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ranks of the army, the work will he done; if we stand: -
down, it will remain. unfinished. The Church will- sur-
vive dur neglect; but its comparative suceess depends on
ite members. It can he made or marred by the words,
the deeds, and the manners of its soldiers. It possesses
an inexhaustibfe Fountalin of spiritual lenerpy for the
world's regencration; hbut if this energy is to ﬁt']“' over
the earth and pour its divine healing inio the sick and
hungering souls of men, it can only be through God-like
men, priests and.laity. On us, tlu‘t‘t‘fnl_‘(}, it depends whe-
ther the sacred ark of salvation shall ride in sufety, hear-
ing tho most priceless of treasures—our faith and all it
gifts on the ever rising waters of madern Demnocracy.
It is oues to prove that the Chureh lLolds the kexv of the
problems with which wen uare conlronted, us no human
power, however imposing, does; that with her and through
her alomne the world's best hopes and noblest mhitions
may be realised. It is 1t our pewer to muake this fair
‘country tho grateful and devoted child of the Chuech. "Plsat
is what we have tu work for. Come up, then, T call to
you with all the warmth of my soul, come np (ron the
Clatacomhs and step bravely into the arena. priest and lay-
men.  This is no time for apologising tor onrscives or our
veligion.  TFear no foo. turn aside from no danger, strike
at every emnemy. S soetety.” wrote Leo XITIT., l
less than religious is imperilied; it s the sacrod duty ol
every right-minded man te ba up iu the defence of both
the one and the ofler.” The Catholic Clurch atone comes
down from Christ through all the conturies 1o hring to
men His message of justice awd chariiy. At the present
moment it iy more important than ever that (his messaee
he placed before the warld in all its strength aud clearness.

T could wot hexin my work in Auckland without touch-
ing upan the education question.  That question s unot
vel settled and will vewain vnsettled until the righix of
CGod, of the parent. and of the child are Yully vindicated.

let me state Lthe Catholic postiion once more. =o tha
all may ses how just are onr claims We clune that in a
national svstem of education, all eitizens =houlidl simnd on
the same wround hefora the law: ithar no single citizen
shouldd he penalised on acconnt of hix relinion.  We nsist
that it the Government niay tax all citizens for pirposes
of education, then all have a right Lo share in the Lhene-
ficial use of wneh jaxation. without having disabilitios and
restrictions and penalties placed upore theiv solision. We
sax  thut heecause they are egoal in o all Ahings 1o their
fellow-countrymen as sharing all the priveiples aml bur-
dens of the same land.  Citholic parogls have o striet
right to huave their children cducazed in the schools ol the
country in conformity with their velicious convictions, We
claim therefore Catholic schools, staffed with Cabolic oache
vrs, with effective Catholie oversight in matters of relidous
teaching and inHuence.  We ask these  schoals only
where it is feasible. That is what we want and whas wo
are determined to habe at all costs. W have 1he sehonda
we want justice for them.  Bor e s not afl, We ask
uething impossible or unreasonable: we look Tor noihing
that has not heen gramted yearvs ago in Enghiond, amd now,
at the request of the Educstion authoriies themselves, in
Seatland. Onee a true Christinn cducation is seevred to
our children in the school aud out of the taxes wo onreelves
pay, wo are ready to fall o with whatever arranoements”
wthority may provide.
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These clattis of ours Tor simple justice have so Tur
liven  disregarded and our appeals for consideration el

aside.  But let mo man imagine that o final settloment has
been veached, or that Catliolies are conient (0 bear this
wiony i sitence. [ aur Catholic schools are kept going by
the truly heroie swerifices of priests. teachers, and people.
that ix no excuse for perpetuating an acl of tyranny.  Nor
van we onrselves look an quietly aud oinke no offorl 1o

secure the recognition of our reasopable demaneds, We
must arge our cluims unceasingly and unflinchinglv. Many

of our feltow-countrymen already share our views and with
these we must combine. Others ave apposed 1o us la risely
trom sheer ipnorance and preindice: these wo must  one
lighten. I hgve sufficient canfidence in the Fairness of New
Zealanders to hope that thev will in the end do s Jus-
tice. But that depends on ourselves. We will gel no-
thing for the asking,  Wo must he determined at all haz
ards and at all costs to fight for our schools and put onr
case hefore our countryinen. No public canse worlh the
winning is ever won without a Berpe strogzle.  No o just

ause—and ours is overwhelmingly jose- ever lost for
wlich even a minority of earnest men will fight. T hope

to do all 1 ean to help vou in fighting for this rightoons
cause, If we are but true to (oad and to
must and shall suceecd.

I thank you once again, dear priests and people, for
the most kind manuer in which you have received me into
this diocese. The warmth of your welcome proves to me
that I am building tmy future work on the pracious affection
of my Bishop, the brotherly friendliness of my fellow-
workers in the sacred ministry, and the loyal eon-operation.

ourselves, we
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of a bigchearted people. . What more could__a:ly.mifl'_de-
sire? I trust I shall ever keep your sympathy and your
devotion, and in time ¥ hope also to win your affection.
May the Divine Child Jesus really develop in us by
the intercession, protection, . and example of His ever
Biessed Mother, who has preserved and strengthened the
unspeakable gift of our faith until this day. May St. Pat-
rick, the apostle of the - Irish race, the patron of this
Cathedrai and Iriocese, bless us a1l and make ns walk

faithtully and courageousiy in our high ealling. .

