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is-now “clerk”, and ‘‘almons’’ have become more bitter
by calling them ‘‘almonds”, but Wo may bg tha.n,l:.fq?
that® “'cupboard” remains .‘‘cubbard”, \ﬁalstcoa’f. s
still “‘weskit”, amd “‘stemach”  still stumrr_m’:k“_
“Preston” and ‘‘(lifton” were, -of course, ‘“‘Cliff'n”’,
and “‘Press’n”, ‘‘Berkshire” and “Derb}x;” werc
“Barkshire’” and “Darby’”. “Clergy” was “‘clargy”.
and “‘sermon’ was “‘sarmon’’. We do not think senst-
tive people will ever take 1‘eadil_\_' to the modern cor-
ruptions that pass with dunces il(n' polite usage. Old
“literature is spoiled by unew readings and did Shakes-
pere, Jouson, and Malory live in our time they _wml!d
have to do a deal of polishing in urder to satisly the
exactions of board-school malams and magters, ’], l}e
writer in the Xefion whom we qualed, {ells us that his
particular teacher once warmed his jacket :hqroughly
for saying “‘Wed-nes-dayv™; and R.L.G. admits that
he deserved what he got.
more of that tvpe of teacher to-day.

Luridness in the Pulpit _

Slang 1x right in the right place: it has ils wses
as well as its abuses.  Moaost people, indeed all ]100[‘!]‘0.
im whom the sense of reverence is well developed. will
agree that if there is & wrong place .1'0;' slang 1t ix the
pulpit. Billy Bunday and his imitators may draw
crowds awd amuse them, but that thev help religion
in any way is not so clear as that they disedify a great
runmber to whom religion is dear.  In New Zealand we
have little or no Iuridoess in churches so far. What
there is of 1t iv perhaps confined te the Cliristchurch
busvbody who trvs to AIL his conventicl» by publishing
untices of sermons under scnsttional headings. In
Australian it has a few scattered exponents -even in
- Catholic pulpits. Father Beruard Vanghan descends
to it not 1ufrequently in his sermons ro Sgciety that i«
net Socteiy and to Sinvars that are as a rule not Sinners
to anv remarkable extent. © We helieve 1he use of =lang
by preachers is a sort ol pussing disease which  the
healthy  opinion of the <ownr of  wujor portion of
church-goers ol all denominations will stamp  out
speedily. And when slang in charches has died a
natural or a violent death the world will have lost
httle.  Long sermions are bad enough : ill-prepared ser-
tmans are an aflfiction of the spirit @ inandille sermans
are among the unPardonable sius against  humaniiy;
Lut slangy sermons are worst of all.

Slang in American Churches
A Presbyterian clergviman collected a wimber of
slangy and lurid titles for sérmons from a Western
paper. A perusal of some of them is enough to malke
us sib up vigorously. J. J. North has not advanced so
far ou his way of futility as to advertise as some Ameri-
can brethren of his do.  Even those wha do venlure to
go and hear him would be harrified if he announced
such titles as the lcllowing: ““Has God Got vour Nom.
ber 17 ““Pussy-Cat, Pussy-Cat, Where Ilave Vou
Becn?” “The Man in the Moon,” ““A Wonderful Tn-
vention: A Tunch-Box, Iland-Mirror, and Bath-Tub
in One.”” Tn Amnierica there is a reaction already.
The samc clergyman writes ; “Hapmily there are hosts
of ministers who are upholding the dignitv of the
Church, who are above the miserable vulgarisation of re-
ligion.” Of those who fill the churcli-coluinns of secu.
lar papers with disgusting advertisenrents, suggesting
a ‘‘riot of department-stare bargains, a printer's inl
scramble for business,” helsavs: “We must either cor-
vect them to a helief in the power of the Gaospel of
Christ. or, in the event of our fatlure ‘to do this: eseort
them out of the ministrv.”” "W, O . Newbolt resrcts
that evenin London pulpits slang has obtained a hold:
“We hear in sermons, in close juxtaposition with the
most sacred things, the words and the phirases common
in the camp and the barracks, which the army chap-
lains brought home with {hem. . . An oath or @ pro-
,fanity is not unknown ; 14 adds point to the discaurse,
and wakens the languid-interest of the audience.”’ Tt
is something to be thankful for that Catholic
New Zealand are free from s
they arve gently soporific.

“palpiis in
uch faults, even if al. times

It is a pity we have not -

DIOCESE OR.DUNEDIN -

Solemn Requiem- Mass for sthe repose.of the soul of the
Iate Mr. John Coffey (father of Very Rev. Father Cofiby,
Adm. St. Joseph’s Uathedral, and of Rev. Mother M, Mar-
garet and Sister M. Austin, 0.8.D.), will be offered at_St.
Josepl’s Cathedral on Tuesday, January 4, -

5T. JOSEPH'S CATHEDRAL, DUNEDIN.

