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' CHRISTIAN RECONCILIATION OF PEOPLES

ENCYCLIQAL BY HIS IIdLINESS POPE
BENEDICT XV.

Following iz an authorised translation of the full
‘text of the Enecyelical on the Christian Reconciliation
of Peoples, issued by Pope Benedict XV. on Pentecost
Sanday, May 23:—

To the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, Bishops
‘and Ordinaries in peace and communion with the Holy
Bee,

Venerable Lrethren, health and Apostolic Benedic-
tion.

Peace, the great giit of God, than which, in St.
Augustine’s words, there is no happier thing among
men, nothing more desirable or hetter; peace, which
all good people have implored for more than four years,
with the prayers of the faithful and the tears of mao-
thers, has finally beglm to shine among the peoples,
and we are among the first to rejoice at it. But still
foo many and too bitter anxieties disturb {lis Our
Taternal joy, for if almost everywhere the war has in
A way come to an end, and several treatiss of peace
have been signed, nevertheless the germs of old bitter-
ness remain; and you know well, venerable brethren,
‘that no peace can have consistency, no alliance :in
have strength, though elaborated in daily laborious
‘conferences and solemnly sanctioned, if
time hatreds and enmities are not quenclied by means
of a reconciliation based on mutual charity.,
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ren, that at the s
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may have it brought home to them.
Exerted Power for Peage.

i In troth, ever since by the hidden designs of Cod
We were raised to {he See of Peter, We lLave never
“coased to do everything in Our power, from the very
beginning of the war, that all nations of the world
nught resume cordial relations among themselves. To
‘#l_mt end We never ceased to pray, to repeat eshorta-
‘tions, f(.) propose ways pof eu'r;méemeni.,
‘means, in fact, te open by Divinp
sort to a peace th ’
ang .

to trv every
vine aid a deor of some
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nrges Us to exhort al the childven of the Church, or
-{)}etter, all‘ men in the world, that thev nay put ;;sidr;
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® 8 No me - Us {o dwell long on showiny
.human_lty oneuremg the risk of terrible disas-
’Lgl:s if, whilg peace indeed is cancluded latent m;;«'-
tility and enmity among the peoples (:Juntiuue. No
need to dwell on the harm iq all that is fruit of civilis.
‘auon and progress, to commerce and industry, litera-
‘ture, and. the arts, all of which flourish ouly when the
peoples live together in tranquilliiy, )
But, more impertant still, grave harm would be
«done to the very life of Christianity, which s essen-
‘tally based on charity, being calied the very preach-
ting Qf the Law of Christ, “ihe gospel of peave.”

~ Indeed, as you well kuow and as We have often
“called to mind, nothing was so eften an
taught by the Divine Master
precept of fraternal charity is the oue which in-
cludes all the others in itself : and Our Lord called that
Precept new and IHis own, desiving that it should he
s the halllmark of the Christians, by which they
might easily be distinguished frem all others,
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Nao otheér, indesd, was the testament that .He Teft
to His followers when He died, praying them to love
one another, and loving one another try to imitate the
ineffable unity that exists between the Perscus of the
Holy Trinity: *‘That they niay be one as We also are
one, that they be madé perfect in one.”

And the Apostles, following the order of the Div-
ine Master and taught by His very voice, were un-
ceasing in their exhortation to the faithful: *‘But
before all things have a constant mutual charity amoeng
yourselves' ; “‘and above all these things have charity,
which is the bond of perfection;” “‘dearly beloved, leb
s love one another, for charity is of God.”’

The teaching of Jesus Christ and of the Avpostles
was fzithiully observed by, Our brethern of the old
times, whe belonged indeed to different nations, often
at war among themselves, but who nevertheless wiped
out the record of past differences in voluntary oblivian
and lived in. perfect concord.

And indeed there was marked conlrast betwean
such intimate union of mivds and hearts and the deadly
hostilities that then broke out amnong the nations.

What has already been said to teach the precept
of charity holds good for the pardoning of offences, no
less solemnly commanded by the Lord: “But T say
to you, love your enemies: do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them that persecute and cezlumniite
you, that you may be the children of your Father
Who is in Heaven, Who maketh Tlis sun to rise upan
the good and had.” Hence that Lerribly severe warn-
ing of the Apestle St. Johu: “Whosoever hateth his
brather is a murderer, and you know that ne murderer
hatlr eternal life abiding in himsel{. ™

Forgiveness of Eneinies.

Finallv, Jesus Christ has taught us to pray the
Toovd, so that we ask for forgiveness on condition of
forgiving others: ““And forgive us our <debts as we
also forgive our debtors.”” And jf sometimes the ab-
sevvance of this law sesms {o be severe and difficult,
the Redeemer of the human vace Fimself nssists us
not only with the Divine Grace bul also by His ad-
mirable example, for as Ife hung on the Cross e
praved parden of [Tis Father for those who so un-
Justly and wickedly tortured ITim: *Father, forgive
theim, lor they know not what they do.”

We, too, should be the first te imitate the pity
awl loving kindness of Jesus Christ, whose Vicar We
ave here, thongh without any merit of Qur own; with
all Our heart, following IMis example, We forgive
all any every oue of Our enemies who knowingly or
miknowingly have heaped and are still heaping on Qur
person and Our worlk every sort of vituperation, and
We emnbrace all with supreme clhinrity and benevolence,
neglecting no opportunity to do them all ihe good in
Our power, and that is indeed what Christians really
worthv of the name are bhound to do towards those
from whons they have rveceived offences during the war.

Christian chavity, in fact, is net confined to net

hating our enemies and loving them as brothers; it

desires also that we do good to them, fellowing the
mile of the Divine Muaster, Who “‘went about deing
good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil,”
aud ran the courze of iz mortal life viving it all «p
to doing unteld good to men, even shedding His blood
for them. 8o said St, John: “Tn this we have known
the charily of God, because 1Te hLath laid down His
life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. e that hath the substance of this world
and shall see his brother in need and shall shut up his
bowels from him, how Juth the charitv of Cod abide
in Lim? My Httle children, let us not love in word
nor in tongue, hut in deed and in {rath.”
Days of Sorrow,

Never indeed was there a time when we should
“upread the limits of charity’”” more than in these days
of universal suffering and sorrew; never perhaps as
to-day has humanity neéeded that common beneficence
which grows from sineere love of our neighbor and is
full of sacrifice and fervor. For if we look anywhere
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