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13th century and the beginning of the ldth, brnocent
I1I., Innocent IV., Boniface VIII,, mark‘the‘ apogee
of this era of conguests. The laws of the_ Chur.c}.l, we}”re
the laws of the State. The Papacy was the arbiter in
the quarrels between sovereigns and their subjects. The
unity of Christian society was as complete as one could
wish here below. ) . _

But success intoxicates, and rivalries rend asun-
der. And, as though it were written that pecples as
well as individuals should, after reaching lthe BN -
mit, aspire to descend, the cubminating point of §]1?
ascendant power of the Papacy was the starting-point
of the revolt of peoples against it. And no wonder.
Had not the Holy Ghost fm'etold‘. by the mouths of
Simeon, that Christ was “‘set up 1'91‘ the faH and the
resurrection of many and for a sign which shall be
contradicted” ?  (Luke ii., 34.) .

The Renaissance would have been irreproachable
had it confined itself to require, from 'La,tin. ane Greek
antiquity, models of artistic beauty and literary per-
fection ; but with literature and art, pagan morals _zmd
the elegaut scepticism of ancient society, brought into
the Renaissance the leaves of corruption and revoll.
Luther, on the plea of ‘‘reforming” the Papacy and
the Church, broke with both.  Tn liew of the prineiples
of ohedience lo anthovity divinely G:»ll::tiiilletl——t}le
safeguard of Catholic unity—he b‘lle':,“'ll.t(‘lI tl_m prin-
ciple of ““free inquiry.” the ageut of dislocation and
revolution.

The era of decadence sel in: follow its stages.

Profestantisir, the negation of the divine u.nl_h—
ority of the Church, pretended ne\'el'theless_ to main-
tain the integrity of dogma and unity of belief, under
the invisible breath of the Holy Spirit.  But, for want
of authorised direction and judicial supremacy, doe-
trinal differences fatally degeuerated into frreducible
conflicts, to the profit of uubelief wud indifference. To-
day there is not a zingle dogma on which all 'rot elant
denonminations agree. There Is not one professor ol
theology in the Lutheran universities of Germany that
belioves in the Divinity of Clrist.

Naturalism, in the intellectual order, is moie espe-
cially called Rationalism. Tn the moral orvder it is
Independent Merality ; in the social order, T.iberalismn.
It is the inheritor of pagan Renaissance and Protestant
rebellion. Originally it was not atheistic. Veltaire
and Jean Jacques Rousseau paid homage to the Deily :
the French Revolution rejected the Supreine Being,
and, about the year 1850, Jules Simon, in his 2¢liyimn
Naturelle, Victor Coustu, in his work /u Ml v Braw,
et i Bien, wrote impressive pages in honor of the God
of reason.

But reason, without faith, is Sho]'t—sighted; tho
will, witheut grace, is lame. Human natuve, left to
s own weakness, slides down {he glope of decadence :
philosophers, oblivious of the social mission assigned o
them by Plato, in the govermment of public affairs,
yielded to .ihe vanily of exalting the ariginality of their
own thought, instead of deveting it to the service of
truth.  Many mockingly said with Pilate: “What is
truth? Does truth exist 77

In the moral, intellectual, family, and social Jo-
main we touch, it secms, the extreme limits of the
desertion of order. The official constitution of States
18 atheistic.  The ethics of public instruction are mnor-
ality indepeudent. not only of Chvist and 1lis Cosg
but avowedly independent’ of (lod.
termined to o gacdless,

pel,
Education is de-
termined to- A word has been forged,
laicisation,”" to translate (very awkardly indeed) this
systematic exclusion of the divine authority from all
domains. 8o ihe stabilitv of the family .
marriage becomes an association of pleasure ov inter-
ests : caprice breaks it up just as i made if ; paternily
and maternity are ivksone burdens : the married coliple
dread the hirth of o child, and, if they consent to have
one, it 1z an object of vanity or ca}il‘i(‘c. Hence the
awful outbreak of general Immorality and blasphemy.
Legion are those who, in the novel or the novelette, on
the stage, in popular songs in the newspapers, the
baoks, nay, in the most solemn works of philesophy
dream of the ahsolute emancipation of individual 1ib.
erty. ITence the immoral talk so prevalent, like eur-

¥ 1s shaken ;

rent daily coin: I want to live my life”; ““T want to
live'™; “‘youth must have its day” : “nature must have
its own'; ‘I must have a good time'’'—and so forth.

