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EDUCATING THE CHILD

“GOD’S CLAIMS COME FIRST” SAYS FATIIER
GILBERT.

The Very Rev. Father Gilbert, S.M., Rector of
St. Patrick’s College, Wellington, preaching at St.
Mary’s, Christchurch, on Sunday morning, defended
the maintenance and establishment of private schoals
by religious bodies so that Christianity may be taught
in schools. IHe referred to the resolution passed at
the conference last week of the New Zealand Educa-
tional Institute— ‘That a committee be sct up lo re-
port to the executive on the undermining of the na-
tional system of education hy private schools.”

Father Gilbert queried whelher the Stale system
of education was a national svstem. 1f a ehild was to
be oducated in such a way as to fit him for the battle
of life, he must be taught the things that were going
to count. He must be 'mughll that there was a God,
and that God’s claims came first. The Catholic Chureh
had always understood her duty in this vespeet, awd
she had built, equipped, and siaffed her schools anl
colleges. Aunglicans, Presbyterians, and Noncouform-
ists were also realising that religious teaching must be
a part of a child’s education, and these Churches were
building and equipping private schools all over the
land. This was a sign that the conscience of nen was
awakening to the fact that education was not merely
schelarship,  Those financially supperting these pri-
vate schools were leen Dusiness men, and it was ah-
surd to suppose they would sacrifice their money and
pay double if there was not a vital interest at slake.
The soul of New Zealand had awakened. but, unfor-
tunately, the people lived in a liltle country far away
from other countries, and their minds got cramper
and narrow, and some thonght their so-called ‘'na-
tional’” svstem of education must be the best, Scollish
authorities said that no system of edneation was na-
tional that did not include every religious belief. At
the opening of the Training College for Catholic teach-
ors at Edinburgh, Professor Darreck (Professor of
Education in the University of Edinburgh) was re-
ported in the Twbles {England) fo have said: ~“The
National Committee of Education looked at this ques-
tion (the establishment of such colleges) from a na-
tional point of view, and it thought it its duty, as fax
as possible, to support and aid colleges of this kind.
The committee thought education was a national thing
and not a commuuistic thing, By uational education
it meant a system of education which took account of
all shades of religious helief. Each great religious
community had an equal right one with the other to
the support of the Sfate.” At the same function Riv
Henry Keith, who represented the Education Auth-
orities of Scotland, said: Tt theve was to be a proper
atmosphere in their schools it must he an almosphere
emanating from moral law and Christian ethies.”

Father Gilbert, continuiug, said that the New
Zealand policy of education did not represent a na-
tional system, nor did it represent all shades of veli-
gious belief—it only represented the shade of the Gov-
ernment. A pamphlet joinfly signed by the principals
of the King’s School, Syduney Grammar School, New-
ington College, Sydney Church of Eugland Grammai
School, and the Scots” College, stated “‘that (he char-
acter of our schools offers a type of education necessary
in Australia, and that the public has recognised the
value of our work by entrusting to us the children in
such large numbars.”” The preacher concluded by
exhorting the people to loyally support their own reli-
gleus schools, ’

OUR COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS.

Although we are publishing an eight-page supple-
ment with this week’s issue of the Tuhles giving de-
tailed reports of vacation functions and prize lists, we
are still obliged to hold over a certain number. These
~will be inserted in the mext and following issue if
found mnecessary.

SANCTITY OF THE CHURCH.

Prof. A, AL Fairhairu is considerad one of the
great lizhts of modern Protestantism. Tis velume on
Prophecies s found in nearly every intelligent Pro-
testant preacher’s library, and is looked upon as a
standard work on {hatl stibject. Lately he has issued
a volume in which he gives utlerance to many fine
things concerning the Catholic Chureh.  Not the least
interesting arve those relating {o its Sanctity.

T freelv admit the pre-eminence of Catholicisin as
an historical institution : heve she is without a rival, or
a peer.  If to be at once the most permanent and
extensive, the most plastic and inflexible ecelesiastical
erganisation were the same thing as the most perfect
embadiment and vehicle of religion, then the dlaim of
Catholiciem were simply indisputable.  The man in
search of an authoritiiive Church may not hesitate ;
ence let him assume that a visible and andible anth-
oty = of the esgence of religion. and he has no choice
he mnst becomp or got Tumself veckoned a Catholie.

The Chureh of Rome assails his understinding
with invineibe charms, Iler sons prondly sav to him -
“she alene is Catholie, eontivuous, venerable, august,
tha very. Ulnorely Chuist fonnded and 11is Aposties in-
stituled and organised.  She possesies all the abtri-
Butes and neles of Catholieity —an nubroken apostolie
sueeession, an infallible chair, unily, sanetity, iruth,
an inviolablo priesthood, a hely sacrifice, and efficacious
sacraments I ’

The Protestant Churehes ave of but vesterday,
without authovity, the trath of the ministries that can
veconcile man to God: they are only a multitude of
warring seels whose confused voices bub protest their
own insuflicieney, whose bupotence alnost atones for
their own sin of schisn by the way it sets ofl the might,
the majestv, and the unity of Rome. In contrast the
Catholie Chiweh slands where her Master placed her
on the vock, endowed with tho prevogatives and powers
Ho gave her, and “against her {he gates of hell shall
not provail.”’

supernatural grace is hers: it watched over her cra-
dle. has followerd her in all her ways through ail the
centuries, and has not forsakeu her vet. She is not,
liko Vrotestantisin, a concession to the negative spirit,
an unholy eompromise with naturalism. Everything
about her is positive and transcendant: she is the bear.
or of Divine truth, the representative of Divine order,
the supernatural living in the very heart, and before
the verv face of the natural. The saints, too, are lers,
and the man she receives joins their communion, en-
Jovs {thenr goodly !'ollowship, feels their influence, par-
ticipates in their merit and the blessings they distri-
bute. Their earthly 1ife made the past of the Church
s rious, {heir heavenly activity binds the visible and
mmvisible into wnity, and lifts time into elernity. To
honor the saints is to honor sanctity @ the Chureh which
teaches man to love the holy, helps him to love holi-
ness.  And {he Fathers are hers: their laborings, suf-
forings, mavtyrdoms, were for her sake: she treasures
their words and their works ; her sons alene are able to
sav: “Athanasius and Chrysostom, Thomas Aquinas
and Duns Scotus, Cyprian and Augustine, Anselm
and Bernard ave ours: theiv wealth is our inheritance,

-ab their feet we learn filial reverence and Divine wis-

dom,

But rich as she is in persons, she is richer in truth ;
her worship is a great deep. IHidden sanctities and
meanngs surreund man ; the sacramental princdiple -
vests the simplest things, acts, and rites with an awful
vet blissful significance: turns all worship into a Di-
vine parable, which speaks the deep things of God
now into a medium of His gracious and kconsolator\y"
approach to man, and man’s awed and contrite, hope-
ful and prevailing approach to 1im. Symbols are
deeper than words; speak when words become silent ;
gain where words lose in meaning; and so in hours of

holiest worship the Church teaches by symbols truths
language may not utter, '
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