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By the Grace of God and Faver of the Apostolic See
Archbishop of Wellington and Metropolitan. To the
Clergy and Faithful in the said Diocese. Health and
Benediction in the Lord. !

Dearly Beloved Brethren,

In our pilgrimage throngh life from tiwe io eternity,
we stand particularly in nced of two Lhings, food and light—
food te sustain cur streugth, and light to guide our steps in
the right way., Now, God's infinite mercy has admirably
provided us with these two gifts, namely, our food in ihe
Blessed Sacrameut of the Fucharist, aud our light in the
Holy Bible, infallibly interpreted by the Church.

Onr Holy ifather, PPope Benedict XV, has clhasen the
occasion of St. Jerome's 15th centenary, to emphasise the
exhortations of his proedecessors, chiefly Pope Leo X1IT.,
to bring back Bible-reading into prominence awmong the
educated Catholics throughout the world. The oeeasion
was most approprinte, because St Jerome stands second
to nono of the Fathers as the champion of the Bible, His
whole life was strenvously devoted to ihat oue Cause, nor
did le spare either labor or sacrifice for its prowwotion.
Born of Christian parents, he reccived the very best
education in Greek and Latin literature available in his
day. Hence lis trenchant style and his rich vocabalary.
No doubt in his youth he underrated the
tures in comparison with tlhe clegance of his beloved
classics, but, later on. more carefu! and extensive study
of the Bible cutirely changed his taste, and the love of
Holy Writ became the most absorbing passion of  hiy
heart. Pope Damasus, of hwinorial memory, whose seeree
tary St. Jerome had been for a period of two vears, set
him at his first inost important hiblical enterprise, namely,
the correction of the old Fatin version of the New Tests-
ment.  After his illustrious patron's death, he left the
Papal court and began to travel from school to school in
different countries, in order ta cnrich his mind at every
source of hihlieal schalarship. At last he settled perman-
ently at Bethlehem, the very cradle of the ¥aith, and
there spent the rest of Ljs days in untiring lnhors en the
text, the translation. and the exposition of {the Sacred
Scriptures,

Near the cave where Our Saviour was born, his vacant
tomb may still be seen. while his reljes are venerated at
Rome, in the Basilica of Our Lady, styled “A¢ the Crib.”

St. Jerome was certainly a providential teacher, and
Catholic schoolmen  acelaim  him a
Doctor Maxiinus, hecause he is the
" Catholic tradition, regarding the Bible.  His doctrine on
the Canoniecity of the Bible, its authority, its place in
the schemo of Diviae revelation, and the estimation in
which it must he held by Christians, is hevend all praise.

The voot-principle aad starting-point for every duti-
ful and sincere reader and student of tho Bible is. accorde
ing to St. Ferome, this: the Bible is not, like other hooks.
the comman heritage of mankind, hut the property of

the Catholic Churel, moeh in the same way as the deeds
of an estate are

the preverty of the owner. “*No Church.

no Bible,” is an axiom. Tt was the Church that pre-
served with iminense care the text and versions of the
Old Testament, during the ages when  very  numerons
treasures of anciend liternture utterly perished: and, as
regards the New Testament, the specitic heritage of Christ-
ianity, we showuld nob knew, apart from the Church’s certi-
ficate, either its authentic centents or the valid grounds
for including or excluding partieular documents. In the
early ages of the Chateh, many so called “gospels’ were
in circulation. and alsn a numher of enistles."besides those
of St. Paul and the other Apostles. Wheo but the Chur;:'h
could infallibly fix the list or canon of the inspired books
of the New Testament?
When, therefore, some modern self-styled scholar, or
common reader, gaes and. buys a Bible from the bookseller,
and proceeds to deal witl i according to his fancy, he
commits a most unscholarly solecism, and unscrupuious]y
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violates the principle of St. Jerome. In that Saint’s
view ecclesiastical tradition is the basic law of all bib-
lical study; and we read of him brushing aside some
novel interpretation of a text with the curt remark, ‘“‘the
Church of God does nol accept it.””  And we hear him
declare thal be did not deem it worth his while even to
glance at a certain apocryphal book, for, he asks, “What
is the use of reading what the Church rejects?’’ In this
respect ho perfectly agrees with the great doctor, St.
Augustine, who foreibly asserts, “I would not credit the
Gospel itself if it did net come to me on the authority of
the Church.”

