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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

[A WeegLy InstRUCTION FOR YOUNG AND OLb.]

-Second Article: I[irst Proof of the Truth of the Catholic
Church, the Existence of the Apostolic See,

14. Amid the bodies which profess Christianity, thut
one which possesses the apostolic succession is the tiue
Church of Jesus Christ. The Roman Catholic Church poes-
sesses the apostolic succession, therefore she is the trua
Chureh.

We have in fach already seen that the Divine Founder
established the Apostolic See or the Mapacy in His Church,
of which it was to be thoe centre and the basis.

Being, then, the centre and the basis of the truoe
Church, the Papacy is inseparable from it, and wmust ever
be preserved therein; therefore, where we find the Papacy,
there is also the true Clurel,

The Papuacy or apostolic suecession is proserved in
the Roman Church. The Prince of the Apostles went to
Rome- in the reign of the Bmperor Clandins, AT, 42,
estahlished s see there, remained there 235 yoears, and died
under Nero on June 29 of the yvear 67, In dying, he loft
the Tapal See and the supreme power as a divine inherit-
ance to his successors, 85, Linus, Clotus, Clement, and all
the otliers whese names arve known, down to Benedict XV,
Rome, and henee the Roman Churely, is, then, the deposi-

tory of the Apostoiic See. It is proved by history and”

loudly proclaimed by monuments and traditions; and,
moreover, no sect has ever claimed this incontestable attri-
bute of the Romar Church. She is, then, the true and
anly Church, established hy Jesus Christ: and all seghs ave
bt corruptions of the Christian faith, the snerilegions
results of heresy and schism.

I3, This argument was proclaimed, from the earliest
times, by the formula, which was received s an axiomn,
Ui Petrus, ibi Eeelesio —Where Peter i, there is the
Church.” By Peter is here.meant the See of Poter, the
successor of Peter, or the Roman Pentiff. Every one can
.eomprehend the truth and the foree of these words—they
admit of no guestioning. Tt is as if one said, Where the
living trunk is, there the trec also is:; where the centre is,

there is the circle; where the foundution is found, there ~

is also the ecdifice; where the throne stands, there exists
the empire.” Let us then londly proclaim this Jight-
diffusing sentence, “Where Peter is, there is alsa the
Church™; and let us add that which naturalls follows. and
which is g0 consoling to the faithful, “Where the Chureh
is, thera is Christ; where Christ is, thero is salvation.”
Third Article: Second Proof of the Truth of the Catholic
Church, her four distinetive Marks.

16. The Roman Catholic Chureh is the true Chureh of
Jesus Christ, if the Divine Founder Imprinted in Mis work
distinetive marks, and if these marks or signs are found
united in the one Roman Catholic Church.

The minor of this syllpgism affirms a twofold fact:
(1) the divine imprinting of these~distinetive marks. nnd
(2) the existence of these marks in the Roman Catholic
Church, In crder to prove this twofold fact, we must con-
sider the four marks one after the other; and, after hav-
ing defined in what each one consists, show (1) that Jesus
Chr.is.t really gave it to His Church as a pledge of auth-
enticity; (2) thut this pledge is found in the Roman
Church.  As the marks of the Church must be visible to
the world we shall, without much rensoning, see them, in
fact, shining by _their own light in the true Church,
~ The four marks of the true Church are her four ossen-
tial properties, manifesting thomsclves to the world. unity,
holi_ness, Catholicity, and apostolicity. We make this con.
fession in the Creed which we repeat st Mass, T believe
in one holy Catholic and Apostolic Clurch,”

Unity.
. 17, The unity proper to the Chureh makes (his di-
vinely established society stand out alone on earth, un-
divided in herself, like an individnal person. The Church

is one in the sense (1) that there is hut one Church founded

by Jesus Christ; (2) that this one Church has but one head,
one faith, one worship, based on the same Sacramonts,
The Church, or religions society, differs thus frem civil
soctety, which is not one, Lut manifold, heing divided into
aﬂnumher of kingdoms, which are independeut of each
other.
_Jesus Chriss has imprinted on His Church this esson.
- tial distinctive character of unity. He has chosen a sinplo
foundation on which to build, not His Churches, but His
Church, like an edifice formed of all the faithful, as of so
many living stones, eomposing ore whole. The multitude
of faithful, according to the desires of Our SBaviour, was
to be perfectly united in heart and mind, as He shows
. by this prayer to His Eternal” Father: “Holy Father, 1
- pray Thee for all ‘_tl}fse who believe in Me, that all n;a.y

be one, as Thou, My Father, and I are one; that so the
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me" (John xvii,
28, 2I).

’ Is)this mark of unity found in the Catholic Church?
It suffices to east one’s eyes on the divers people who com-
poso it to see that by their union with their pastors they
form but one family, wherein reigns the most admirable
unity of head, of faith, and of worship. -

Holiness.

18, The mark of holiness consists in the great fruit-
fulness of the Church in predneing holy works. Like to
a living and fertile tree, she possesses the virtue of con-
stantly preducing various fruits of holy teaching, holy
works, and miracles. '

Holiness, invisible in itself, manifests its presence by
three cffeets: (1) a teaching and doctrine which is ever
pure; (2) exelted virtue and good works ever flourishing
in at least some of the members of the Church; (3) the
miracles which are centinually werked within her pale.
Jesus Christ has endowed His Church with the idalienable
treasure of holiness, and with tlie perpetual gift of mir-
acles.  *'He has loved His Church,” savs the Apaostle; and
Ho has ““delivered Himself up for it, that He might sane-

- Aity it, eleansing it by the laver of water in the word of life,

that He might present it to Himsell a ¢lorions Church, not
having any spot' (IEph. v. 25). “I am ihe vine, you arve
the branches; he that abideth in Me, and T in him, the
same beareth much fruit” (John xv. 5). ““Amen, amen,
T say to vou, he that helieveth in BMe, the works that™1
do, ke also sha!ll do, and pgreater than fThese shall he do”
(John xiv. 12).

Holiness  enhanced hy miracles is thus inseparable
from the Church of Jesus Christ. Now the Catholic Church
in her past history, as in her present state, appears sur-
retnded by an aurcela of holiness; and we have but to
look into the best-authenticated Tives of the Seints, the
acts of the martyrs, the histories of religious Orders and
of charitable institutions, and the Annals of the Propaga-
tion of the Frrith,\in order to recognise this her holiness
in the same way as we recognise a tree by its fruits,

THE WEAVING.

The moon is weaving in the strect
A tanglement fer passing feet

That must go always up and down
¥rom the river-to the town.

For men walk there who never sec
The lovely gestures that a tree

Marks over them when they go by.
There men never see the sky.

Their hearts are heavy and they walk
With timid eyes. They never talk.

And so the moon is making there,
Out of her shining, beautiful har,

Refloctions of the branches so
Theso tired, awkward men may know

By looking on the ground they love
What excellent beauty moves above.
—HaroLp Cooxr, in the Touchsione.

T tell vou to aim at that which all who are saints
have had in common with each other, and which we,
tf we hope to be saved, must have in common with
themn—faithful performance of the commenplace duties
of daily life.—Rev. Joseph Farrell.
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