.'fﬁt}'ns’m?, DEcEMuER 99, 1991.

13

NEW ZEALAND. TABLET .

present position in the world. These foreigners doubtless
would exaggerate their side of the questiohj~and do us an
injnstice in mueh that they said and thought. But what
do wo suppost o really emibittered Franch or Polish patrict
would be tempted to say, or u Belgian who remembdrs the
horrors of tho days when we deified Burgomaster Max, on
the mere display of our illustrated papers? “Yes; I un-
derstand you now. You prefer this Jewish buffoon not
only to our dead, but to your own. You leave your crip-
pled heroes to rot in unemployment while you tun after
this valgar dwarf, and fawn on him for one of his Asiatic
smiles.  Why indeed should you have any sense of duty
towards us, when you have no sense of dignity for vouk-
selves? No wonder you are again hankering after the flesh-
pots of the bharharians, against whom you fought bravely
indeed, but, it would scem, very blindly. No wonder vou
tolerate and even admire the politicians we ouly suffer and
despise. Bince your greatest jov is im such Oriental jug-
glers, no wonder your statesmanship has become an Oriental
jugglery. Tf Charlie Chaplin is your god, whal wonder
that Moritz Mond is your king! You know your business
hest, and vour husiness government; but there is one thing
we will not take from them or you, and that is n sermon,
Wao will not be leetured hy you, because you are frivolous
enouph to forget the things you vourselves swore to re-
member.  Weo will not reverence the ficklencss of a rabble
as if 4t were the forgiveness of a saint. Mercy mav he
hetter than vengeance; but we do not enteriain the smaljest
doubt thai our vengeance is hetter than your merey, and
even more werciful. Do von ask ns to admire the sort of
magnanimity that your journalism actually substitutes for
the iudignation of free men? Panem et cirernses: why
should you grumble, slaves, while thev give yon your Saturn-
alia ?”’

Now concerning the gunalitios that go along with Friv-
olity that estimate is unjust; bug concerning the frivolity
itsell, and even the fiekleness itself, it is true. We have
not veally even changed our mind; we have anly changed
our waod. Wo have aot really altered our judpment of
the Germans, or in other words our judgment of the Facts.

© Captair Frygtt is still dead; he did not come to life again

when the diplomatists came to Versailles.” The hospital
ships are still at the hottom of the sea; they did not rise
again an Armistice Dav like tho dead en Hesurrection
Day. We have only allowed the Germans to show, in a
series of sham trials, how ardently they approve of things
like the murder of Fryatt and tho firing on the Ped Cross,
We aro not converted on the question; we are merely tired.
of the subject. We ignore these facts, not hecause they
are no longer fucts, hut hecause they are no longer news,
And the spirit that can only he concerned with facts when
they are alse news is & frivolous and even a fickle spirit. Tt
may cocxist with many virtues, but it is in this relation
not ounly a vice but a weakness. As long as these facts
remain, another and ¢normeus fact remains: the presence
of harbarisin and the peril of civilisation. The IT'reneh in
founding their arguments and aetions on this ave huilding
upon a rock of reality, while we are {rying to huild e
the turning tides of mere topie and fashion. It is as if
an Anglo-Tudian gentleman should deduce irom the fact
that he was tired of tiger-hunting ihat tigers were no
longer dangerous; for & man who had dropped his hobhy
of entomalogy were to put his nose into a uest of WHSPS.
Wo may like or dislike the French, we way understand or

misunderstand them; hut it is jusé as true as 14 ever was )

that France is the kev-fortress of historie civilisation ; auwd
that Furope is hroken asunder if that eentral fortress falls,
Wa may hounestly think that the Freneh arve too fieree il
vindictive; but npon any argument vengeance is more
virtuous than aguression, and ferocity that Is retribuiive
letter than ferecity that is wanton. If we all; ourselves
again with the barbarians, e shall ally ourselves with
wanton ferogity and aggressive war. We may have many
healthy and huwmane feclings in the matter; but what
France is and what Germany is are facts, and unaffected
by what Kngland feels. These ohiective things cannot aiter
with what Maithew Arnold called long ago “the hot fits
and cold fits of the British Philistine.” As he said, we
must not be content with picking up and putting down
ideag as if they were counters; especially as in this case our
counters are other pedple’s coins.

