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i fine to aspire, than a strict law that each one is
cbliged to realise in his life. _ A

Do you not 1'ecugnise_ 111 th_ese feat_mres :lf(if[ermsm,
which substitutes ewelution of conscience, the
seienece of collectinity, for the authority of Revelasion
and the Church? The Modernist rejects dogmas from
outside, from on high, which are binding; his faith is
a poetic chant, a moval and religicus ideal, in which he
recogiises himself. e declines to let himself be gov-
erned by the Ilead of a Church divinely mvested with
a nmission to command subjects. Dogma and laws ave
to him the result of deep aspirations, progressive as-
pirations of individual consciences, whicl are vaguely
supposed to foim a “‘collective couscience.” Their
fruit, fully vipeuned, is gathered by the teaching Church,
which lLecomes, by the dogmatic or imperative lorul-
ulas it I1ssues, 1110'interpretel‘ of the collectivity. Thus
the teaching and governing authovity has disappeared:
it 1, as in Jean Jacques Rousseau’s “"Hocial Contract,”
the emanation of universal sufivage.

Modernism was fitly called by Pope P’ius X. the
rendezvous of all heresies. T[f 15 the resultant of Pro-
testantism, Naturalism, and Kantism. T would will-
ingly call it scepticism cloaked in the garb of religion.
To tho overweening conceit of some it appears to be
the safety-engine of Christianity tperilled by Roman
autocracy. 1t is, verily, the subile revolt of souls who
know not how te either believe or obey, and delude
themselves by thinking that they remain religious be-
canso they idolise an ideal forged by themselves. Did
von ever lear the ideal exalted as it now k! FEvolu-
tion of the wae, personal elevation, the aflirmation of
persenality, and so on and se on,

Jut 1o, the ideal is not aee; we are nofwra Al irite)
wo came inlte the world under malediction from on
high, and, evew after Divine mevey has granted for-
oiveness, we remain degencrates, whom only the re-
generations in the Dlood of Christ can restore to sound
and {ruitful life. The ideal is Christ Jesus, the poor
One of Nazareth, the wmeek and humble of heart, strip-
ped. suflering, dying in ignominy on Calvary, but con-
quering, by 1lis death, His voyalty over the world.
Thix ideal 12 old of twenty centuries: it is no longer to
be creaied by the barvew elforts of a virtuoso.  And, to
the end of ages. the Church, by the mouth of her faith-
ful childven, will acclaing her only sovereign: ““(Vurue,
faves oi howny Ll st Res Chieiste Redemptor” (1Palm
Hundays. }

Well, ihat is how we were before the war. And
Lehold the revelalion of the wisdom and omnipotence of
the Sovereign Master of events, who patient, because
Tle is cternal, never fails to realise with might and
sweetness Tlis holy designs. The intellectual world had
paid eomrt to Kant: even Freuchmen, so hostite by
natural temperamens lo Germanie donunation, had
honored the genial dreamer with their philosophic Pan-
theon.  And lo! pan-Germanic pride hecame the chas-
tisement of Europe.  No doubt pau-Germanism will
perish in the snare it set for others: such is the law
so often recalled in the psalms of Thavid: the trickster
i caught in his own traps,

The wars of Europe made France expiate the
great evime of the French Revolution.  Napoleon,
Clonsnl and Fmyperor,, had some fleeting hours of glory.
Waterloo ealed his downfall. The instrument of
Divine vengeance must sooner or later be mutilated or
broken. No doubt of that. Tf the nalions refuse to
bend down before God and His Christ, the peace which
they may conelude will be, despite the pomp and array
of miernational tribunals, extremely precarious: No-
thing will avail.  Christ must triumph over our resist-
ance and tnbelief.  ““ITe must reign, till 1Te has put
all Ilis enemies under His feet.” (Cor. xv., 25.) And
if men do not allow Him to reign by Ilis mercy, He
will reign by His justice, Somehow He will and must

“h-

reign.  “Faor other foundations no wman can Tay, hut
that whiel ix lad : which is Christ Jesus”” (1 Cor.
ui. 10)
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To enjoy the treasures of the Heart of Jesus, one
must  hmmble oneself, recognise onc’'s nothingness, and
that is what many souls are not willing to do.
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. ALl power is piven to Me in leaven and on earth.
Going therefore teach you all nations, baptising them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
(chost ; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1
Liave commanded vou, and behold T am with you all days
even unto the consummation of the world.”  (AMatt. 28
18.) ’

