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LIVERPOOL AND ITS CATHOLIC CONGRESS

(By A. HIiLLIARD ATTERIDGE, in America).

In the days preceding the World War, long before the
liners went to Havre and Southampton, Liverpool was the
gate of Europe for thousands of Americans, the starting
point for America for thousands of emigrants and visitors
from old Turope te the New World., One may sav, in-
deed, that the wealth and prosperity of Liverpool was
largely built up out of the trans-Atlantie trade. One old-
er department of that trade was not a cerditable one either
to the Liverpool merchants or their American correspond-
ents, Liverpool had close business relations with West
Africa in the later years of the cighteenth and the open-
ing years of the ninecteenth century. Liverpool ships con-
veyed many a carge of slaves from Cape Coast Castie and
Acora, Goree and Sierra Leone to Charleston, Savannah
and New Orleans in the davs when the trade in “hlack
ivory” was still legal. The Coree Pinzzas lookiug out on
the dock front were the centre of the trade. An office
near there still keeps as o relic af evil days a seb of slave
fetters. The Corporation of Liverpool once ordered the
publication at the expense of the ratepavers of . sermon
by a lecal Protestant minister, which proved that slavery
was Seriptural, and that it was u benevolent act Lo convey
the Negro from the darkness of o pagan land to a Chris-
tian country where he would be taught the habits of regi-
lar industry and hear the Bible read and expounded ou
Sunday.

When the slave trade was abolished Taiverpool grew rich
on the importation of cotton from the Senthern States for
the mills of Manchester. During the war of sccession
that source of supply became seanty. Liverpool did sowme
husiness in blockade rnoming, and developed o Targe trade
with Tndia, and the elose-packed bales of cotton  irom
Bombay bLecame a feature of its husy quitys.  The first
liners for America had started from Tiaverpool. and the
first iron and steel ships huilt in Tougland were launched
onn the Mersey. The city bhecime one of the world's
greatest ports, with its miles of docks on both sidex of ihe
broad tidal estuary. It grew rich on cotion., salt and ecoat,
and on the emicrant and passenger  trade acress the
Atlantic.

It is really a very modern port. Tt lLas grown np in
200 years from a small fishing town with a trifling const-
inge trade.  In 1750 it population had expanded ta 15,000,
The number is now well over 750,000,

Bui for Catholics the most interesting fact abaur Tiv-
erpeni s that it is the most Catholic of the larce citios of
England, The Catholie population of the ity aned dfs
suburbs is over 200,000, Aud by far the ereater nmmber
of _these are Trish by birth er descent. At the preent
Catholic Congress one speaker truly said: ©Tf all the Trish
Catholies in Liverpool were to return to Ireland there
wonld not he very many Catholies left in ihe place.” It
was the misfortunes and sufferings of Treland that led to
the formation of this ereat [rish Cathalic colony an the
shores of the Mersey. The Ivish, all throngh the earlier
vears of the nincreenth century, emigrating from thelr owi
land te seeli o mere livelihood elsewhere, found their way
in thousands to Liverpocl, where there was plenty of work
for strong men as dockers, carters, navvins, ratlwayr hands.
They came in utrer poverty, They had to live for lonc
vears under conditions that we cnn now bardlv imagine.
In the first hall of the Jast cemtury the poorer quarters of
English ports and factory towns knew nothing of modern
sanitation, In Tiverpool the workers lived in tencement
houses where each room was often the home of o family,
where even the cellars were crowded. Speculative builders
ran up louses in what were knewn as the “courts,”’ A
Liverpool court had 2 narrow enirance from i sireet,
often a very poor strect. Thig archway led to a swall
vard round which were huilt tall narrow-fronted bouses,
crowded from garret to eellar. The Trish famine of tho
forties, the “bad vears,’” as they are still called, sent in o
new cxodus {rom the ruined villages and farms of lre-
land. The overcrowding and poverty hecame worse than
ever and the immigrants brought with them the *‘faming
fover” typhus, Tue people died like flies. And tha
priests died for them and with them. In front of St. Put-
rick’s Church a Keltic Cross shows on its base the names
of ten of these martyrs of charity. In the Jesuir Church
of 8t. Francis Xavier a statue of the Good Shepherd is
inscribed with the words ““The CGood Shepherd giveth His
life for His flock,” and below are the names of thrce priests
who died for their people in tho fever vear. Typhus was
endemic in Liverpool for long after, and the death-rato
was forty per thousand In normal wvears. Since then
hetter sanitation and improved housing conditions have
made Liverpool a healthy city. Tts Irish Catholic people
have ‘‘made good” and prospered, and of its forty
churches at least thirty-four have heen built, nat by any

rich benefactor, but by the generous alms eof the Irish
workers. To them too the eily chiefly owes its crowd of
colleges, schools, convents and Catholic charitable institu-
tions.

