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was cowardly and disgraceful ; to be unmoved or even
sceptical about every crime that the press reported
was enough to warrant hanging; to doubt that thece
could be a word said at all for the other side of the
story was jdiotic, unpatriotic, inhuman.

*

Look back nmow and see with what burning rhe-
tavie, with What vibrating periods, with what fire and
fury we called on humanity to arise and destroy those
who breke solemn pledges, oppressed weak people, and
committed outrages against humanity-- net, as we have
said, because they were Prussians, bu_t b.e(-.ause they
who did such things deserved extermination and Ill
manner of forture. [Tave you forgotten, you patriots?
Tf you have we will vemind you briefly of the wort of
things you used to say, of the sort of pledges you used.
to make, of the high ideals and of the sac:red.nnget
that ihen inflamed your hearts. Mr: Asquith it was
who protested amid the applause of thousauds that
YT ds oaowar. Perlaps T awight say primariy
o war for the emencipation of the smaller States.

The peave mnst e sueh ax aeill Luddd wpon o sure _mﬂl
stable foundativn the seevirity of the wenlk, 1‘/'1('”.7:7)(’."—
ties of Kurope, and the frec future of the world.” Mr.
Churchill it was who proclaimed : “*17e seant o natrreal
and fermanions seitlement awlieh liberates rares, re-
stares the tuteqgeity of nations, and sibjugetes vo one.

Lot ws awar against ihe prineiple of one sel
of Europeans holding duirn FJ'U; force anrd ennguest,
against their wills, awntlhier set”” Mr. George 1t was
who said:. “The sunetity of ireaties must he estah-
Tished: a territapicd settlement must he seenrved, hased
on the vight of self-determination, or the ronsent of
the yoverned. Tt was {he same orator who declared
that, When he saw an orgonised and fu.mfff.nf_ Fm/f’:f/
trampling on ihe weak, ke felt he was picrsuiig 'qu
wdeals 1 his endvavor to combat thet oppression. The
aworld s a world for the weali as well e fur the strong,
If ot awhy did Cod wake smell nations<?’ President
Wilson said—and the British Ministers accepted whnt
he said as a new gospel -—""We helieve these fundamen-
tal things:

“1. That every peaple has the right te choase
the sovereignty under which they shall ive lLike other
nations.

2. That the sinall States of the world have the
right to enjoy the same rvespeel for their sovereignty
and for their territorial integrity {hat the great and
powerful nations insist upon. ‘

3. That the world has the right to be [ree from
every disturbance to its peace that has ils origin n
agpression aud the disresard of the rights of peoples
and nations.’”’ :

These were Wilson’s words: aud, speaking for
England, Bonar Law said, “What President_ W’iIs:_n:
longs for we are fighting for.”” And yet again, Wil-
son said: ““We have used great words, all of us: we
have wsed the words Right and Justice, and now we
have to prove whether or not we understand those

worls.™
*

There is the preaching: what 1s the practice?
Has England kept her pledges to the world, to ithe
dead as well as to the living ! Ask Tudia, ask Egypt,
ask Irelaud what the British Government—ILloyd
Geerge, Bouar Law, and Churchill, aud the other
makers of fine phrases,—have done for the rights of
oppressed peoples.  Ask the widow of the Lord Mayor
of Corl, ask the friends of the kidnapped heys and
the murdered girls and the terrified children if the
atrocities committed by the English in [reland are no-
as bad as those we were told the Tluns committed in
Belgiuum.  Ask Tresident Wilson how he kept faith
with the Awmerican soldiers, and what he did for the
destruction of despolism and the freedom of small
nations, Ask the whole world to-day if Britain is not
the outstanding example of perfidy in the comity of
nations, Ask the statesmen of any country if they
would trust Lloyd CGeorge, or Bonar Law, or Chur-

chill,  All the war pledges have heen torn to tatters.
Scraps of paper indeed! What do they matter to
the tools of the international money-kings that have
wrecked Burope? British statesmen frankly declare
that they have no intention of considering the right
of peoples to self-determinationy and they are out-
spoken in their admissions that they recognise no guid-
ing principle but that Might is Right and that self-
interest must come before Truth and Justice. Truth
and Justice, forsooth! These wards served their turn,
but what do they matter now? And in Treland, in
India, in Egypt, the tanks voll through the streets, tha
machine-guns are let loose upon unarmed women and
childven, the police and the soldiers murder with im-
punity. We have seen what the preaching was like:
there is the practice. Let any honest Tmiperialist or
Jineo lay his hand on his heart and tell us whether
we fought Prussia or Prussianism, But ave there anv
honest people of that type?! Are there any who have
the manhood to stand forth and say that such crimes
ought {o be punished no matter whether done by the
Kaiser or by Tord French. There may be a few; and
the {ach that there are but few shows to what a depth
of moral rostenness the great and glorious British Em-
pive—the champion of wnall nations—has fallen to-
day.  And so there is the end of all our war-lies aind
all our war-aims and all our splendid protests. On
the one hand our fine preaching ; on the other our in-
lamous practice: and the consequence of both, nur
shawe as an Empire of boasters and hypoerites.

NOTES

Translations

There is one good translation of a poem  into
anclther langnage: that there is one shows it can he
done: that there is, in our opinion, only one, is to us
conclusive proof that it can hardly be done. The
good translation s Fitzgerald’s Omepr, Straightway
many will say, ““OQh, ithat's not a translation at all.
It is move Fizgerald than Omar.” Yet do we hold
that it is the one geod translation, even though there
be much of Fitzgerald in it: even lhecause there
be much of Fitzgerald in it. When you pour a per-
fume from one botile into another vou have in the
socond what you poured into it from the first and no-
thing else.  Tut you have nol all that was in the Aret.
In the same way when a poem is literally translated
ute avother tongue you never get all that was in the
origimal. - But asx it s possible to pour, on one’s own
account, something into tho second bottle which will
even 1uprove the perfume, so too it is possilble to add,
ou one's own account, somethmyg to a literal transla-
tion that may make it even better than the original.
This is exactly what Fitzgerald did. To do that is
havder than writing good original poetry, becanse the
mind is bound down to a linited range and the imagin-
ation flies with clipped wings.  Also, perhaps because
it requives a very good kirowledge of two languages—
which s more than mwany translators have.

Heine

teine is the greatest German Iyrie poet. Indead
it s not certain that ane could not” leave out the ad-
jective that restricts the praise to one Nationality.
Readers of ITeine will find him simple and clear. Hig
prose has somewhat of the spirit of French prose—mog
a little of its limpid grace. ITis poetry is as unpre-
meditated and as elementary——to the reader—as the
song of a blar_;l«:bird on 2 morn of spring.  But just try
to translate it!
D hist awie eine Blume
Sa hold wnd seliin wad rein ;
Teh sehew’ dich an, wnd Wehmut
Sehdeicht mir ins Herz hinein.
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