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. the question of reprisals in Treland. And it should demand

to know what the Government intends doing if Ireland
refuses to accept the latest Home Rule Act, and remains
constant te its own Parliament. Will it go on shooting
Irishmen until no Irishmen are left?

Wo call the sttention of our readers to some signifi-
cant admissions made by Sir Edwurd Carson recently in a
speech at Torquay to the valetudinarian Unionists re-
eruiting at that health resort.

He began by sayving that when he read some Irish
newspapers he was ashamed to stand before a civilised
audience. This is interesting as fixing the character of his
audience, and revealing the fact that he does read some
Irish nmewspapers. Fhen ho went on to pour sporn om the
suggestion, made hy somo hypothetieal Gnglishman, that
we should ‘‘withdraw tho troops and police fram Ireland.”
Let them murder whom they like, but give them what
they want! But in that case whom would they murder ?
1t 35 well known that districts neglected by the military,
police, and irregulars have heen quite free from crime.

He assured hig hearers that frankly he did not believe
in any policy of what is called IHHome Rule for Treland.
But secing that the Government in its great wisdom had
given Ireland a parliament, he would do his hest to make
that Parliament a sucecess. Whiely, appavently, is the
reason why he has resigned the headship of the Ulster
Unionist Party. :

Tinally, after having proclaimed, amwidst much ap-
plause, that the Ulsterman of a Unionist persuasion,
did not want to associate with a gang of murderers”
(unless they wear blagk-and-fan } “called Sinn Fein {ah!
that makes it clear!) with their sham Parliament,” e
appealed eloquently for the holding out of & friendly hand.
These were his words: — ‘

“There is no one in the world who would be more
pleased to see an absolute unity in ITreland than 1 would,
and it could bo purchased to-morrow, at what does not
scem to me to he a very big price. I the Seuth and
West of Ireland came forward to-morrow to Ulster and
said: ‘Look here, we have to run our old 1sland, and we
have to run her together, and we will give up all of this
everlasting hatred of England, and we will shake hands
with you, and wyou and we together within the Enipire
doing our best for ourselves and the United Kingdom and
for all his Majest®’s Dominions will join together.” T will
undertake that Ulster would accept the handshalke for the
sake of this country and our own, and the whole Empire.”

) Does this mean that Ulster is prepared to ce-operate
with Ireland gencrally to make a reality of the sham ame
1{-}116 Parliztuent? Or is she mercly 1'(;:'1«13' to shake hands
“'lt.h the few Irishmen outside Ulster who are mot Sinn
Feiners? )

‘ It scems to us that the fire and fury is no more 1han
fire and fqry; and that Unionist Ulster is anxious to have
some say in the affairs of Treland. Tossibly even Union-
ist Irishmen from Ulster do not relish the prospeet of Lhe
Possibly they sy wondor ahat vl teppos 1o Tndond
when the last Sinn Feiner is (imd ()\-Itm]-(l‘ R
the ahility of Unieniet Uit lead.  Certainly they doubt
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n s gang onists may he to meet Sinn Weiners,
there is no doubt that ther are eager to find 3 formula
which will bring Sinn Feiners and Unionist Ulstermen in
line togeth(_‘r, _Snmehod_v suggests complete fiseal auton-
omy. ' But it will need a wider formula than that. Sinn
Feiner and"Uluonisi; will not shake hands.in the .l'G'S(‘n ¢
of fl;] Eﬂ{-’,!lsh garrison. } prestnee

lero 1s reason i ieve if.
Parliament may nmvobile{:( :ﬁr}?{:ﬂt fhe life of the present
3 a s one, for on the Govern-

ment side, preparations are being made for a vencral
I al.

election, and a cave of young Unionists is heine for
to provide a “safe’’ alternutive to the 1111p0p11I':;:'“E‘n'f?;t]i]::l
But, since the leader with the cave is Lord T?nlum'f: Clecil,
‘,Irel:md has little to hope, and therefore Fnoland has ]itttl’
to hope from the alternative. Tord Robert's ontil.n s
for self-determination lecomes straneclv c()hl‘“'] it ap.
Proa{tj:‘llms the shores of Ireland, T o b e
) e Labor Party need not be considere it e
into power it mi_ght be compelled to prant fgéodgmlttoc‘}]?l‘e
land. But_ it will not come into power at thé next (':‘I(l_
eral Election, and in opposition it will pmbahl\? (IO,I o
more to foree the haud of the Government than it ]10
done, which is pnthing. The Teaders of Lai)m-‘ hav o
real sympathy with Ireland. They late her reliﬂrio‘ne 11({
they hate the cause of Nationalism. They use '-t‘llejliflli
problem merely as a stick to beat the Gcﬁvprnﬁwnt "t?l
AndNtht(;y_ llseﬂthat stick with great discretion e
Nathing, then, is to be hoped fr Yarliam
a miracle could put life into gnhoso glrl'i;r ]h:(l]ll‘]l:;ment. oty
But indeed a miracle is needed if Engla;ul i§ to he
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Ipho_ne of a servile press; how shall we let the public know

