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Crusade in America against the
Ku Klux Klan

A remarkable crusade lhas been launched hy the New
.York Waorld, against the Ku Klux Klan, which that news-
paper characterises as a ‘‘gratesque menaco and an an-
achronism in free America’ (writes the New York corvves-
pondent of the Argus, under date September 15). Notable
for many, many crusades In its history, ihe Wartd seems
to be voicing a rising feeling throughout the conntry aguinst
a lawlessness and lyneh law activity in raany States ut-
tributed to individuals who boast membership in the far-
famed sccret order. The mnewspaper is gaining visible
support from day to day, and with cach of its reve.latinn.«:.
is arousing more and moro interest in various scetions ol
the nation. o

It must be made clear that the present organizalion
is not a lineal descendant of the old Ku Klux Klan ol
Civil war days, althougl it has appropriated its naroe, and
adopted its methods. The original arder appemrs to have
been founded in 1866 by a group of young men in Fennessee,
who intended to have sowme fun. The original name was U
Ku Kloi, a variation of the Greck word “lukles,” meaning
circle, ring, or band. After the Civil war, when the
Governmenis of the Southern States were distupted by
a proup of exploiting “carpet baggers” from the nortl,
the Klan came to thrive for a different purposc.  These
“‘carpet haggers”” were so called becauso of the luggage
with which they came south. They earricd satchels faced
with earpet, then in vogue. Tn tlie Southern States ithey
organised the negroes, caused the virtual dizsenfranchise-
ment of the resident white men wheo had all fonght in ihe
Confederate Ariny, and proceeded o reap the hencfits. The
men who had dared to facoe death for the prineipal of
secession were, however, lar from bheing long-suffering. They
took over the regalia and the name ol the Ku
altered the latter to the more cupbonions Ku Kinx Wihan,
and by well-organised raiding parties, emplesing divers
methods calenlated to bo anything but soothing to the super-
stitious negroes, put the fear of slave days bhack inta the
hearés of these former bondsmen. When the IFederal
troops were withdrawn from the defeated States, the Klan-
ners also whipped, tarred and feathered, and rode the
Yoarpet haggers” out of the south on rails.

After reconstruction n the south, the Ku Rlux Klan
died out, becoming merely a memory. Fowever, on Oclober
26, 1915, says the 1World, the Knights of the Ku Wlux
Klan, ineorporated was organised in Atlanta, Georeia, by
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“Willlam Joseph Simmons, who at one period of his Tile
had been a Methodist wminister.  “On that date, coutioues
the newspaper, “Sinnnong and thirty-three of lix fricuds
signed o petition for a charter as o standard featerunl
seeret order, which charter was gssued by the Superior
Clourt of Fulton County, Georgla, ou July 1, 1816, Now the
organisation is active in every State ol the Union hat
three. It has a membership of more than 300,000—of
650,000, according to the boasts of its leaders. When it
was organised its founders claimed that it was a revival
or legitimate rebirth of the old Xu Klux Klan of the
reconstruction perind of the South, and, like the original
Klan, its slogan was “While Supremacy.”™
apainst the negro. Now tho negro has hecome a side
issue with 1it.  To-day it is primarily anti-Jewish, anti-
Catholic, anti-alien, and it s spreading more than twice
as fast through the north and west as it is growing in the
south.  How has it managed to spread out so widely and
rapidly? First, by appeals to local or sectional prejudices
and hatreds. On the Pacific coast it has beckoned to Japo-
phobes, and whispered in their cars that the vellow man is
plotting to ineite the black man in America to vise arninst
the white man. In the citics of Central West it. has
pretended to devoto itself to stamping out radicalism. On
the Atlantic coast b has preached that an alier-horn man
or woman, even though naturalised, has no plice in
America. Kverywhere it has banned Jews from mémboer-
ship, and made anti-Semitism one of its many tnissions.
Everywhere also, no less positively but not as frankiy, it
has barred and attacked Catholics. Wherever a prospoctive
member lives, he has been promised that his pet aversion
will be made an object of Klan action. Sceond, it owes
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ils prowth to the cmployment of a large number of pro-
fessional salesmen, who ned the country in sales organisation
on a basis of four dollars lor every member taken inte the
lan.”

