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CORRESPONDENCE

[We"cio h;it hold ourselves responsible for opinions
expressed by our correspondents:]

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.
To TR EDpITOR. .
Sir,—New Zealand papers which have rccelnth' _r::a;:}:ler_
ihe United Kingdom contain reporis of a-gi,&iﬂ:@t oo
liament in which it appears to have been stato b
portional representation 1 e st April.
New South Wales Leglﬂa.twe Assembly
is very - fr ing the case.
® ‘ei:} iqfﬂttrlf:-.ofl:alzmt?lt smaoth working of the system \\’Ss
greatly .prejudico.d, as far as the voters w(:r{{\._ c(?n(c)?rn(;(‘:
h\"a regulation making COIT!}_]BtS()!"_‘:’ -the mali :;li;hn—w}ll)icll
ferences for every candidate. ,li]ls regula -t
viotates the freedom of the elector in the e_\:g‘r tg O s
franchise—was maintained in spite of str(m{_r, € 'n; O b
-poriers of proportional representation. t was,

This

doubt, the cause of disfranchising tens of thousands of

voters. Aparl, however, from this 11I—mspn_‘|:d 11'_(:;(;11‘1115:2101;,
the system gave cxcellent r_(‘sul!:s. I'rue, 1 l[‘)V) eed
nearly even halance of parbies in ﬂ‘mo Asse m]:,“‘. N
the teason that the main currents ]01‘-();)11_150"[“?\, 2 resenbi-
evenly balanced in the country. }r_npr,n'tu'mfl -}Ell es ]..”.(:P
tion did not place n minority ;lmrt)' in power .\:,11 \\rfi\;m;l e
majority of seats, as did the] "?_rsl—p;\sl-thc—pn:-.f SYH

New 7 b at the Inst election. ] o
NL“'N?::IE(EJ(}TM fairness with \\'_hi(-h propari 1_011];1].11 (;p‘l]:.‘l;
sentation worked in New South Wales may he _|l_1t }Ll-(‘ .‘ltqu
the following tabie showing the result for the three preates
partios: Vew South Wales—Election 1920,

Party YVotes Polled Seats Won Vaues ]m_r_i::u
Official Labar 241,348 g . 3,018
Nationalist 164,176 28 -;’1"9
Progressive 82,185 . 15 -

Tlectors in New Zealand may like ia compare these

resulis with those of their own last General Election, which
were approximately as follows:---

New Zealand—Election 1919,

Iarty Vaotes Polled Seats Won Vores per {-5&:11
Reform 194,833 44 4,428
Tiiberal 164,006 19 .‘3,(336
Official Lahar 125,970 b 15,716

-These are very striking figures. In New Z‘('ill“ll].fl
earh supporter of the Reforar Parvty has as much woeight in
Parliament as two Liberals or four 1nu1_nl>§~1's, ol t-]u;, Labor
Party. The “lirst-past-the-post”’ systew is in operation also
in the United Kingdom and gives results analogonus to tliose
in New Zealand elections. A vote cast for a Coalition can-
“didate in 1918 has about four times as much \w_lt,'ght. in
Parliamnent as a vole given to a nen-Coalition eandidate.

The latest application of p:-(mnr_unnnl rgprox'ontv."ttm_n
in parliamentary elections took place in the city of \\11{|311-
peg. - The election was in every way a treat suceess. The
results were fair. Ten members were elected for the oity,
Some 48,000 votes were polled, and although tliere were 41
‘eandidates, only 1.7 per cent. of the votes wero invalid, a

wvery sood result in view of the cosmopalitan character of
the electorate. The British principle of frecdom in_ pre-
ference marking was adopted, The press was cothusinstic
“and proportiomal representation is rapidly extending in
Canada. )

I venture to hring these facts before ithe mnotice of
vour readers so that the bearings of the false step taken
by New South Wales mayx be fully understood. TPraportional
ri-presentatinn there gave’fair results—bLut the regu!ation
compelling electors to mark preferences for all eandidates
was bhoth wnnecessary and disastrous.—Yours, Ftec.,

Jorx M. HuMPHREYS,
Secretary,
The Proportional! Representation Society,
82 Vietoria Streot, Landon.
October 19, 1920.

