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at, the sun just now through smoked glasses and Dhue
spectacles, and their hair i at that lunar
shadow which is more and more ohscm-mg it. They have
not the firm faith of the other sky-gazers, and tell us,
amid. shrieks- for the police (and guite illogically for the
fire brigade) that as scon as thap sanguinary shadow,
Labar masquerading as Bolshevism, gets over the sun,
darkness will settle upon England, not to lift again.
The capitalistic light of day will be put out and chaos
only remain. We retain our Dbelief in the fundamental
ganity of the Tnglish people. They may rise in their
strength apainst the evil eonditions of our present social
system, but they will not seek to destroy the Fngland they
fought to save. The shadow will pass, the sun may shine
on a new carth, but it will still he the same sun.

is Tizing

WOODROW W:LSON: A VALEDICTORY
ESTIMATE

This week's retirement of Woodrow Wilsoll
tempered oblivien of ex-Presidency is an irresistible temp-
tation to moralizers (says the Nution awd the Afhenavum,
London, for Marel 5). What a serman upon the vanity of
human wishes! For amoug the little list of men whom
the tumultuous tide of the War lifted to a dizzy height of
fame and worship and then Ies down into the depths,
the ex-President helds a unigue position. His case alone
carries all the authentic marks of human tragedy, upon
the highest plane, Other lesser figures intervened from
time to time, soldiers or statesmen, hringing a momentary
Lope of victory or of pacific settlement which should re-
lease the world from its long torture. But these hopes
were too slender, the moral and material resources on
which they rested too exigucus, to command the world’s
confidence. Only when the words of the great President
began to float across the Atlantic into deadened
with the noise of hattle, did we begin to believe that the
Lord had raised up a new Prophet, with a Messapge of
Salvation.. Nn man, we felt, stauding in his own strength,
would dare to utter these high political commandments.
The inspiration of the great American democracy, the
latest and the -tallest child of liberty, lay in these words.
America was net in the War when first they came. In-
deed, it seemed at first as it the guarantee of her great
mission rested in this aloofness. TFor only a disinterested
nation ean lelp justice to prevail in the day of judgment.
This was undoubtedly the first concern of Woadrow Wil-
son—to keep lhis nation out of the War in order to con-
serve the whole strength and authority of America for an
early and an equitable seitlement.

Even hefore the War, it mayv rightly le claimed that
the President conceived for Lis country the moral leader-
ship of the world. Take this striking passage from lis
Fourth of July address in 1914:— . )

“My dream is that as the years go on and the world
knows more and more of America, it.will turn to America
for those moral inspirations which lie at the hasis of all
freedom: that the world will never fear America unless
it feels that it is engaged in some enterprizse whieh is
inconsistent with the rights of humanity.”

It is part of the tragedy of Woodrow Wlison that
neither he nor any sincere American can to-day repeat
these words. But no one whoe knows Mr. Wilson or his
country can doubt that when he spoke them thev were
the passionate desire of his heart and the profound helief
of his mind. In this faith when the War came,
America as yet stood out, he solemnly
the post of world-arbiter.
or at all excessive in this vision. When Furope was weary
of its War, broken in rvesources and perhaps contrite in
spirit, to what other earthly providence could it turn?
Then would come the great moral opportunity for Am-
eriea. His country stood firmly and enthusiastically he-
hind him in the autumn of 1916, and gave him the full
right to spéak as he was speakingy .

Tf America conld have stond out! Tnt America could
not stand out. War blinds and maddens its executants,
and Germany’s madness inevitahly drew in America. This
was the first step-in the spiritual tragedv. for the entranera
of America into the War, however politically Tecessary,
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There was nothing arrogant .

hegan-at once to waste the moral capital of her great mis-
impartial peacemaker. [t iz a part explanation
of the collapse of the President at Versailles that he failed
adequately to realise that virtne had gone out of him as
a neeéssary implication of Ameriean belligereney. He had
isstied his Fourteen Points, the greatest and .the truest
application of the moral hu to the collective conduet of
nations ever enuncinted any man in 8 pesition of
aunthority. Was le deceived into a convietion fhat the
inherent virtue of these maral truths must seoften the
hearts and convinee the intellects of harvdened, war-seared
Suropean statesmen®  He was not without excuse for
this helief. The Liberals of Furope had responded with
jovful enthusivsm  to this splendid expression of their
hearts' desire. Fven the aceredited statesmen of the warv-
ring nations had deiie semething more than lip-service.
For they had formally adopted-the Points and their exe-
gesis, and had offered them
the peace. Germuny laid
press dtipulation. The
blossomed into the TDeed.
The perfidy of this hetraval has never vet heen bran-
ded as it ought upon whatever substitnte for censcience
the Allied representatives possess. How should 3Mr. Wil
son have kwown that these diplomats merely saw in his
principles a hait for Germany. and had un intention what-
soever of applving them to the conditions of peace which
this snecessful srick placed them in a position to impose?
It is true that Mr. Wilson was not an innecent professor,
rushing suddenly into the arena of palities, a nntural prey
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for the beasts or gladiators that aliound there. His ac-
quaintance with American politicians, indeed with the
special New Jersev hrand, had heen fairly long and inti-

mate. . He l\ne\\ cnmvthlmr of the gulf which lav hetween
profession and Dl‘.ILtl(‘(‘ Ceuld he have supposed that the
more clevated and rvesnonsible statesmen of Kurope were
preparcd to stoop to fouler play than ever stained the
annals of New Jersex? All Furope was stageering under
the shoek of the most devastating war that had ever been.
Famine and bankruptey and revolution threatened all the
belligerents.  Surely the sanity, if not the justice or mag-
nanimity, of his Principles, must carry conviction to the

statesmen of a Furope 1 such a plight! It was a gospel

of shecr self-preservation he was preaching. Could they
reject 1t? Well, they did. Ther Dbuilt the Bad TPeace

upon the ruins nf tis Principles, and using themm not as
fonndation stones, hut as occasional, convenieny stnpgaps
and ornaments in their gimerack edifice.

‘.\h\' did he let them do it, or if he could not stop
them, why did he consent? The answers to these qgues-
tions have heen tossed to and fro in a heated rejoinder
for the past two vears, with no conclusive result.
ally speaking, they fall into two classes,
stress laid on circumstances or

Gener-
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and defenders insist that he yielded to something they -
call foree majeiwre which confronted. him at Paris, and

for which he was not prepared. The politieal philosopher
andt moralist was drawn by the unexpected collapse of the
War prematurcly and without preparation inte the Den
of Diplomacy. whete he was lost among the barbed-wire
entanglements which Furopean “frealists” hiad made ready
for him. Having first drageed away from him his shield
of "Open covenants apenly arvived at,” they phunged him
into dark ihtricacies with which he counld not cope. When
he grew unduly restive, thev threw to him scraps of self-
determination. cconomic equality, and other principles to
keep him quiet and to ‘divert him from. the pence termw
on to the supreme ohject of his personal devotion, to the
League, of Nations. And in the end he came away with
his name to a Pence Treaty which he thought to be con-
sistent with his ITourteen .Points, and the Covenant of g
Leapue which was his special contribution to the history
of human progress.

In the face of events since the Armistice, no clear-
thinking man now maintains cither of these two claims:

_Some of his defenders, indeed, from the heginning threw

aver the virtue of the Peace Treaty, holding the quite
plausible view that Wilson,- like the good molitician in
all times and . all countries, bartered awav the terms of
Peace in return for the Covenant, persuading himself that
with that instrument all that was bad or impracticable
in the Peace could finally be remedied. If so, ke hardly
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