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- TRUTH ABOUT POLAND

(By J. IL. Hagrey, in Averyman.)

The following article by the ec.iitor of The . o
Polund gives authoritative expl;umtlpn, fl’om_"[he 113
lish point of view, of the causes that induced I (_‘)lan'c o
attack Russia. Tlis accusations against the Supreme
Council of having tacitly encouraged Poland _tolma.ke
war on the Bolsheviks are buased cu first-hand informa-
tion from the highest sonrces.—Ed. Focryman.

Poland, since the dark days of her _l’al.'tition, lhas
had many warm friends and champions, but it has AuHen
needed all their energy and perseverance to get simple
justice done to her cuuse. _l'l\'en‘to-_nla'\'l 11;91'9 z.en'mlus
a school of historians, vwing their 111;;'1)11'&-1011‘ for the
most part to G-et'mzmy, whao persist 1n assc-_rtmg t-h.at‘
Poland became the prey of three autocratic empires
because, at the end of the eighteenth century, she lell
hopelessiv into chaos and anarchy.  The proefs to
the contrary arve despised or disregurded, just as those
who clamorousiv asseverate, In unison with BO]S_hG\']HL
propagandists, that the present Polish  State 15.‘1-11(5
creatura ol lmpervialist Polish Puns: hu_\'ﬁ 110\'{"1' given
any serious attention lo the m);l:s't'_]t}li'un] and actual
rulers of the State which thev criticise.

The fact is there never was a tune when clear
thought and detached cousideration of grmt_];ro‘!}]enm
were nore needed than thev are to-day.  AMr. Bonar
Law once admitted in the flouse of (}mnmun:-‘, t}’lat?
there was an organised Bolzhevist propaganda in full
swing in this conutry of Britain. There can be no
possibla doubt abont 1. And the resuli huﬁ 1)&’.6]'1 fo
diffuse an atmosphere in which it is very (hi‘ﬁcu}zu Lo
make the truth known in regard to the actual situa-
tion in Poland. Open cnemies can be wmarked an('_{l
boldly faced: bul when we {ind a reputable ol'guu.oi
free Liberal opinion iaking the [antastic sngggstmn
that to bring about Kuvopean peace you must disarm
Poland while Boishevist Russia may consenipt and armn
hersell as she pleases, we vealize to the [ull thf: wm:i(l
of make-belicve in which we are, on this question, in-
vited to live and move. .

I cannot be dunbted, too, ihat Lhe visit to Soviet
Russia of wany Labor potiticlans. who kuoow not a
single word of Russian, has had onfortunate vesulis
which wero exceedingly untair 1o Poland.  The more
prominent Labor leaders who went had their heads on
their shoulders, and, though they weve at the merey
of their hosts and intevpreters, thev kept their minds
clear. DBut along with them there were less 1'eputa.b1_e
and immature men who weut there to see what their
minds brought the power of seeing, and there can be
no doubt that their hasty and ill-considered judgment
produced a false impression on the Soviet leaders just
as it has misled many people in this country since their
return.

On two particular pomis, as agaiust all such spe-
cial pleaders, the truth requives to be told and empha-
sised about Poland at the present time. 1u the fivst
Mace, the recent Polish advance to Kiell was not an
unproveked offensive, and in the second placq the
Poles were not invading undoubted Russian territory.

Many of myv readers will vead this last paragraplh
with surprise. 1t has Dbeen so constantly and skilfully
dinned in their ears that the few recent weeks have
seenn the defeat of the last and most unscrupulous
gamble of Polish Tmperialism that they have come to
fook on the iniquity of Poland as eapable of being
demonstrated with the sawime certituds as a proposition
of Eueclid.

Yet the advance to Kieff was only another ael In
a play, and a very serious play, that had Dbeen going
on for a very loug time before the Poles took the action
of which Bolshevist propaganda has made such a skil-
ful use. When the German Reich began to collapse
and the German armies began to evacuate Lithuania
they left the territory, starting from the Russian side
first. That resulted in a Bolshevist occupation with
undesirable consequences to the inhabitants of these

occupied territories, and the vesult was that dramatic
appeals, not coming entirely from ihe Polish sections
of these people, were sent to the Polish Chief of State
and Diet begging for the intervention of a Polish army
to liberate them from their OPpressors.