“Fear not therefore . . . any tronuble that miay come
upon you, if trouble be God’s will; tronble will but prove
the simplicity of your devotion te Him. When Our Lord
walked on the sea, Peter went out to meet him, and “‘sece-
ing the wind strong he was afraid.”” Doubt not that Ho
who caught the disciple by the hand, will appear to rescue
you; doubt not that He who could tread the bhillows so
seeurely can, self-sustained, bear any weight vour weak-
ness throws upon Him, and ean be your immovable refupe
and home amid the tossing ind the tummit of the storm.—
Cardinal Newman.
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was a failure in the clection of

PEOPLE WE HEAR ABOUT

o

The recent death of Rev, Theodore A. Metealfe, of the
archdiocese of Boston, U.S.A., leaves Cardinal Gibbons
she only smrviving American who attended the Vatican
Couneil. His Eminence was then Vicar -Apostolic  of
North Carolina, while Father Metcalfe was one of the steng-
graphe secretaries of the Council, being later appeinted
Vice-Rector of the American College in Rome, and still
later Chancellor of the archdivcese of Boston.

Monsignor Lemaitre, Vicar Apostolic of the Saliara,
~has just been appoinied hy the Pope, co-adjutor to the
Archhishop of Carthage. In mentioning this appointment,
one of the Paris papers remarked M. Clemenceau, during
his. tenure of oftice as Premier of France, one day had a
long conversation with Monsipnor Lemaitre, at.the close
of whele he declared: “One hour’s talk with this priest
Lhas tanght me mnek more than day-long discussion with
many deputies.’?

-The Tastoral issued by the American Bishops this
year, as a result of their conference in Washington last
Beptember, was so long (says the Register, Denver), that
we are afraid few read through it, but we remember at
the time that it was sure io lead to conversions .among
thinking non-Catholics who would peruse it.  The truths set
forth in it were so logically presented that this was to teo
natwrally  expected.  The Cathelic Colvmbion recently re-
ported one of these lappy conversions, that of Miss Ellen
Gates SBtarr, co-feunder with the fawons Jane Addams of
Hull Heuse, Chicago. Miss Starr is a deseendant of May-
fower atock and from the family of Fthan Allen of Ticon-
deroga fame. Sho has long been a lesder in social reform,
and is an apthority on Ttalian art.

The Right Rev. Dr. Matthew CGihnov, ™.D., retired
Bishop of Perth, West Australia, has reached the apge of
B3 wvears. He eame to Australin from Treland in 1863.
As Bishop of Tertl from 1887 till 1910, be was particularly
vigorous, his diocese, until the foundaiion of the See of
Geraldton in 1808, oxtending over the whole of West Aus-
fralin. His work included the introduction of several
Urders of priests and nuns and the Christinn Brothers, and
the foundation of schools, orphanages, reformatories, and
hospitals.  Sinre 1910 Bishop Gibney has been living in re-
tirement and Archbishop Clhine has continued and solidfied
his worl. )

The Most Rev. John Alovsing Magnire, Archbishop of
Glasgow, who died at Crosshill Honse (towards the end of
October) after a long and tedious illness was horn in Glas-
gow on September 8 1851, MHis parentz were Irish, and he
was the only son of 2o large family. Tour of his sisters
entered ibo religinus life as Francisean Nuns in the Con-
vent of the Immaenlate Concepiion, Glasyow,
them held the offica of Abhess for over ten vears. The late
Arvehbishop studied at 8t Mungo's Academy, Qlasgow, and
at St. AMdeysisus’ College, and later went 1o Stonyhnrst.
Later stilt he entered Glasgow University and attended the
Law elasses with a view to entering the legal profession.
When he reached his 20th year hie heard the call of the
Chureh. Relinguishing legal studies he procceded to Rome and
commenced hig preparation for the priesthood..  After a brii-
liant carcer at Propaganda College e was ordained to the
priesthood in 1875, On his return to Scotland he was for -a
time assistant priest in the Cathedral parish, where he cele-
brated his first Mass. In 1890 he was conscecrated Auxiliary
Bishop at the early age of 42. 1In 1002, on the death of
Archhishop Esxre, he was appainted to the vacant Arch-
hishopric. A remarkable testhirony to the love and esteem
in which Archhishop Maguire was held was given when
his remains were laid to rest in Old Dalkeith Cemetery,

—

“IN MEMORIAM.”

“You sought the Grail, when spring was burgeoning,
Down flow’r lanes laden with the May’s delight,
Where God's love lingered through the day and night,
Aud soul songs gave your heart a voice to sing;

Where'er was nusic raptly fingering

Life's melody, on heart strings datl of bright,
You songhi the Grail; and oh, its plenming white
Made beautifnl your spirit’s pilgriming,

Knight of the Grail, your seeking now is past,
And yvou have found the glory and the gleam
Of Love Eternal in the afier vast, .
Where singers find their songs and dreamers dream
In endless peace. The Grail is yours at last

To gaze upon in ecstasy supreme,’’

—Dr.. Wiitian Fiscmgm: .
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