. At Bt Joseph's Gatbedral on Chri$tmas Day Masscs
were celebrated continuously from 6 till 9 a.m., each being
attended by a large congregaiion, and practicilly the whole
number presemt at each separate Muss approached the Heoly
Table. There was Solemn Pontifical Mass at 11 o'clock, his
Lordship the Bishop being celebrant, Very Rev. Father
Coifey, nssistant priest; Rev, Faliers Kaveney and Mar-
low, deacens of honor ut the throne; and Rev. Father Ar-
tagh and Rev. J. Fenton, deacon and subdeacon respect-
ively of the Mass, Very Rev.' Father Coffey, Adm., preach-
ed an impressive discourse on the subject of the day’s fes-
tival, and, as he did at the carlier Massvs, extended to the
parishioners his sineere good wishes for all the blessings of
a jovous Cheistmas and a bright and happy New Year, The
choir, with 3r. A, Vallis at the organ and Signor Sguarise
contbueiing, gave o fne rendering of Gonnod's Thicd Mass.
The ~Adeste Fideles'™ (Novello's arrangement) was sung by
the ciweir at the Offertory, the varions parts (solo, dnel, trio
and quartette) being admirably renderad. At the conclusion
oi Mass bis Lordship the Bishop imparted the Papal Bless-
i Tl bigh altar was very beantifally adorned, and in
the evening® brilliantly slluminated, and refected areat cre-
dit on the painstaking and devoted workers who were yes-
ponsible for producieg such tastelol and striking. cffects.
The “erih”” Lou, was very vealistically arranged, and proved
an objeet of devation which attracted large numbers.

L the evening, after the recital of the Holy Rosary, a
nnher of sacred selections were rondered” by memhers of
Re. Joseph’s Cathedral Choir, in the presence of his Lord-
ship the Bishop at the throne. The time-honored anthem,
SAdeste Fideles” (Novello's arrangement) was beautifully
eiven by Mrs. Sandys (soprans), Miss M. Druwmm (contral-
ta)l. Meo ML Coughlan (tenor), and Ar. J. MeGrath {bass),
and the choir. Me. 1. Fogarly eave a wod rendering of
Santlev's “Ave Marin” Mrs, F. Wonds sane The Blind
Plonghman™ adnirably.  3Mr .. MeCrath's rendering  of
“Nazareth” was in keeping- with the fine standaril of  vo-
ealisation with which lhis mame s always assgriated. ¥ Tn-
chime Thine Tar™ was splendidly given by the citair, Mr. 1.
Woods taking the solo.  “Per Signum Chrpeds’ (1 16t cen-
tury compositiony was well rendered by a, double nmle quars
tette. Stephen Adams’s “Holy City™ was very pleasingly
viven by Mre, Sandys. My, 4. Vallis contributed an orian
solo in s nsual artistiec style, and in conclnsion the choir
was heard to wreai advantage. in “Joseph Fili David v
(Bantlesy Tenediction of the Blessed Sacrament WS given
hy s Lovdship the Bishop, the incidental music including
Flzar's 0 Ralutaris,”” O Donovan's ©Tantum Fruo,” “ Di-
vine Praises™ e (he “Adoromus' (Plain Chant).

The menbers of the choir were afierwards entertained
he the Bishop., YVery Rev, Father Coffey and several others
ol the clerey heing preseat. s Lovdship cordially thank-
cd the choir for its devoted services during. the vear, and
cxpressed appreciation of its e musienl retwderings of that
day (Cheistmas as also on the orenazion of lhe ree

cent épis-
copal conseerations,

Dr. Whyte alse spoke interestingly of
srered musie and eminent composers, his remarks very mueh
inpressing rthose present. M. Vallis (organist) and Mr, 1.
Poppelwell (seeretaryy voiced. om bhehiali of 1he choir, sincere
thanks to Tig Lordship for hig Kindly senliments and muel
appreciatetd reengnition of the choir's offorts, o ‘work in
which they (he wmembers) took an individnal pride.
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OBITUARY
MU J0UN COFFREY. 'I']-Pl’i;]R.-\‘RY'. IRELAND.

On o Fridiy Tast o cable anouncing  the. death. of his
father in Cappel Hill,  Bird Hilis,  Ca. Tipperary.
Freland, reached the Very: Rev. Jumes Coffer,  Adm..
Danecin. Mr. Oofey had  regehed  the threshold. of
80 years. and almost up to the end-Kad heen in splendid
health. The death of his son. Rev. John Coffer, a few
months Auo was a greab shoek {rom which he never centirety
vallied.  Mr. Coffey wiive of his Inrze family two sons to the
nriesthoo®, and two davehters fo the Order of St. Dom-
inic— Mother Margaret -Mary, North-FEast” Vallex. and S
ter Austing Teschegnakers.  To hs devoted wile who shared
his joys and sorrow for nearlv 60 vears and 1o lids children
at home and abroad.the good works and the solid piety of
Lis full dife hring now an assurance of eternal happiness
which is the only real consolation in bereavement. To
Tather Coffex, Mother " Margaret Marv, and Sister Xustin
we offer our profonnd sympathy. Sclemn Reguiem Mass
far the deceased.will he celebrated in St. Joseph's Catlie-
dral ongTuesday, Jannary 4 —R.T.1*. -
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