T3 - T LILE L PO,
fave vour el That is,

v up o human free! Spread
out. Away with any limitations! Away with the
gardener to Top off tha greedy branches! To set the
stem tu a determined direction to guide the:
sap mbo splendid fruit!

The tree exists for the tree, and not for ils fruit,
Man exists for man : neither religion, nor his neighbor,.
nor goodness, nor society has any 1ight to sel barriers
to his appetites!  Hewee the alavming  desertion of
religious duties: heuce the unbridled passion for pleas
ure, the abuse of he wwered laws of matrimony, the
upheavals, of vebellion in the lower sivala of saeiety

Papular good seuse nsed to say s Sthat can't last.”
No. thal cannot lust, and 1hat has not tasted : the armn
ol the effended Abhuighty has stricken the werld, Man
Fancled that life was a coutinuous Teast, and oroanised
themselves for enjovient, respectable i ven ke, hud
still enjoyment.  The war has taught them the law of
sacrifies : ity teaching was slern it ins aluatde,

T the domain of doctrine we were Hviie, or rather
wa wore (l_\'ing! of conventions, that s, CONPPTOTT NS

Man speke cf religions Copinions”

Dran retfrained, Lo
the sake of other, frem aflirring their comvictions -
the atmospliere of good sociefy was compessd of g
Leneyolent. nentyality, which }-ml, domestie fratl o
sileviee, Tet in ervor alongside of 3, and e 0
respected as {ruth,

o
Man went on 1he I read (o
privetical atheism, nof only in privale life, b
home and family.

The great ctlprit tn this nniy el decadence, the
great perverter of nireteenth-century ideas, was the
German philosopher, Kant,  There are two parts in
it philosophy  the specilative wsd the woral. 11is
specitlat e ]nhiln‘:::)ph_\' emds o Uhix conelusion . {he
existenee of (Tod aned e trathe resting Alierean caomol
e devvonstval o] !

it

{‘(msmwmlll_\g v, deterinined {o
stand o his peason alone, can serenelv (o so williont

God. Fleace thai widespread aneniality of 1o pive-
tended “knowing ones' Religien iy gond for centi-

mental souls, far women, for children. for peasants
superior minds, to which they of conren helone, have
got above the papular level, and have cone fo the de-
cided convielion that, if ey have nol to deny CGrod
they have still Tess 1o allivm (i, They wrap them-
selves up proudly i oa systematic abstention, which
they confound with a scientific miud, and eall ‘penos-
ticisni. ™’ .

From this theory of scientifie inaceessibiiity in the
religious provines pracecd 1he ideas of DeCesSATY netl-
trality, of ‘secularisation.” of veligious effacement., now
deeply prevalent in the intellectial nmovententl of socie-
ties. even devotion, :

The proctical section of Kantian philosophy vig-
orously asserts the law of dutv: but duly powerless 1o
ind in God, banished from our conviciions, etther ity
crigin or its support, fakes itx rise in the human sub-
Ject himself who is conscious of i, Man is seli-de-
pendent in the moral order. Tle iz his own Lawgiver
----- himeelf the ideal, himself the end to which liberiy is
subordinate. A moral personalily finding iu itself ity
own daw- that, aceording to Kani, is the whole of
mair.

The {empier had said to our first parents: Eat
tha fruit of the {reo of lowledge of good and evil,
and you shall be as God. Kant savs to man: Thy
greatness 15 in thy morality,  Of this mo‘nlit-y thou
thysell avt the principle and the end. Thy greatness
arises from thyself-—thou art God, Beheld the triwanph
ef human pride!

Never was carricd to this length the eull of self,
the pagan exaltation : for paganizm is unothing but the
oxaltation of human unature, the affrmation of its
sufliciency and independence.

No doubt this moral beauty of pure disinterested-
ness 18 but an ideal, and Kaut asks himself whether
there ever was on this planet an act of unmixed moral
purity : but that is precisely one of the characters of
oral conception in vogue to-day, that is, that duty
appears to consciences far more an ideal, to which it
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