A volunteer Polish arinv, lacking arms and muni-
tions, composed chiellv of refugees from these terri-
lories, spontaneously springing up in response to such
an appeal,—this, not the advance to I\’_i-eff‘, was the
beginning of what was practically a state of war be-
tween Poland and the Bolshevists. This i3 simply a
matter of history, and why the contrary should be pro-
claimed so confidently in many British organs of pub-
lic opinion is what n6 one who has studied the guestion
van understand ! So far from this action being ani-
wated by any Thinperialistic motives, it was glearh'
proclaimed, on every available oceasion, by the Polish
Head of the State and the Polish Covernment that
they would in the caso of 4l territories occupied by
them, respect the opinion of the Allies.  Bui the Al
hes‘ on this, as on many other questions, proved wvacil-
l:thmg and uncertain, At the beginning of the war
Poland was regarded by Frawce as a natural barrier
Letween Bolshevism and Germany, and was heiped in
her vampaign, whereas Brltain was content fo “‘waif
and see.”  Later on Poland was promized war mater-
al in the autunm of 1070 v the British Government
it she decided to join Denilin’s forces.  What was
Poland to do in face of thesn variant ebbs and flows
of Allied opinion? Bub the most serious of these Al-
ed interventions was in the sutumn of 1919 when cer-
Lam mtermediaries approached the Tolish Govermment
with very advantageous proposals of peace on behalf
of the Soviels. Phe Pulich Frime Minister, awho was
al that ime in Paris, ashod the Supreme Conneil what
Polund s altitude shonhd b e aras told that there
conld be wn qiestion of iy segutintions between Po-
litwd cwnid e Bolshovists wt tha time.  The Poles, like
good Allies, adopted the advice of the Supreme Coun-
cil, and yet Viseount Grey of Fallodon tells us that
the Teague of Nation: has no responsibility for Po-
land in a war which she continued at the i'equest of
the chiet authoritv: for the Alliex at that particular
timne.

It should now he perfectly clear that the Polish
alvance to Kielf, whether it wis prudent. or not, was
o anprovoked offensive, bul simply ancther move in
aowar, or, ab oanv rate, in hostile operations, which
had been going ou ror many mouths before this par-
ticular  movement  oecenrved.  The Bolshevists  were
smarting from defeats sustained iy the past, and were
known to be preparing a big offensive.  If this offen-
sive had been allowed to materialise it 1s certain, in
the light of what has now occurred. that their armies
would have been in Warsaw long ago: but the Polish
General Staff thought that if they pushed on to Kieff,
they might attain teniporary safe, strategical line of
defence which would enable Poland to recluce her army
and yet be safe from the threal of a future Bolshevist
aggression. That is the whole truth of what many
organs of British public opinion and mere politicians
and publicists persist in calling Poland s mad gamble,
But what about the second accusation that the
Poles, being arrogant Imperialists, were recklessly in-
vading undoubted Russian territery ? ’

In the Polish /:eezyposolitc; there has just been
published a Note from the Allies on December 8, 1919,
which lays down a provisional eastern trontier for Po.
land. The note was signed by M. Clemenceau, and
1t concludes with the slatement that “any clear right
which Poland may claim to any terrvitory on the east
of the line. is reserved.” This shows that at any rate
the guestion of frountiers was not foreclosed and that it
was anticipated that Poland wonld be able to present
claims to lands which were not included in what are
understood as her more strictly ethnographic frontiers.

But surely by this time it is realised that Lith-
uania is not Russia and that the people of the Ukraine
cannot be iguored if a nationalist movement gathers
strength in that territory. Marshal Pilsudski himself
is a Lithuanian, and Prince Sapieha, the Polish For-
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