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Faith of Our Fathers
[A .WFEKLY INSTRU(?T.ION ¥or YounGg anND Onp.]

Fourth Article: Mcrit.

11, Merit is the fruit of grace, in this sense, that
grace renders us capable of producing works that are meri-
~ torious in the sight of God. Man, when in the state of
grace, according to the words of Our Lord, is like a branch
of the vine-tree united to the ¥ine itself. This branch
bears abundant fruit, because it draws its life-giving sap,
which is the principle of its preductiveness, from the
parent stem. Grace is this gpiribual sap, the principle of
merit.

12. (1) What ix meant by mertt?
object of merit?
galning merit?

(2 What 1is the
(3 What conditions are required for

(1) What we¢ here mean hy a meritorious work is a
good work dene by the lLelp of grace, with reference to
God, and warthy dn His eyes of an cternal reward.

There i1s a distinction to be made between the merit
of right, de condignn, aud the merit of fitness, de congruo,
The former signifies a strict right to reward ; the latter, a
certain suitableness worthy of consideration, but not a
claim of strict justice. It might be designated merit of
merey, because it is founded chiefly on the merey of God.

We distinguish also the merit of she just man, who is
in the state of grace, and that of the sinner, who is in the
state of mortal sin. The former ean nerit in strict justice,
as a servant working for his master merity; the latter can
only merit as being a suitable ohject for the exercise of
God’s mercy, in the same way as a poor man liumbly beg-
ging alma may deserve to receive them.

(2) The just maun, by Lis works, merits an increase of
sanctifying grace, and at the same time an increase of
glory for eternity. These two rewanreds are linked together:
every degree of prace in this life has a corresponding de-
gree of plory for the next. )

" The sinner, by his prayers, penances, and good works,
can merit the grace to break away from sin and return to
God by a sincere conversion.

AN can merit from the divine merey actual grace, and
all the helps unecessary to avoid sin, lo advance in good,
and to persevere to the Dblessed consummation of a happy
death.

Besides merit, properly so called, of which we have
spoken, there are satisfaction and impetration, which often
accompany merit or the meritorious value in the one work.
Satisfaction is a penal work, which God accepts in place
of heavier penalties due to sin. Impetration is the con-
straining power of prayer before God: a mast mighty
power, hecause of the promise of Jesns Christ, saving to
all, “Ask, and you shall receive.”

(3) For all merit there must be the help of actual
grace; but this condition, which depends on God, is never
wanting. For this reason we only speak here of the con-
ditions on the part of man.

Now, (1) for the merit of fitness, it iz suflicient to do
any good work with an intention of faith—that is, with
reference to God and our own salvation.

(2) For merit, properly so called, or the wmerit of right
—that is to say, in order to merit an increase of grace and
of eternal glory—we must be in the state of grace, and
offer cur good works to God with a holv intention.

A work so offered, be it only a draught of water given
to a poor man, is accepted by God as if Destowed on Him-
self, and receives a divine reward.

The greatness of merit depends (1) on the person or
on the dignity and holiness of him who acts. Thus the
merit of Jesus Christ is infinite, becanse the dignity of
"His person is infinite. The merit of the just man is bevond
comparison greater than that of the sinner, because he is
adorned with sanctifying grace, which gives him the dignity
of the child and friend of Cod.,

(2) Tt depends on the excellence or the difficulty of the
work. Thus a large alms is more meritorious than a small
one- given. by the same person; hut the widow’s mite is of
more value in the sight of our Tord than gold offered hy
the rich. So, again, an act of charity is more meritorious
than an aet of faith or hope.

(3) It depends ori the perfection, the purity of inten-
tion, the fervor, and above all, on the charity of the person

who acts. Fervor:and charity give such a value to good
works that they change them, as it weré, into gold and
precious stones for the kingdom of heaven.

The time destined for merit iz the present life, during
which the sinner can merit his salvation, and the just
man can grow in merit, rising higher and higher in holi-
ness and glory, according to that saying of our Saviour,
“Lay up to yourselves treasures in heaven."

4 :
Home of Compassion, Wellington

(From our own correspondent.)

The commitles who ‘are voluntarily raising funds for
the Home of Compassion at Island Bav are working en-
thusiastically to make the appeal & suecess. Over £90 was
added to the {fund the other week, £32 being realised by a
jumble sale in Tory Street and nearly £60 by Mrs, Dan
Burke at an evening given at lier home in Brooklyn.

Tho annual gift tea, held sl the Home of Compassion,
took place on Thursday, the 171h inst., and there was a
very large attendance, the day proving unexpectedly fine
and pleasant.  General regret was expressed that - Mobher
Aubert, was not well enough to receive the guests lierself,
hut the Sisters made amplo amends in their attention to
all present, and everywhere wishes were expressed for
Mother Aubet's specdy return to health. The home-was
entirely thrown epen, and the visitors avere shown over it
by the Sisters and friends. The nursery, as usual, was a
source of the wreatest interest. There are now 26 babies
there, of whom there are two pairs of twins, all girls.
The tinv cots and haths and cipboards were inspected,
and appealed to the learts of all mothers. The new
women's ward upstairs was also visited, and much interest
shown in it, as this is the first time it has been thrown
open to the public. This new ward has been formed by
enclosing the large open space near the incurable girls’
ward. This has been nearly all glassed in, and made into
a hright, sunny sitting-room. for the women incurables,
who were moved here from Buckle Street. Their night
ward is beside it, and beyond is the girls’ ward. There
are 50 women in this ward now, so that the task of attend- .
ing to these unfortunates is no light one, and is cheerfully
performed by the Sisters, who are giving their lives to
such work. At the other end of the corridor a similar space
has also been eunclosed and made into a. bovs’ dormitery.
The home now domiciles 120 people, including the jucurables
and the children, and the numbers of the latter have in-
creased of late vears, so the work has become much more
extensive, and the expenses of the home grently increased.
Tt is to pav for these additions that the appeal for funds
now hefore the public is being made.

After inspecting the rooms, the visitors repaired to the
dining-room, where afterncon tea was served, daintily set
out at small tables, each decorfited with flowers. The
Sisters served tea, with the help of friends of tlie home.
Delightful selections were plaved by Cimino’s hand, sta-
tioned in the hall, and the pifts, of which there were many,
both in meney and kind, were received if a room mear th
entrance.

Mather Mary Anbert and the Sisters of the home are
very grateful to all those who Lrought gifts and who assis-
ted them during the afternoon.

Sa‘a‘s

Lord! let me know Thee, and let mo kuow myself. -St.
Angustine,
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