PONTIFICAT, BENEDICFION OF I'HE BLESSED
SACRAMENT. :
At the comelusion of his Lordship Dr. Liston’s dis-
cowrse, Mrs. White sung the “Ave Alaris Stelly,”” and Mr.
Hubert Carter the “Cujus Animan,” from Ressini’s “Stabat
Mater?' Pontifieul Benediction of the Rlessed Sacrament
was then given by the Coadjutor-Bishop, assisted by Rev.
Fathers Silk wnd Tyons as deacon and subdeacon, re-
spectivelv s YVery Rev. ¥ather Forde being master of cere-
monies. The 0 Salotaris” was sung, by Mr. Venables,
and Misy Colenan rendercl the solo in the “Tantum Ergo’”;
sl the choiv the “Te Deum.” In conclusion Handel's
“Hallelnjali Cherus™ was splendidly given by the choir.
\Ir,AImn Whittaker conducied and Mr. (. ITnglehy Allen
presided at the organ. - The Cathodral was crowded, the

coqpzrecation numbering over 1600,

A marden pariy and reception will be tendered to the
Bizhap i the grounds of the Sacred Heari College, Rich-
mond Road. TPunsonby, on Thursday, December 30, at 3 p..

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH
————a
{From our owan correspondent.)
Decemher 27,

J. MeRenuva presided at a imeceting ot the com-
the =t. Patriek’s Sports’ Association, held on
evenmy, Donations were  gratefully  acknow-
ledeced romy Very Ree. Dean Regnawlr, S.M.; Rev. Father
Fouariy (Rangiorad, Mrs. J. S, Harcett, and Messrs, Mat-
som aind Coo o The correspondence received was ol a lengthy
and varied nature. ’

The qarterly meeting of Si. Macthew's branch of the
H.A B Seciety was held on Monday evening last. Sister
Rowe Rodeers. B.PL prosided ;. and there was u sood at-
teidance of members.  Sick allowanee (£2) and accounts
CEID 9 5y were passed For paywent, the principal items
o the datter being VoS, dies (L8 8s 2d) and M.A, fees
C 5 A detter of thanks for services rendered at the
recont garden fete was read from Rev. Father ’Connor,
Mtbnston, special mestion beang made of Mrs. Blackaby’s
excellont worlk. Bro. M. Piggott (S8t. Patrick's branch)
uotificd hiv willingness 1o donate A prize fo the sister re-
sponxible for enrolling 1he moest members during the torth-
coming i months. “Phe president extended good wishes
for o happy Christmas. and in reviewing the vear's work
expressed satistaction at ile results,

On Chrisimas Dav. Masses  were celehrated
Cathedral continnously from 6 il O a.m., in the presence
of large conuregations,  wreat numbers approaching the
Holv Table. Solemn Pontifical Mass was celebrated hy his
Lurdship Bishop Brodie at 11 o'elock. Very Rev. Father
Whelan, ("S8.B.. was assistant priest : ev. ¥ather Long,
deason ;s Reyv, Father Gidlagher, subdeacon; and Very Rev.
e Kenneds. Adm., master of ceremonjes. The incidental
music was impressively rendered by the choir, with Mr.
Ao Binz at the organ. The “Kyriel and ““Gloria’
were from Plampion’s Mass, and 1he “Credo,”” ‘Sanctus,”?
CBenedietnsT and cAguns Dei’ from  Gounod’s ““Messe
Hn!(tmw[h\," The “Adeste Fideles’ wae siung by a gquartet
during  the  Offertory. His  Lordship - Bishop Brodio
preached hrietly on the subject of rhe Gospel for Christmas
Doy, “(ory 1o God in the Highest, and on- earth peaca
to men ol goodwili,””
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He said that Holv Chureh had kept
Ui wondrous iruth of {he Inearuation, and after 2000
years cach Christmas hrought fresh sigms of the strength-

ening ol that faith.  Hig Lordship expressed his gralitnde
to the priests for the way they had done all the work en.
trusied to them, and alsn (o the religions {eacliers, the
Sisters, and the Marist Brothers, Since six o’clock that
morninge there had heen large congregations at all the
Masses, with large numbers receiving Holy
Elsewhere churches might be empiy, lmt what was seen I
the Cathedral that morniug showed Lhat the devotion-and
sacrifice of the teachers were helping in keeping the won-
drons trath of Christmas  alive. He also tI;.:mked the
choir, acolytes, members of the Altar Society, and the
other Church iastitutions feor their devotion to d{1tv during
the vear. The devotions in the evening censisted of
Solemn Vespers and - Pontifical Benediction of the ¥ d
Sacrament. The sermon was preached by the K :

Father Whelan, C.88.R., who chose as hig

Communion,.
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