The beauty of Poland may he ag much a matter of
taste as the playing of Paderewski ; and there are doubtless

many who prefer the acting of Charlie Chaplin. But the
gfact that Poeland lies hetween Prussianism and Bnlsl1evi.§1n,
holding them apart, is not a matter of faste, but a matter
of fact; and the strengthening of Poland s thereiore d.
matter of wecessity. Jews may be as charming as most
people find Charlie Chaplin, or as midesirable as we find
Moritz Mend.  But the fact that Jews generally hate Poles,
and tend by their policy to destroy Poland, is not a matter
of desire or eharney it is 2 matter of cxpervience; and it is
siticidal to aliow our moeds to falsify our experiences. Our
own cheerfuel desire to chotge ihe subjeet cannot alter the
actualities of what things are and where they are. Tt
cannot plter our knowledge of where the Poles are: which
1€ between Prussian erganization and Russian disorganisa-
tion. Tt cannot aller our knowledwe of where the Jews are:
whirh is ot the head of Russian anarchy and also of Eng-
lish government.  This situation is equally serious and ob-
vious however lightly we take it: and we would rather be
with the mab raving over o cosmopelitan comedinn than
with w minortty which sneers at the cosmopolitan comedian
without, daring to murmur against the cosmopolitan finan-
eier: who is preparing for us not comedy but {ragedy.

Lo
A Wonderful Birthday

The arrival of a new human Leing in this world usually
The recurring anniversary

is heralded as a joyous event.
of the dav of hirth is set aside as n perind fov special
obszervance: 16 s o memorial In the life of the individual.
When a child 18 horn into the world his reiatives rejoice;
when he attains manhoed aud distinguishes himself moan
extraordinary manuer, the nation and, at times, the whole
world s filled with rejoicing,  Thus it is that certain
Birthdavs are merely dates; they are like the record of the
daily Lemperature: importaut for s-moment and guickly
forentten.  Other uatal anniversaries, the
hoeome each yesr the signal for eratelul paeus from an

o contrary,

unforgetting prople.
When Jonchim and Anne fell the theill of parenthood
the hirth ol o finy danehter, their kinsfolll exulted
There were the usual festivitios soited to the

on
with then.

oceasion.  But thé wreat world about them knew not nor
caretl. Roman governors and emperory, statesmen and com-

mereial leaders eallod upen o wide virele oach voar to join
with them In eclebrating thenr wainl davs: wherens the
world woull have beein tmnmensueably hefter off 1f they
Bt the little Jewish maiden down in
Lo the world of Homan

never bad existed.
despise:dl Palestine meant nothing
power amit grandeur.

Now, Time and Oblivion worked toeether; the proud
wpirit of Romo disappeared with the last vestive of earthly
eminence.  Fo-dav we konow searcely the mames of the creat
ones of the dav: their Tormer power and alfluence leave
us  absolutely nomoved, But the little obild down ia
Palestine grew quictly in the shadow of the Temple, Then
by a wonderous mirncle she beeane oo mother, and hier Son
was God. And it was all <o steange and myvsierious amd
heantitul 1let she Kepl in her heart )11 that transiieed for
fear that the world might not helicve,  And the Sen grew
np with And he
wronght deeds that only Guod conld perform: some people
theught The was God, while others geoffed ot s elaims,
Juib Mary knew all the time just what He was. Then
ITis own people crueificdd Him, just as one’s owo " people
But they conld not destroy o God, so e rose

Lher as other sons do in their homes.

so often do.
from the tomb and worked more wmiracles and then went
to lieaven where e waited a little while for His mother
to follow. '

The Lttle maiden seon joined her divine Son, and the
world then began to underestand the whole wmystery in its
Timan hearines. 8o delighted was mankind with the great
adventure of the Son of God, which had saved the race
from e¢ternal desiruction. that two hirthdays sot
aside to be eternally remembered and commemorated.

Thus it is the whole world rejoiees on Christmas, the
birthday of the Som, and on September 8, the natal day of
His Mother.—atholic Bulletin, of 8t Paul, T.8.A.
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