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Government Double-Dealing

The general public may not be aware that while
private persouns are paid as much as a pound a week
for the support of orphans only seven shillings—a shii-
ling a day-—is paid te our Orphanages for the support,
clothing, and teaching of destitute children. That in
itrell s an act of injustice ; but there is worse to conie.
Tv some casez the Government collects as much as
pornd i week from parents whoese children are in one
or other of our Homes and only seven shillings 1s given
{o the management of the Iome. the Government
pocketing the vemainder. Owing to the profit made
by this sort of schenming, taking all the orphans sent
to enr Homes by Govermment, thelr support only costs
owr illustrious legislators one guinea per head! The
AMassey Governmeunt raised its own pay at the public
expense but it wever thinks of raising the paltry seven
shillings a weelk which it allows for the feeding, housing,
clething, and teaching of the little childrenr. There will
ha specially prepaved, places in the next world for the
sstatesmen’ of New Zealand.

A Joke

Some time ago a body of men met for the discus-
ston of a certain matter. During the debate it was
suggested by someone that a deputation should wait
on the Miuister concerned. '‘Who is the Minister?” a
person askedh.” M. Nosworthy,” was the answer. A
shout of laughter went up from the assembly. This
Itle meident shows i what esteem the public held
not only Mr. Noswerthy but also most of his fellows
in the Massey Cabinet. They have become a joke to
the public. "And they are a very expensive joke at
that. llowever, perhaps it 1z as well that the public
can gel even amusement out qf them. That is about
all that can be got out oi them. Between My, Mus-
sey’s tours to Europe and the advertisement given lis
party by Lord DBryeces book., New Zealand’'s spouting
e are acquiring a Buropean reputation of a sort that
most wien do et euvy.  The publie, like & patient ass,
will not kick. The ass's back is bent 1o recelve more
Durdens, and the burdens are likely to go on increas-
ing until they break the back of the ass. We humblv
suggest: 1o (lie wss that a little kicking might save its
hack.
Irish History

Cousidering the importance of the study of Irish
History we once niere call the attentien of cur young
-readers to the questions set for the examinations now
at hand,  If you have not cut out and preserved the
uestions already, do so now, as you will not have them
put before you again. Remember also that the papers
must be sent in to our office by November 15, and that
they must be signed by the pupils and classified as
Neniov or Junior as the case may be. The questions
are:

For Senior Pupils.

T. Write what you know abouv the Flight of the
Earls, its causes and its consequences; ‘
' 2. Give aun account of the Siege of Dunhoy-and of
the Retreat of O’Sullivan Beare.

3. Write a short description of Grattan’s Parlia-
ment and of the events of 1782,

For Junior Puptis.

1. Describe the Siege of Limerick, the Treaty,
nrd s vielation: ‘

2. Enumerate some of the Penal Laws.

3. Give a short account of the Rebellion of "98.

Note.—Senior Pupils are those of the Sixth Stand-
ard and upwards; Junior Pupils are those below the
Nixth Htandard.

Teachers ave vequested to select and foerward the .

three best papers in each of the two divisions.

Brann on Bigots

Some years ago a vigorous writer named Brann
was the Lerror of the bigoted calumny-mongers of the
Southern States of America. He was as fearless as
John Norton used to be when he conducted his paper,
but Brawn was a far abler man than the Austrahan.
Not long ago we found a telling extract from The
froncelast, Brann's old paper, quoted in Awmerica. As
it applies to the New Zealaud organisation of filth-
mongers, known as the P.P.A., we reproduce it here:

“Who is 1t that visits the slums of our great cities,
ministering to the afflicted. comforting the dying, re-
claiming our fallen? When pestilence sweeps over the
land and mothers desert their babes, husbands their
wives, who is it that presses the cup of cold water to
the federish l}ps. aud closes the staring eyes of the
deserted dead? Who was it that went upon our South-
ern hattlefields to minister to wounded soldiers, fol-
lowed them to the hospitals, and tenderly nursed them
back to life? The Roman Catholic Sisterhoods, God
bless them ! ' '

“One of these angels of mercy can walk unatten-
ded and unharmed through our reservation at mid-
uight.  She can visit with impunity the most degraded
dive in Whitechapel district. At her coming the
ribald zong is stilled, and the oath dies on the lips of
the loafer. TFallen creatures reverently touch the hem
of her garment, and men, steeped to the very lips in
crime, involuntarily remove their hats as a tribute to
noble womanhood.  The very atmosphere seems to
grow sweet with her coming, and the hawl of all heil's
cemons is silent. None so low in the barrel-house, the
gambling den, or the brothel as to breathe a word
against her good name: but when we turn to the Bap-
tist pulpit, there we find an inhuman minister clad n
God’s livery, crying © Unclean! Unclean! '’

“God help a religious denomination that will
countenance such a cur.”

As it was in Anierica, so it was in New Zealand.
The ~cur” heve also is a Baptist parson: the ““in-
human’ monster is also clad in God’s livery. But it
is even more shameful here than in America. In New
Zealand politicians used the “‘inhuman monster’”’ as a
stepping-stone to office. Tlis energies were at the ser-
vice of what is known as the Reform Party. The fallen
woman, the burglar, the outcast, as long as they retain
a spark of humanity, retain their respect for the Cath-
olic nuns; but the Baptist pulpit supplied the *“‘cur”
and the “‘inhuman monster” and the politicians used
kim.  The saddest and most hopeless feature of the
disgrace is this; while individual Protestant ministers
will new and then come to us and tell us how much
they reprohate the conduct of the P.P.A., they have
not the moral courage to come out in the open and
denounce the tactics of which they sy they do not ap-
prove. Sympathy such-as theirs we scorn and reject.
Tn this case, he that is not openly against the “cur”
is with him. Before we end this subject let us recall
the Ligouri case. A nameless weekly edited in New
Zealand by a parson who once when challenged quoted
a copy of the 7whiet and gave a date on which no
Talief was ever published premised its readers a special
treat in connection with the Ligouri case. The judge
in the case scarified the Orangemen and threw a radiant
light on the persecuted nuns, And there was no treat
for the expectant Orange Todges of New Zealand! We
did not hear that the editor made restitution to those
who were induced to buv through his promise. .

“Noue so lvw in the harrel-house, the gambling-
den, or the hrathel as to breathe a word against her
goud name: hut when awe turn fo the Baptist pulpit,
there we find an inhwman monster clad in God's Hivery,
crying, ' Luelean! (Tnelean!’  God help a religious
denomination that will countenance sveh an infamous
cwr”” Brann’s Iconoglast, July, 1895.)

The Church and Labor '

A Catholic Workman, writing in the Fortnightly
Review (N.Y.) complains that not enough intelﬁgent
interest is taken by the clergy in Labor conditions.
ow far his indictment is warranted by facts we are
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