statesmanship and addressing
to him the unexpected query: ©If vou add this tuppence
in the pound, I ask mv right hon. friend what will he bo
able to do we a good sound tea for®” It wus peradven-
ture some obsenre sngeestion of atavism that made lim end
s dars amony forcigners less toreiun than those who wonld
have forgiven him any disqualification Tor office hut a
pretiy wit, Many vears later, 1 lonnd the British Colony
in Ilorenee iu high dadgeon gt Lalby's resolute refusals
of cards to his own nationals for his fairy fetes at the Villa
Margherita, The conjecture mav not he altogether a wild
ane that lis boues rest more ut home i the cemetery
where San Miniato looks dewn over the all-golden sunsets
towards Pisa, than if respeetably tucked dway in some
post-martem dwelling-place of the British Philistines,

My “waiden speech™ came off & few days alterwards
wnrder overy condition that could for ever blight the am-
hition of a neweoner with anv respeet for Fuglish apinion.
The aeeasion arose quile unexpectedly in the debate. The
air was black tith the revelasions in Dublin ut the trials
of the band of desperadocs, strling themselves the Tuvin-
eibles, who had murdered the Chicf Seeretary and the
Under Seeretary in the Phoenix Park. The principal vil-
lain of the piceo was a member of the Dublix Corporation,
Janwes Carer, who had added to the infamy of his bloody
part in the conspiracy the still deeper damnation of turn-
g informer wpou his Younger dupes in a paroxysm of
terror for Lis own vile carcase. It was in a crisis of hun-
grvoanti-Irish fury such as this, T was called upon to
answer the charge, just then disclosed by the evidence in
Dublin, that 1 had been a sponsor of .this atroeious villain
in lis eandidature for the Corporation, To the speechiess
harror of my listeners T acknowledped that 1 hiad published
a letter of recommendation in Carey’s favor in Tuited
Teelewd, and that, in the same eircumstances, I should fecl
it & duty to do it again. The prosaic truth was that I
had never in my life seen Carey, nor so much as heard of
his existence until he hecame & Labar candidate for the
ward of which T was a burgess, in days when a Lahor
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