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A FOUL CALUMNY.

• At present the enemies of Ireland in the- British
press, especially those whose virulence is intensified by
their hatred of the religion which the overwhelming
majority of the Irish people profess, are engaged in a
campaign of slander against both (says the Irish Cath-
olic of June 26). One cannot call it a reckless cam-
paign, as the press liars are careful to give no names,
and to mention only in general terms the places where
the alleged occurrences took place. A particularly gross
specimen of unabashed lying appeared in the Western
Morning News, of Plymouth, in its issue of 14th inst.
Here is what the editor of that paper permitted to
appear in its columns :—■

“In the town of Limerick, a few days after the
murder of a policeman, a priest announced from the
altar that he would give 100 days’ indulgence to any
man to shoot another policeman.”

Of course the liar who invented the above yarn
was careful to give neither the name of the priest nor
that of the church where this occurred. Even those
Protestants who have taken the trouble to learn what

’ is the Catholic doctrine regarding Indulgences—a doc-
trine often put in clear terms before non-Catholics—at
once recognised that the story could have no founda-
tion in fact. *lf the editor of the Western Morning
News be an honest man he will at once publish the
name of the concocter of this story, who should be
publicly gibetted as the base liar and cowardly slan-
derer that he is.

Lord Denbigh Resigns.
With reference to the foregoing, Lord Denbighwrites thus to the London Catholic 'Times , under date

July 7 :—-

My attention was called three days ago to a
statement which had appeared in the estern Morning
News, and which was to the effect that a Catholic priestm Ireland had, from the altar, offered 100 days’ in-dulgence to anybody who would go and shoot anotherpoliceman. This was the first I had heard of whatI regard as a particularly scandalous and silly lie.“In consequence of the assertion that this hadissued from the office of the Southern Irish Loyalists’Defence Fund, I at once wrote to the secretary tomake enquiries. I have just been informed that nei-ther he nor any of the committee had seen the state-ment in question, and that it had reached the officealong with other information and been accidentallyincluded in matter contributed to the press. Thesecretary states that had he seen it, it would not havebeen made use of.

When, as the result of earnest requests, I veryreiuctantly consented to act as one of the treasurerso this fund, I did so under the impression that itwas merely _ for the administration of aund to assist those with whom I hadmuch sympathy as the victims of a disgracefulcowardly, and lawless system of terrorism. I was sub-sequently assured, as the result of'"an incident which Icomplained of, that I should be made acquainted with
Public
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AN IRISH PEER PAYS TRIBUTE TO SINN FEIN

H After his failure to carry his Dominion Home Rule
.proposal. in the House of Lords, Lord Monteagle wrote
a letter to the

'

Irish Independent, -in ■ which he com-
plained that V the House?'"of Commons is muzzled, and
the -House of ' Lords "closes its ears" when the Irish
■question is introduced. Then he went on to f:say:
"Meantime a totally new fact is emerging in Ireland
which has hardly yet dawned on the British .public,
and which the Government so far has failed to face.
Far more significant than spectacular sieges; of police
barracks or kidnapping of generals, or even than the
sporadic and intermittent railway strikes, is the recent
desertion of the King's Courts, and the rise of Sinn
Fein Courts in their —the supersession of the
R.I.C. by Sinn Fein police. The Sinn Fein Courts
are steadily extending their jurisdiction and dispens-ing justice even-handed between man and man, Cath-
olic and Protestant/ farmer and shopkeeper, grazier
and cattle-driver, landlord and tenant.

.

The Sinn Fein police are arresting burglars, pun-ishing cattle-drivers, patrolling the streets, controllingdrink traffic, apparently in some cases with the ac-quiescence, of the local military authorities, who thusshow themselves wiser than either the Castle officials
or the British Government.

Double Significance.
And mark the double significance of this new fact.It shows the powerlessness, in Sir Horace Plunkett'sphrase, of "government with the dissent of * the gov-erned." It shows also the growing and remarkable

capacity of the Irish people for self-government.The chief obstacle to a conciliation policy is theNorth-East Ulster problem. This is now proved in-soluble at Westminster; it can only be solved in Ire-
land by Irishmen. Sinn Fein won't come to Westmin-ster or negotiate with the Government, but Dominionself-government once given—not merely promised oroffered—would come to an Irish Constituent Assemblyand negotiate there with N.E. Ulster, which mightthen be in the proud position to keep Ireland—aunited Ireland—a willing partner in the British Com-monwealth.

GOLD.

Gold, gold, that giveth everything, s
A little grain within the eye-a-glistening,To set the * blood aglow, the ear a-listening,Gold, gold that giveth everything.
Not as the wine to make men dance and sing,To tread the earth as cloud on misty wing,But in the helpless heart alone
To make it grand or barren as thine own,Gold, gold that giveth everything.
Not as the filmy soul to make men pray forIn weary pilgrimage to search the day for,Thine is a little strand the whole world compassingA little rainbow strand to which they clingAnd when they have thee, 10, thy grace is flown,bold, gold that giveth everything.

—Ernest Benshimol, in the Literary Digest.
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