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ON THE LAND

MARKET REPORTS.

At Burnside last week the varding consisted of 200
Lead of good quality fat cattle, prices Leing on a par with
the previous weck’s rates, Prime heavy bullocks made
fromn £18 to £20 55, extra to £92 15s, prime £15 10s to
£17 17s 64, medium from £12, prime lheifers and cows
- £12 5s to £14, medium £10 to £11 10s, Tight fram £8 10s.
Fat Sheep.—2450 wero varded, the quality heing fair. The
market opened at an advance of 1s to 1s 61 above tho
preceding week’s rates, hut towards the middle of the sale
prices receded to about those rates. Prime heavy wethers
made 26s to 285 6d, extra to 30s 3, priune 22s 6d to 25s,
medium 17s 9d to 20s 6d, light 15s Gd, prime ewes 178 3d
to 19s 6d, medium 155 9d o 16 3d.
yarding, all classes being represented,

Pigs—A medium
The demand was
good, and small pigs sold exceptionally well, Large pigs
realised values on a par with the previous week’s rates.
Best baconers realised from 81d to 9d per 1h, and hest
porkers from %d to 9id per 1.

At Addington market last week there was a Iargu
attendanece. The varding of fat sheep and catile wore hig.
Store sheep were yarded in small nuwmbers, but in other
scctions the pennings were about average,  Fat Sheep.—
About 12 full races were forward, mostly wethers.  The
quality generally was good, with some really prime stuff.
Bidding opened at slightly lower rates than ile previonus
week’s, and all round there was an casing in values, of
about 1s per head. Tour freczing huyers epeeated. . Fxtea
prime wethers made from 28s 6d to 2385 6d. prime 18s 9l
to 20s 9d, medium 13s 9d to 185, licht and unfinished s
to 15s 3d, prime ewes 135 to 14y d, helit awd unfinished
10s 9d to 12s 94, prime hoggets 14s 9d to 20s 1d, ordina ry
9s 6d to 13s 6d. Iat Cattle.—The quality all round was
above the average. The sale openied moderately well, hut
eased as it progressed. Prices receded 30s to 40< per head.
Quotations: —Extra prime hullocks, up to L£24 133, prime
£15 to £18 175 6d, modium €10 105 to £14 106, light and
unfinished £6 to £10, oxira prime heifers, up to £14 As,
prime £0 15 to €10 10s, ordinary €35 to £9, prime cows
£9 to £12 155, ovdinary £5 155 to £8 105, Vealers.—un-
ners, up to £7, good vealers £3 10s to €3, medivm £2 10s
to £3 B¢, small to £2 5s. Fat Pigs—Choppers £5 to
£8 5s, light haconers £4 135 to £5 10s, heavy £6 to L7,
extra heavy £7 125 6d to £8 (avernge price per 1he, 9d to
23, light porkers £2 185 to €3 10g, heavy £3 193 10 £4
12s (avernge prico per b, 101d).

Rttt
THE OUTLAWED KEA: RAPIDLY BECOMING

EXTINCT.

Many wears ago there was cousiderable controversy
ameny runlwlders in the high sheep conntry in the South
Island as to whether the kea was a carnivorons hrd, for this
species of the hawk tribe was reputed o Lave a liking:
for live mutton (says the Farmer's Union Adrocate). Fven-
tually the weight of evidence was held to bo against the
kea, and he was praelaimed an outlaw. The Government
placed a price on the hicd’s head, 1s hounty heing paid
- out of the Exchequer for the beaks of the marauder. Sinee
then sporadic warfare has been waged against keas throngh-
out Canterbury and Otago, but the birds are hard to kill
and cartridges are high priced.

In October of last year, however, the Government de-
cided to pay a bounty of 5 to any person producing the
beak of a kea. The martality amongst the birds im-
mediately increased out of all proportion to the previous
year's killings. In point of faet sinee last Qctober the
Government has paid out approximately £800 in hounty
on 3500 heaks, and the tally is fast mounting up. 1In the
year 1919-20, when the bounty of 1s obtained, only £48
was paid out for the destruetion of the feathered pest.