The Catholic Congress was to have meb in Liverpool
in 1915, but these annual assemblies were interrupted by
the war. The first of the new series of congresses met in
Liverpool July 30, and was in session till August 3. The
seneral meetings were held in St George’s tall, the great-
est public hall in tfie city. The sectional meetings of the
various Catholic gocicties wore held in the class-room of the
Convent, of Notre Dame. The convent has an immense
range of buildings erected for the community, its high
school for girls and its training college for teachers. Twa
Iurge rooms were set aside for an exhibibion of Catholic
art  and litérature. Cardinal Bourne, Cardinal Gasquet
and all the Bishops of England woere present, bhut the most
striking feature of the Congress was the number of Cath-
olic lavmenr who took a leading part in the sectional meet-
ings of the varions Catholic societies. These meetings were
well reperted in the press, and even a local daily paper
noted for its Protestunt zeal gave a friendly record of
the Congress and  devioted o special  article to Cardinal
Casquet’s sermon on the Sunday—noting  with surprise
that the congresation had to wait to enter the chureh till
another large congregation came oul from an earlier Mass,
and adding, “T am ield ihat this is what often happens
at Catholic churches.”

Que meeting was not reported in the nress. There
was only a Lrief mention that it had been held, 1 was pre-
sent and T think ilat thoneh it was the smallest of all
ithe meetings it was not the least impoertant. It was the
meeting of the Catholic jomrnalists. There were 235 men
and two ladies present with the Bishop of Salford in the
chair. In order 10 seeure o frank and free discussion it
waus decided that there should he no press report. Rew.
Father Garesche  represcuted the Ameriean press, and
there were journalists tfrom Belgivm and Helland. Mr.
BEdward Fyre read a briof report en the organisation of
the Catholic press in Awerica, and this heecame the basis
of a dizcussion on the possible organisation of the Cathe
olic press in England so as to link it up with the Con-
tnent and Amerien and ereate o Catholie Press Agency.
Finally it was decided not o adjourn to the next Congress
bt o a special meeting to be convened in London within
the next three months, A ool foundation was laid for
pracrical work dn the near fnture. Without Dbreaking
away from the arrangement wade 1that there should be no
report ol ihe procecdings, [ may sayv  that there was a
Wnbnens expression of opinien that in »n interuational
Cutholie press arganismtion American vo-operation  was
iy essential to snecess.
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Father and moether pace 1he shove:
The chilifren, racing on helore,
ITold a red kerchiel to ihe hrooze
That sweeps in from the seas.

The hreeze ereeps to one heart and eries
Aale of starey destinies.

A the red f#iares of heaven Tinrn,
Bidding one straved reiuru.

Shall the great words the west wind said
Bo prisoved in a kerchief red,

And 2l the sunset's preud desire

Burn in a cabin fire®

Bird of my thonght, flv, fly away
Tire twilight closes in the hay.
The ehbing waters hid von cone:
Net here bt there is home,

—Susan T, MiTeHELL.

A few weeks apo o London newspaper stated that
evervbhody hot the Tinglish Government knew that English
rule was forever at an end in Treland.  That ean be said
no longer. The Inglish Geveornment s fully aware of the
faci, and hence the nmilitary and polive are encouraged to
wreele homes, shoot cdown men, women and chiidren, set
creamerics and factories ablaze and give tha piled up har-
vosts Lo the flames. The Government of Fungland seems
determined that if Ireland must he abandoned, it will be a
depapulated and ruined Ireland—a shortsighted and blun-
dering policy. How can any FEnglishinan, however, thick-
witted, Imagine that such an Ireland could ever become
Iingland’s friend ?—Exchange.
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