These words contain the grand commission given by
their Master to the Apostles to carry on the work He had
conie on ecarth to do -the instruction of wankind in leav-
olﬂy truth and the salvation of the race. You notice in
th_ls commssion  striking features.  The comwmission was
wide as T..]n' world, universal as mankind. It gave the
Apostles full powers to teach, to baptise, to minister and
rule, to do all things necessary for the establishment and
extension of the Church; und further these powers were
to he continued in an apostolie snecession to the end of
time: —"HBehold 1 am with you all days to the consumma-
Lion of the world.”  There is the promise of permanence
and suceess. Further, vou shall remember that the men
1o whom this wide commission was siven were men withoutb
himan qualifieations for the task, withoui human learn-
myr, eloguence, nfluetce, wealth.  And the task implied
the planting of new Ideas in n soil where an opposite sys-
tem of thought, relizion and prejudice had  heen lo'ng
established  and cherished.  Philesophy, literature, lepis-
lation. the priesthood and orneles of paganism were to he
overcomte and silenced by men apparently without Btpess
for the work.

Yet wonderful was their suceess. Not more than 25 Foars
had passed when St. Paul could holdly assert:— But I
savt have the nations not heard?  Yes, verily, their sound
went ever all the earth and their words [the Apostles']
unto the end of the world.™ '

Fifty vears after the death of the Tlast Apostles, St.
Justin and St. Irenaeus attest the great expansion of the
uew relicion.  ““There is no race of men,” said Justin,
“whether Greeks or bharbarians, wmongst whom prayers
and the Fucharist are not offered np to the Father and
Maker of all things in the name of Jesus crucified.” Though
they were fearfully persecuted the new people grew the
more rapidly in numbers. “The blood of martyrs is the
soed of Christians,” said one of them. “The more we are
mowed down the more we inercase!” ©“We are but of
vesterday and we have overspread your empire,” said Ter-
tullian to the Roman authorities.  “Your cities, your
Lowns, vour assemblivs, vour armies, tribes. palaces, gen-
ater awd forum swarm with Christians.  We leave you
only your temples.” A thousand vears had the Roman
legions with slow, painful, blood-stained steps heen extend-
ing the great empire.  In 300 years the Apostles and their
sneeessors had, despite every obstacle, absorhed its cities
and  provinees, oune hy one, and had gone hevond its
boundaries.  The Almighty willed it and human opposi-
tion melted away—"Going teach ve all nations . . . .
and behold T am with you all days.”

The missionaries of Christianity filled with the spirit
of their commission, not content with trinmph over Greek
and Roman paganism. panieid for new cenquests, among
new nations and races. They could not rest, they would
never rest oas lolgs as a single nation sits in darkness and
in the shadow of death. &o iv the fourth century his-
torians fid them going south into Africa, where 8t. Fru-
mwentius, conscerated Bishop of Kthiepia by St. Athan-
asiws, brought the Fthiopians within the fold; and in the
fifth century going as far north as Ircland, where St. PPat-
vick converted the Irish people.  The succceding centuries
present the same sight—nation following nalion: Angles
and Saxons, Bohemians and Germans, Tfungarians and
Poles, Tdanes, Swedes, and Russions—till not n corner of
Northern Furope was left unevangelised.  Not satisfied
with the conquest of Europe, the missionary tide flowed
into nnknown Asia and Africa—the prercher of the Gos-
pel following tn the track of the secular esplorer and
often going befors him:—“Aund you shall be witnesses to
Mo in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and even to
the nttermost parts of the earth.”

So the work of conversion went on; se the yictories
over paganism were multiplied; so the prophecies and pro-
mises of Our Lord Jesus Christ were fulfilied. But He
warned the Apostles of the trials and difficulties awaiting
them. ““Behold I send you as sheep i the midst of wolves.
They will deliver you up in councils. They will scourge
vou in their synagogues. You shall be brought before
governors and kings for My sake. The disciple is
not above the master nor the servant above his lord. . .
Fear ve not them that kill the body and are not able to
kill the soul.” TLike a ship on a boisterous sen the Christ-
ian Church has been repeatedly assailed by fierce storms.

“The winds of secular governmental rage have lhowled round
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