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upened these schiools his joy will be very great. The mem-
bers of the local Education Department, especially In-
spector Brock, have been most helpful in their suggestions
for the arrangement of the building and have been in a
. large measure responsible for the therough up-to-dateness
of ¢he design. T am very interested to learn that only
£3000 is owing, and although, as his Excelleney remarked,
this is not a large sum when we see the work which has
heen doné, yet we have to take into consideration that
we have no financial aid from the Government. I may
inform his Excellency that it was customary for the
Government to lielp all schools in some measure, and even
a small measure was appreciated, but in 1887 there was
passed an Fducation Act which withdrew all help {rom
denominational sehools.  Were it not for our Catholie faith
we cauld close amr selionls, and. parents could send their
children te ilie State schouls where they have to pay no-
thing for them, DBui remember there is a principle al
stake: we Dhelieve, and base our helief on centurtes of
experiefice, that il von divorce religion from education
you n!{ weakeuing falth and destroying religion, To de-

to an average expenditure of over £10,000 per annum.

- I must confess that it is a big outlay, but the generosity

and earnest faith

_.the Catholic people of the diocese
will continue as i

the past.

I am deeply gratefnl to your Excellency for your pre-
senco and for your words of ¢nconragement; 1 congratulate
the priests and people of this-parish in having a school
whicl will be » fitting juonument of their interest in the
cause of Cathelic education and to those sons and brothers
whe fell, during the late war. I have been delighted to
he present and to have the honor of assisting in tho open-
ing and blessing of theso schools to-day.

His Excellency said:—7T am very glad and my heart
is alwavs full of jov when 1 am asked to bless and take
parié in opening huildings [or education and religion. I
have seen larme crowds here vesterday and this morning
and especially now. 1 am very lonored hy your enthu-
siasm and the large numbers show that it is deepness and
earnestness of faith and deep religions sentiments and
not only something of to-day. %o it is T am very glad to
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velop the mind on right lines it is cssential that religion
be taught in the schools, therefore it is our aim to have
a Catholic school in ecach parish. What has been done
during the pasi six vears in the cause of Catholic educa-
tion alone speaks tor the gencrosity and strong faith or
our people; the sum of over £60,000 has been spent in the
worle, I will just detail ibems so that your Fxeelleney
may seo what has been spent. The following list will show
what is being done: —Woolston new school (building and
equipment), £950; Villa Maria, convent and novitiate for
Sisters of Merey (ecost of laud and building), £7000; Sti.
Bede's College (purchase of 1and and erection of building).
£22,000; St. Mary’s Convent and High School (cost of
building and equipment), £13,000; Cathedral parish schools
(land and building), £7500; S$t. Mary’s parish school,
£7100; Acfdington new school (building and equipment),
© £1100; Addington, purchase of lahid and building for con-
.vent, £1700; Papanui new school (work in hand), £800.
Total, £62,150. This does not inciude work in adjacent
parishes, which during tho next four years will keep up

be here and to know that you have provided for the edu-
cation of the children of this parish by such a magnificent
building, and I have a great sentithent of admiration

for what vou have done. Father Kerley says th‘_a'.t. it is

due io the presence of: the Delegate that you are here in
such large numbers but I think it is that yon take such
an interest in everxthing, and T think I Jpay you mo com-
pliment more than you deserve when 1 say that you are
anxious to give to liquidate the debt. IFather Seymour
says this is a Dbig débt, but I am aceustomed to £8000,
£90,000, and cven £25,000. T note you are well off in
New Yealand: vou bhave no droughts, no floods, and espe-
cially in this province of Canterbury you are very rich.
I have seen how prosperous is the couniry, and so I
suppose it will not be difficult to pay the debt.

About £120 was collected on the ground,

At the conclusion of the ceremony his Excellency offi-
ciated at Pontifical Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
at St. Mary’s Church and afterwards imparted the Papal
Blessing, ‘
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