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PROTESTANTS IN IRELAND

TELE HRISIHL QUESTION NOT RELIGIOUS.

The following is an extract from a recent specch of
Dr. Cotter in Irenton, Olhio, U.B.A.:—

What is the meaning of this lying about a religious
war iu Ireland? Why, it it means anything, it is this, that
the Catholic is fighting for lreland's freedom and the Pro-
testant combats to the death the idea of liberty—that, in
a word, the Protestant, though born in Lrefund, wants the
land of his nativity enslaved.

Suvely this is a reflection on Protestant manhood, on
Protestant patriotist, and yet for all the Protesiant world
remains passive under the impeachment that the [rish
Protestant lacks patriotism and in so far is lacking in the
commont hatural virtue that prompted the pagan writer to
declare that ‘4t is sweet and glorious to die for one's
country.”’

Away with the foul aspersion on the lrvish Protestant’s
character? Were I a Protestant as I an, thank God, a
Catholic; und were my love of country thus impugned,
I would answer the calumniator of my lionor, not with a
word, but with a blow. Tle ’rotestant of lreland is not
a traitor to the land of hig birth. He fought for Irelund
as did the Catholic with whom he marched to the music
of patriotic principle. He died for Ireland, and, though
not worshipping at the same altar, his blood, commingling
with Catholic bloed, erimsoned the great altar of a common
country.”

Behold the mapnificent array of glorious souls, Pro-
testant in ¥aith, and the national ideals of the gratetul
Trish people—Molyneaux, Grattan, Flood, Dean Swilt,
Wolfe Tone, Lord dwavd Fitzgerald, Gavan Duffy, Rohert
Emmet, Curran, Mitchel, Thomas Davis, Smitl: O Brien,
Isaac Butt, and Parnell. These great leaders (nearly all,
except O'Connell and Redmond), cither on the field, in
Cabtnet or country, in restrum or literary sanctnm, were
every one champions of the Irish ecause, and are hallowed
names in the mouth of Erin's sons, All these stood for
Ireland heing the nation that God Himself made and bounte-
ously endowed with evervthing caleulated to conserve loe
nationhood and to help her reach her own destiny in her
own high way.

And yet we see, in to-day's dailies, Sir Famar Groen-
wood's pious hope that Ireland will be united. The dear,
solicitous champion of murderous discord in Ireland has
never read that 81 per cent. of the Irish people, perforee
Protestant and Catholic, voted for (and re-confirmed their
votes for) the Trish Republic. The biggest liar in Furope,
Greenwood, cooly covers up his atrocities in Ireland with
execrable falsehoods, and now with consummate hypocrisy
“dons tho livery of Heaven to serve the devil in.”” You
might as well ask Satan for an opinien of Clrist as to
_question Greenwood for an estimate of a land that his
cruel charactor has devastated.  Well, God’s in Hix Meaven.
even if the Devil's in his Lendon!

Despite the fact that Eneland’s Goverment has planted
Orangeisnm’s hatefu! bigotry in a sinall seetion of the North
of Ireland, called it religion and sustained the infamy there
by making Carson, its loader, Attorney-General: thouvh
there is no such Ulster as that marked by the lines drawn
by Lloyd George—lines as imaginary as the Equator: though
the English Government continues to forge fake hulleting
of Dail Eireann as it forged misrepresentations of Washing-
ton in his day, trying to knock the heart out of fighters
for freedom; though the Ameriean journalists are ordered
out of Ireland so that Fngland's villainy may have savaue
license to interfere with the people's exercise of the franchise
in the coming elections: vet, for all, truth will eventually
come to the people abroad, and they will learn with indig-
nation how the Lnglish propaganda has dared io deceive
them regarding the “religious question in Ircland,” and
every other question that appertains to Trish affairs—aveng-
ing the insult given to our glorious land in making it
vomiting ground for Fugland's falsehoods. '
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Grocery trade brisk, especially in the better class goode
such as “NQ RUBBING” Laundry Help, Keep Smiling
Pumice Soap, and Golden Rule Soap.

PROGRESSIVE AND INTENSE REPRESSION:
MR. ASQUITH'S INDICTMENT

-

Mr. Asquith made another attack on the Irish poliey of
the Government in a speech which he ‘delivered on April 9
at & mecting of the Women's National Liberal Federation
at the Central Hall, Westminster., JMrs. Walter Runciman
presided.

Tho resolution moved by the Liberal leader was ““that
this mecling declares its abhorrence of 1he Tiritish Govern-
ment’s poliey and methods of coercion in freland. Tt calls -
for an innwedinte truce and awmesty, and for the withdrawal
of the Avxiliary ferees trom focland, aned wrges the Govern-
menl to enter into immedinte necotintions with the elected
representatives of Lhe Trish people.’”

Fer nearly o yvear, said My, Asguith, the Government's
poliey of progressive and intensive repression had been in
full operation, and by every test that could he applicd, and
hy their own eonfession it was o complefo, abject, and humi-
Jinting latlure,

' Lucid Tutervals,

There Liad been Jucid moments when the Government
had hrought themselves to see that what confronted them
was not a mere conspiraey of cut-throats, but a fenmidable,
growing, and antheniie national mavement. There was the
nebulous adventure of “Mr, Edwardes.”” whose precise rela-
tions with his official patrons was still o maiter wrapped
in the ehscurity of night,

Ouite reeently there Tiad heen an interview which he
regarded as more impartant heeause it was more hopeful
of potential result—an interview which must have taken
place with the presmined counivance of the Government
hetween Siv James Craig and de Valera.

These comings and goings and interchanses weore some-
what difficult to veeoneile with the murder zang theory.

My, Arquith referred to the hurnings, lootings, and
other erimes, and said these thivgs were denied, condoned,
and then deploved.  Reprisals now were offieially recognised
and recuiavised,

A Fonl Rtain.

“What is the result " a<ked Mr. Asquith.,  “The name
and fame of Great Britzin has been smirched with a fouler
stain than has ever rested upon it hefore.  The Sinn Fein
movement is stronger thaw ever, and in the course of thig
very month, by aniversal acknowledgment, it is going to
carry all the sets Inoa Parliament i which the members
elected will eontemptuonsly refnse to sit,”?

Tt was o sitnation that ealled not only for heart-hurn-
ings and heart-searching, but Tor action. Breen now it ap-
peared to him that if the Government were frankly and
openly to proceed on the lines of the resolution hefore the
meeting & way of escape would he fonnd.

Tet there he o complete. veciproeal. and ungualified
truce—and after that aminesty. IF over there was a case
for amnesty it wag this case of Treland.  What would then
follow? (A veice: Justice)

Serething morve thin jnstice was to follow, They were
ta give to lreland—for they would then have in these two
hodies whirh were being called into exisionce people who
hisd gwone throngh the form of popular ¢lection—that saine
statns of nationhood, self-government, and Dominion au-
tonomy whieh hind been in cvery guarter of "ihe slobe the
real nexus of our imperial nnity,
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