the truth? We cannot believe that if the English people
knew the truth they would tolerate tho doings of the
creatures who misgovern them. We blame them for sub-
mitting so tamely to the imposition. Such cowardice,
such wilful blindness amounts almost to eriminal folly.
Unless they are stirred from iheir stupor they will be lost
for ever. But we are convinced thag even yet they might
he stirred from it, and that once aroused they would give
short shrift to the Iloyd George gang. How can it be
done? We seem helpless. We cry aloud, but in a wilder-
ness, where our voice is lost. And yet, God helping us,

the miracle may happen.

OUR ROMAN LETTER

By Scorrus ALTER.

Ameng reeent  distinguished  visitors to Rome have
been the Most Rev. Dr. Clune, Arehbishop of Perth, and
the Most Rev. Dr. Amigo, Bishop of Southwark. The
visit of Dr. Clane was most opporiune, bringing with
him as he did, the latest news from Ircland, and being
able to toll the story of his attempt io bring about a truce
and the cireumstances under which such a trice was not
realised. D, Amigo, too, is already well known as 2
friend to Ireland; but it will not be, perhaps, till the
history of the present crisis comes to he written that
Ivishmen will fully realise the debt of gratitude she owes
these two prelates for the pood serviee they have done her,
in face of the very setious imjury which was being done
the Irish cause by the incessant civculation of calnmnies.

One would think it but reasonable to expect that Ireland

should not only “have the right of presenting her own
case, but should likewise have an opporinnity of refuting
any charges made against her, Vet it was ascertained
during the visit referred to that such a ludicrous story
as that of the priest advocating from the altar the killing
of British policemen had been accepted. and many similar
siories likewise accepied without any attempt to inguire
into their truth. Two of the Cardinals in Curia are of
British hirth, and a British ambassador is resident in
Rome whose hnsiness it is to see every week the Holy
Tather or Secrebariate of State. Those who pnard sup-
pased British interesis here have thus everv opportunity
of maling and re-iterating untested anfi-Irish statements
founded simply on information supplied by the TEnglish
Cavernment or by- English journals. It is difficult to get
official people liero to uoderstand that pronouncements of
theirs wonld be merely langled at by Mr. Lloyd George
and his hackors -as happered in the case of the Pope’s
efforts fur peace—-bol might cause consideralble mischief
to the Trish movement.  There is undonbtedly much
sympathy for Treland among Itajian ceclesinstics.

Austrin has, practically since the close of the war,
expressed her wish to settle her own destiny, and protested
in various ways against the pretensions of other nations or
their goveruments to limit her rights or vegulate their
oxerrise. These pretensions have nob been, so far as is
known here, enforced by the occupatien of her entire
territory by hordes of foreign soldiery, nor by the direct
destrnction of her preperty, killing of her citizens and
imprisonment of her leaders and elected representatives.
Yet rocently the expression of the national will, aecording
to the accounts of the Osservatore Romane and Cerriere
A'Italia, has found vent in violence of a somewhat irregular
kind. Wa note in passing that the Osserrvatore, January
9G, merely mentions in gencral the fact of such viclence,
proceeding, immediately to detadl in the greater part of
the column the miseries of every deseription which Austria
cuffers from the political conditions forced upon Ter;
theso latter it evidently considers to be in the case of
Austrin the more important news. The generous: inter-
vention of the Holy Sec to secure for Austria tolerable
conditions of natiomal life could not, under such cir-
cumstances, be unexpected, and the form it has taken
will bo of cspecinl interest to such as are interested in
other mational struggles for existence. “The singular and
end conditions,” writes the Holy Father to the Cardinal
Secretary of State, “in which Austria finds herself after
the events of the war and of the Treaty of Peace, have
now become so grave that we can no' longer remain in
qilence.” The letter then procecds to emphasise the suf-
forings of “this noble and illustrions Nation, which in the
course of ages has merited so much by the defence of the
TFaith and of Christian civilisation,”” with “‘her commerce
stopped, her industrieg paralysed.” “Tn setting forth,”
he adds, “such a mournful situation, “it is not our inten-
tion to search out responsibilities and fauits. We do but
lament, and public opinion is at one with us. in affirm-
ing it. that the present condition of Austria is absolutely

saved at all. B ie ! . . . ;
at all. The ear of the public is plued to the mega- = intolerable, being one which deprives an entire nation
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