The Woddd, and along with the Waorld there are a
Targe number of other newspapers throughout the conniry
participating in the exposure charges that the organisation
is furthered by its leaders for the monetary profit involved.
The jJournals declare that the Klan manufacture the
peculiar regalia of the organisation—a cclton robe and
hinoded cap—and sells it for more than five tirmes what it
make 1t. During the last five years af least
3,000,000 dollars have been realised through dues and the
sale of costumes.
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It Is agserted hy the newspapers that
there are no less than sixty-four persons whose legal rights
have been vielated by masked mobs wearing ithe Ku Klux
Wian garments; that twenty-one cases of tarring and
feathering are attributed to individuals using the Kian re-
galia: that twentyfive persons bave heen beaten and kid-
napped, and two wonen have been stripped and maltreated,
Oue person has been killed as a result of these extra-legal
proceedings, while two Nlanners wera put to death by their
intended vietimg, The 1Woold has econmted cichicen instances
ol weneral and specific warnings issucd to individuals or
connunitios in the name of the Ko Klux Klan to enforee
maral censovships. The uwewspapers point out that the
wovernors of three States, the wmayxors of five cities, the
legislatures of two Siates, and the proseciting attorneys
of three others have embarked upeon investigations of, or
have taken immediate steps to combat, the vielence to life
and property threatened by the Klan,

The leaders of the Kun Klux Klan huve declured the
World’s statement o0 he false, hut have refused the offer
of the newspaper’s cditors to throw open its columag to
them.  They have threatened libel suits which as vet h

ave
not been hegnn,

In the meantime, the 11w ld's datly wail
has Drought oeeasional threats against the lives of the
editors, und hundreds of letters from persons praising the
aetion ol the newspaper.  Fditorial commens n every part
of the country cmphatically endorses the exose, .

tl : o) : Puhblic
sentiment s distinetly with the erusaders,
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Fhose spiriteal lights have the purest radianee wineh
] N . . . .
are the ledtst conscinus of their own Lrivhtness: those divine
lowers ditfuse the sweetost fragranen which make the least
display. —Krummacher.
. .

For the Greater Honop .a Glory uf Godm!

CATHOLIC CRIURCH, NOKITIKA,

Nob only Tor the adornment, but alse for the proservas
Live of tho new Cleelh at Hokitika, it is necessary to
underfake at once the work of plastering the hnilding.
Tnoa damp climate the fine new chureh would in timo he
ruined if not  proteeted.  Therefore Lhe parishioners
have decided to co-operate with their pastor in undertaking
the necessary work at the beginning of the new yea:

Tho parishioners reburn heartfelt thanks to (he Sisters
of various communitics, within the diseese and Devond it,
who have already sent them waluable gifts aid of the
hazaar. They appeal to their friends thiroughont New
Zealand, and especially to old residents of Hekitika, to
help on the guod woerk. Tho faith of many a far)nily
thronghout the Dominion has its rools in 'H'ﬂkiltilm, which
was indeed amony the nurserics of Catholicism in the South
Island. Bonds of hallowed memories and of old friendships
unite the children of the West Coust, no matter where
ithey ronm. Tho centre of all these nemories and friend-
ships is the Faith of Qur Fathers that spread forth from

the tahernacle of the elnreh at Hokitika.

To make the
clireh her

tifunl and andnrine ie thorofors s 1akor of
- RS S Sy 2y ey A\I\}l\_’ o dakionvry vl

love, in which all whose affection for the Const is a reality,
will esteem it a privilege to join in.

Donations will be duly published in the Tablet, and
may ho sent to the— !
Very Rev. Dr. Kexwepy,
Catholic Preshytery, Hokitika,

R. . Grace & Co.

Wood and Coal Merchants, 127 Main St. Palmerston North.
On Sale—Posts, Strainers, House-Blocks and Battens .- Telephone
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