The Church is the divinely appointed trustee of the
Bible on behalf of mankind, and every (atholic scholar
must enter on his biblical stndies with loyal submission to
the limitations of his eritical Liberty necessarily proseribed
hy the Church's jufallible tradition. With these safeguard-
ing limits he enjoys the most perfect freedom. Moreover,
he is diverted from hlind-alleys which lead nowhere, and
is  concentrated fields of rescarch sure to be most
fraitful. The plain man who reads his Bible, like the
Hower-sucking hee, for the sweot sustenance to he ex-
tracted frome it, is delivered from the nightmare of the
higher criticism, and takes God's hook with the infallible
guarantee that he reads the words of light and life.

We exhort you, therefore, Dearly Beloved Brethren,
to he diligent in Bible-reading. But vou must know that
it is largely an acquired taste, as both St. Jerome and
Nt Angustine tell us. Thev, too. necded training before
they conld appreciate it. ' You must erack the nut before
you eat it,” was one of St. Jerome's epigrams,  Nor can
we use hetter words than his in ihis connection. To a
devour lady he savs, “Read constantly and memorise as
muel as yvor can. Read till sleep overtakes vou, and your
head droops softly upon the sacred page.” To a priest:
“Frequently read the Haly Seripture, nav, never let the
hallowed volume out of vour lkand. Learn what von have
to teach.  Acquire the faithful word which is aceording to
doctrine, that yon.may he able to exhort in sound doc-
trine, and to convinee the gainsayers.”” To Dhis spiritual
Qaughters, Paula and Eustochinm, ab a time of social
unrest very like the present, le expresses his world-
weariness and its cure: *T§ thers is anyihing to recencile
a thinking man to this life, and make its stirs and up-
heavals supportable, T really think the. devout perusal of
the Bible is that one thing." What rivetted him to this
spiritnal passion was the living imiage of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, in His own persenality, amd in His Mystical Body,
which seemed. to shine out of the inspired page. “Not
to know the Seriptures,”” he cried, *‘is not to know Christ.
One thing and one thing only is the nriceless pearl—tlhe
knowledge of Christ, the Sacrament of His Passion, the
mystery of His Resurrection.” [t is an old culumny
ugainst the Catholic Churel that she fears and hates the
Bible, and does all she can to keep it a closed book, in
fact, that Catholics are not allowed to read the Bible.
The fact is that the Catholic Church surpasses all in the
reverence which she pays to the Bible, and the zeal and
care with which she promotes its study. Before the ‘‘re-
formers” began their nefarious work, the Catholic Church
taught the peeple the Bihle as no Protestant Church has
ever done. The “reformers.” instead of giving the people
the Bible, took it from them. Pope Pius VI (1778)
wrote: At a time when a great number of bad hooks
aro ciretlated among the unlearned, you judge cxceedingly
well that the Faithlul should be excited to the reading of
the Bible, for this is the most abundant source which
onght to he left open to evervone to draw §rom it purity
of morals and of doctrine. This you have reasonably
effected by publishing the Bible in the langnage of your
conntry (viz. Italian) suitably to everyone’s capacity.”
This letter has since been commonly printed at the be-
ginning of popular editions of the Catholic Bibie. Also
Pope Pius VII. (1820) urged the English bishops to en-
courage their people to read the Bible, saving, “Nothing,
can be more useful, more consolatory, more animating,
hecause the Holy Seriptures (i.e., the Bible) serve to.con-
firm the faith; to support the hope, and to inflame the
charity of the true Christian.”

Last year the whole Catholic world celebrated in Rome
the 15th centenary of the death of the great doctor, Sf.
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