Obviously all the high-country musterers needed to

persuade them to undertake the wholesale slaughter of

the birds was sufficient monetary inducement. By shooting
a couple of keas each day in the week, station hands ean
earn & good wage, as in addition to the Government bounty
of &s some county councils pay a further sum—in some
cases 2s 6d—for each beak turned in.

If the present rate of destruction continues, the kea
should before long be numbered in the category of the
dodo and the muva.

Ma'aareaivletel
THE RETENTION OF S0IL MOISTURE.

Hoeing is penerally emploved as a means of destroying
weeds and, incidently, of breaking up the soil and ex-
posing it to the beneficent influences of the atmosphere ;
but under certain conditions it mav fulfl a still more
important office—viz., that of retaining moisture through
the instrumentality of the superficial dust mulch which the
work creates (writes “Talycafn” in the Agricultwral Gaz-
ctte).  Under almost any econdition of drought there is
suffictent moisture in the depths of the soil to support
vegetable life.  This moisture is ever working upwards to
the surface by capillary action, to be evaporated into the
atmosphere when coming under the influence of the sun
and wind. It follows, therefore, that if we ecan prevent
it from being dissipated in tho manner staled, crops will
bo able to earry on during rainless periods for a much
longer period than would otherwise he possible. It matters
little what the tool employed consists of in working the top
sail to a fine tilth, the hoe, harrow or hand cultivator
all doing the work equally well in their respective spheres.
The object is to form in dry weather a layer of fine, dusty
soil; which shall so “blanket”” the ground that the ascend-
ing noisture cannot cscape beforo the roots of the cTOp
can absorb it. The principle is one that has been adopted
with sigral suceess in many of the “dry belts” of America,
fine crops of wheat, fruit, and other things being grown
in almost rainless deserts.

During the recent drought I came across a useful
ohjeet lesson illustrating the effect of the dust mulch in
the conservation of moisture. An orchard had been planted
in extremely sandy soil whose texture was such that it was
liablo to dry ont very quickly in summer. The land was
arable and stocked rather thickly with poultry—so thickly,
in fact, that the whole of the surface was reduced to dust.
By appearance, ono wonld have said that the Lone-dry
soil, gleaming white in the hurning sun, would bs unable
to sustain anything less fitted for such conditions than a
cactus.  Bub the fruit trees wers the picture of health,
and they carried o hountiful crop. No watering had ever
heen earried out, bhut the ponltry had dene the harrowing
or its equivalent, and one had only to remove a few inches
of that dusty surface to find moisture, and so discover
the cxplanation and realise the efficcts of one of tho
great principles of practical agriculture.

Some soils will naturally yield more frecly to the effect
of this swnmer hoeing than others. But there are fow
so unkindly that they will not respond if tackled at the
right time amd worked often enough. The roller, will
of course, help’the harrow whero it is possible to use it
at this season, as in arable orchards; but the great thing
is to persist in the work, whether there are weeds to kilt
or not. If & cloud of dust follows the teams so mueh the
hetter—it is a sure indieation that the work is having
the desired cffect.

Where hand Ilabdr is employed for the hoeing of field
and parden crops,-such as roots and potatoes, the hand
cultivator mentioned s a much better tool to use than
the hoe. This weapon will not be of much use for the
destruction of weeds, once these are pasé the seedling
stage; but on fairly clean land it will do the job with
less labor, in half the time, and with greater satisfaction
than a hoe of any sort. As to harrows the averapge zigzap
pattern gencrally in use is guite unnecessarily heavy for
the work in question, and toe long in the spikes.

New Zealand leads the world in Disc Harrows. The
“‘Steel Queen” model has been copied in Great Britain,
Canada, and United States and holds probably 75 per cent.
of the trade in New Zealand. No implement has been
developed in recent years which has done so much for the
farm. The 1921 ‘‘Steel Queen” is still the leader, which
is no mots expensive than its various imitations! Ts your
money buying the original and best, or the inferior copy?

‘Over 11,000 *‘Steel Queens’ sold!
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