Tuurspay, Janvany 13, 1921.

THE ONLY SOLUTION OF THE IRISH QUESTION

gl
.

RETURNING BISIOPS VIEWS.

L]

The painful position in lreland was reviewed yes-
terday hy two Australian Catholic Bmilopsl Dr. Jo-
seph Sheil, Bishop of Rockhamplon, and Dr. John
McCarthy, Bishop of Sandhurst, who are passengers
for Sydney by the Makura, whwh arvived here in the
forenoon (savs the New Zealund f/('f’flf(f,. Aucll\'la.nd:
for January 7). Pending the resumption 011 th(?
steamer's voyage to-day the visitors are the guesis 0?
Dr. J. M. Liston, Coadjutor-Bishop of Auckland, at
Bishop’s House, Ponsonby.

The visiting Bishops were In lreland fromﬂthe
beginning of May until the end of October. They
stated that the country wuas one large armed camy,
and the situation was getling more ntensive every day.
The English were organising their forces, and bring-
ing more and more troops in.  Even as early as June
last there were military barricades n use 1n varlons
places. The people of Ireland felt generally that, like
overy other swall nation, they had the right to rule
themselves. They were trained up to that during the
war, and contended that they were only carrying ou
what England had tanght them, and had claimod to
be doing herself in eutering inlo hostilibies agalnst
Gerniany, ‘

The Bill, which had lately gone through the
British Iouse of Parliameni, giving partial llome
Rule to Ireland, would never satlisly the Irish De(_)l-)l(f,
who had paid o aitention to it, and were not taking
it into account at all. The previous Bill, before the
war, was for all Ireland, and that was what was re-
quired. _ .

The visitors stated that ricling was going on in
Belfast all the time they were in Treland. They had
heard from a prominent North of Ireland man that
the object of the Orangemen was o drive all the Cath-
olics out of Belfast. They had pretty well succeeded
in doing this it Lisburn.  There wers 3000 Catholics
there up to the time of the bnrning ef the Catholics
residences, but, after that period, there were only
about 200 people in the Catholic Church. Ilowever.
to drive 100,000 Catholics cut of Bellast by such means
seemed tnpossible.  The TProtesiants tried to do it hv
ousting all the Catholic employees from their employ-
ment. These were mostly n the shipvards, and the
Protestants there would not work with them, thus get-
ting them thrown cut of employment.

Relations Betweerr Two Dencminations.

Both bishops said that this bitterness was merely
on the one side. They stated that in the South of
Ireland, for instance, the principal business places were
in the hands of Protestauts, and were supported prac-
tically entively by the Catholics.  They dealt with
each other on the friendliest terms. It was the same
in Dublin. TFurthermore, while they were in Irelaund,
there were letters in the papers every day from pro-
minent Protestants all through the Houth of Ireland.
stating that they had nothing hut the most friendly
intercourse with the Catholics, The Unionists of ihe
South of Ireland, all Protestants, were calling on the
British Government, moreover, to gige 1lome Rule
to Treland,

The vposition, therelore, narrowed down to this,
said the Bishops, that the root of the trouble was in
the four northern counties. ‘{he people of the rest of
Treland had no autipathy to lhem on religious grounds,
but they wanted them fo become part of one Ireland,
and all the aims of the Sinn Fein Partv were directed
toward the end of one undivided Ireland.

At present the people of Ireland considered them-
selves in a state of war, and held that it was England
who made war when she arrested those who had been
duly elected bv the Trish people, and threw them into
English prisons. The forces of England were, of course,
-superior to those of the Irish people, but the Irish
volunteers hoped that they might arouse the sympathy
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of the world, and an acknowledgment of the justice of

theiv: cause,
Physical Force and its Results.

The auxiliary pelice in Ireland, known as the
“black and tans,” were referred to bv the visitors as
a most cruel body of men. They frequently ‘'shot
ap” towns aud burned down houses.  The method

. practised by these men was to drive throngh the streets

i lerries, the men seated at the end of which would
fire thelr guns into the air. Thev would then alight,
and  sometimes after having drink, would pick out
henses where there were known to be Sinn Feiners, and
go and burn them down. The two Bishops said they
had seen several houses which had thus besa cestreyed
by the “Bluck and tans,”” and towns ruined by them.
As to the Sinn Feiuers, the visitors said they were
sura that all were not in favor of physical foree.  Such
as was used by them was wsed un ler ihe

ercinary rules
of war.

Up o 1818 they did not shoot anybordy  The
arvesl ol members of the lIrish Parliament. and tha
raiding of houses by posses of military, however, avous-
ed them. Describing these raids, thev said that the
military would break into houses in the middle of the
night, and proceed to the bedrooms. There they
would wake thie Inmates, mcluding women and chil-
dren. and send them into other rooms while they
searched the premises. ) ‘ ’

The only solutions the Auslralian Bishops conld
suggest for the problem of Treland were, either that
Britain should grant the Trish 1lome Ruale, or that
hey should clear vight out of the country.  They cen-
tended that the Trich eonld govern their vwi countrv
equallv as well as New Zealanders goverued 1heirs.
Under {Tome Rule, such as obtained in the Dominion,
the Trish wonld, they declared, always feel that it was
i the interesis of lreland to foster good relations with
¥noland.

The tongue of the slanderer is what St. James
tevis il a raging fire which scorches all within its
reach, {urng its fury against the good and the bad,
leaving behind it ruin and desolation, Tt feeds with
delicht. on what & most sacred and secret, deslrovs
what is most solid, and blackens what it cannot con-
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Our Lady of the Rosary!
Whatl name can be so sweet,

As when we call thee, when we place
QDur chaplets at thy feet!

WANTED

WANTED URGENTLY COMPOSITOR experienced
in stone work. Apply
MANAGER
Y. Z. Tablet Co., Dunedin.
WANTED for Auekland and District, and Main
Frunk Line, TRAVELLING REPRESENATIVE
for Yew Zealund Tablet.  Apply (enclosing refer-
ences) to the Manager, from wlhom particulars as

to salary, and district to be covered, can be oh-
tained, '

WANTED POSITION by job and newspaper COM-
TOSITOR in rising country town; must be near

Catholic school ; capable of taking charge; excel-
lent references.

“JUNIOR,”
P.O. Box 1051, Ch'["isf_‘.r‘hnvr\'h'

WANTED POSTTTION to manage HOTEL or TOUR-
IST ITOSTEL: married : splendid references ;
would consider awy position of management, ;
would consider buying a business.

“CHANGE,” _
Box 1051, Christchureh,
TOR SALE.—SHOP AND DWELLING; half-acre land,

Main Street, close to church and school (Sisters of
Merey). Particulars from

MRS, O’GRADY,
Gordon Read, Mosgi_el.

: ' Seurr’ lild . in Tailored Suits from #£8 15s. Your .
The Modern Tailors Gy sd: dancte oun atesia muoup, © Paies, 2o o Cotter sad Manager,
hand-stitched. -
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