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ATTENDING MASS ON A HOLY DAY

The rich brogue of the Adams Street car con-
ductor might have added, ‘“All out,"” for as the car
stopped the 98 passengers rung up on the dial swung
to the street, and joined the throng that jamuied the
cornet befors the old gray church, once the pride and
glory of Chicago’s great West Side (says a Catholic
News Service message, under date November 5, to an
exchange).

It was 12,10 noon on Al Baints” Day and a
nasty drizzle of rain overhead, and the greasy, muddy
stones of the Desplaines Street's teaming thoroughfaie
made it most unpleasant. Still before the old church
was a jam of taxi-cabs and private lincusines, tram-
cars, and light delivery moters, parked while the
owners and drivers passed into the church.

Uniformed policemen on the widg, high stone
staps directed the throng that had cone across the
river from the loop district and from the nearby fac-
tories and freight offices for the neon Mass, arrvanged
Iy the Rev. Wililam J. MeNamee for the workers whe
have to leave their outlying or suburbau hoiies oo
early to atlend in their own parishes.

Five Thousand Push Inte Church.

“iligh Mass in the Church. Low Masses in the
basement and in the gymnasium,” directed tho cily
policemen as the doors of the great edifice swallowed
up the throng of worshippers by the thousand. Close
to 5000 people pushed into the church and chapels for
the three Masses, those whose tune was limited seeking
the low Masses, while those who had an hour for Tuuch
crowded into {he main church,

Insido they filled the pews, the bhenches that
crowded the space DLelween the front seats and the
Communion rail, then the chairs placed within the rail,
even up to the steps of the allar itself.  The choir

gathered aboud a small organ under the pulpit, thus
leaving the spacious choir gallery for the worshippers,
who, after filling all this space, stood crowding, shoul-
der to shoulder, up aud down the aisles, in the vear
of the pews and out in the sntry to the outer deors.

As all answer to the sceptic’s claim that religion is
for the women, let it be known that fully half of the
worshippers in the main church were men. There were
the managers from the big stores in State Street and
Michigan Beulevard, and there were floor walkers,
salezwonen, and cash givls.  There were heads of La
Balle aud Monroe Street hanks, with elerks, steno-
grapbers, and messengers from these same institutions,
Thera wero owners and {evemien from the industrial
district and workers {rom iheir plants. There were
contracters {roin the public inprovements and laborers
olf these jobs, white-collar men and blue-shirt men,
kueeling sido by side, worzhipping the same God before
the same altar,

AL 12,35 by the clack on thoe pulpit front the Com-
mimion was over, awd a few hundred who probably
had 1o be hack ab their desks ab 12,45 wenl ont. At
PLLE this congregation of strangers sang togelbher the
SO Salutari= and five wminutes laler, Benediction
over, they paised their voives in the ~Te Deum.”

IHungry Hlii’n Happy.

Agam the doors swing open and the {housand:
pass outindo the rain, fo taxi-cab, Tnneusine, tramear,
delivery wapgon, or slreel car, to vesume their work-
a-dav lile, for the ohservance of a holy day is not for
the driven workers of great cities,  Over the Adams,
the Jacksom, Monroe, and Madison  Street bridges
across the Chicago River {o Chieago’s heart, the con-
gested toop districl, go the men and women, lunchless,
with their Tanch {ime spent in the worship of their
God, and their lunch money speat in car faves or tossed
info the conlribution box. They face a long, hungry
afternoon—but they have done their duty. )
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Charcoal

Ring - 28/- per doz. packets |4
Prepared 130,
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Pure Vegetable Oil
(non-inflammable) 13/6 per Gall,

Prices are ex store Christchurch or f.0.b. Lyttelton
$pecial quotations for quantities f.0.b. London

(non-inllammable) 15/- per Gall. E

BROS. awp CO. LTD.,

48-52 Peterborough Street, Ghristchurch
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W. F. SHORT

MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR, POWDERHAM ST. NEW p

E-ver,v description of Monumental Work undertaken :
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LYMOUTH,
r latcst sad up-to-date style.




