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ST. JOAN OF ARC

(By Arcuuianor Repwoon.)

Joan of Are was a peasant-girl of the Marches of
Lorraine. Born on the day of the Epiphany, 14132,
she died on May 30, 1431. Almost the whole of this
short life of 19 years was passed in the peaceful OCC:;-
pations of the little village of Domremy.l Then tow?r ts
the end (February 22, _1/129-May,. 1431) the peasant-
girl became a warrior-girl; the liberatress of France
from the English rule: the vicfnim of most mf;unoqs
treachery; the condemned culprit of an unjust coure;
the burnt victim and martyr of Rouen. A unique
fact in the history of all peoples! A unique fact in
the annals of France! A unigue fact in the records
of holiness! Joau, the warvior-girl, raised to the
honor of our altars throughout the whole world ! From
every standpoint her history is alike admirable and
ravishing., When spinning in her father‘.“s house, kneel-
ing in her village church, standing awmid _thc theolo-
plany of Poictiers sthat examined her mission, or the
judees at Rouen bent on her destiruction. on ]mr.\‘-eback
Lbefore Orleans or Compitgne with her troops, radiantly
smiling towards the King of France iu the Cathedral
of Rheims, wecping in ilie prison of Chiteau-Vienx.
in her appeal to the Pope against the senfence of t?m
University of Paris, in ler cry towards Jesus whila
the flames devoured her maiden frame-- evervwhere
she iz beantiffil to behold. tonehing hearts, and draw-
ing tears. She is pure. laborvious, intrepid, pi_n_us-‘,
siinple, devoled. Tuzzled by no prophesies, quailing
in no enterprise.  God is with her.  She knows it, and
says i, and she prove: the fael in the shame of death
as well as i {he glory of life.

Powerless to rlon_\_: facts vestineg on the bhedrack or
absoluie certaintv. unhelievers have attemypled te nat-
arally explain Ler supernatnral existence.  Thelr work
hag been only ihe werk of Dbad hislorians aud  sad
Frenchrien. Al Voltaive’s wit. all Anatole's perver-
sity have been =pent in vain {o lower {he saintly Maid.
They have verified Puaseal's words {a 2l their crew:
Ineredules Tes plus oredolrs-—nome so credulous as the
incredulous. By the deunial of her life's mystery thay
have wrapt it in bwpeneivable darkiess far more s
concerting than the mvsieries of [aith.

This nolettered peasant-virl, whe beard (he voives
of St. Catherine and =i, AMaroaret, who conversoed
with 8t. Michael, suw mmorve clearly Intn French poti-
tics and ecclesiactical problems of hey thwe than all
the statesien and all the doclors of the Paris Uul-
versity.  Of course, shie conld mot have written the
Liiscanrs soe Tilistaire U piverselle of Russiet
Maistre’s Coosictrriiinms <o Tn Froanee s bud shie kuew
Letter than Bos=uet thal all empires depend on God,
better than de Jaistre she read the n
dom of St Touis wrilten

nor de

i ot the King-
in the decress of Tleaven.
Frenchmen of the Burcundian party were blinded Ly
the tvivmpl of might : the Eaglish conquest appeared
Yawful to them hecause it lad succeaded.  Tno like
manner the doctors who went 1o 1ale lost {heir fuot-
g amid the disenssions of (e great schism of the
West, and abaut ihe Pape’s person and power.  Tn a
superior light Joan. the unleltered peasant-oir]l under
stood bevond w1l deubt ihat the Pope of Rome is Lhe
sole visihle head of the Churel, as the st il P pliin
aof Chinon was the sole Kot of France.,  Besides heinuw
the Theratress of France, Joan was the very incarna-
tion of the admivalile qualities of {he French Tace, 1
living svathesis of France's Catholic policy, a ty
Frances Taman lovalty, an Dt al A
fram France's | |
virtues.

Tu ihis page of Trench anunals, as in a hundred
others, religion has hsen ihe very tissue of French
national life. The afflwalion of ihis trutl 18 in accor-
dance with facts, imparts the character of consistency
to all TFrench history, in its deepest and grandest
seuse, and faithfully preserves the integrity of tho
French spiritual patrimony bequeathed to the nation

pe of
‘ ower sprung
Faath . onad Mhastrating her marveilous

from remotest antiquity. Modern scoffers would toll
us that the Church: burnt Joan of Are of yore, but,
wiser to day, she claims Joan as her own and canonises
her as a saint., We auswer: the judges at Rouen were
prevaricators who set their ecclesiastical authority at
the vile seruvice of their political passions and Fuglish
spite. They were not the Church of Frauce, nor the
Church at all.  If cleries wer8 found to condemn Joan
in 1431, there were clerics also to approve in 1429 her
extraordinary mission. ¥rom the cradle at Domremy
to the stake at Rouen, Joazn ever walked under the
blessings of the true priests of Jesus Christ. The mo-
ment the clergy came to kunow of her imprisonment,
they multiplied processions and prayers in her behalf.
When Rouen was reconquered, the King ordered an
iquiry, and Cardinal d’Estauteville, helped by the
mquisitor John Brehal, revised the iniquitous trial of
1481. Joan’s supreme appeal and that of her mother
Isabella were conveyed to Rome, Calixtus IIT. an-
pointed to rehabilitate the vietim, John Brehal, Wil-
liain Chartier, Bishop of Paris, and the Archbishop of
Rbeims, Juvenel Orsini, The act of rehabilitation,
begun by Calixtus TET. in 1455, was fAuished i the
canonisation wrought to-day by Benedict XV, ~ Such
throughout the course of ages was the mind of the
Chureh converning Joan of Ave. These honiages, ever
on 1he inerease for three centuries, entirely submerged
awd destroy the error of a handful of judges makingy
a mockery of justice,

As Jor France of 1920, she knows and venerales
Joan of Are more than ever before. Tt js the clory
of Orleans Lo have ever preserved the memory of tho
saint of the Fatherland. By the feast of May 8 which
amutally reealled the deliveranee of 1499, the admiva-
tion awd sratitude due to the envoy of heaven, were
kept alive. The voices of the histérians of the 191h
contury nunele with the hvioes which rise from the
Cathedral ot Ovleans.  Tn 1860 Bishop Dupavloup
pelitioned Pope Pins TN, (o Beatify Joan of Are.
When Pope Prus X had beatified her, her most ardent
wlmrers felt sure that her eanonisation would be
the near future.  Was not the statue of Joan of Ave
on the work-table of Pope Pins X.. in the lowliest vil-
Tages of France. in the chapels of foreign missions?
Was not the life of the ncomparable heroine popular
even in the nations the least friendly to Fravce? ITa-l
not the Bishep of” Orleans sworn in his heart to bring
about with all his might and all speed her eanonisn-
tion ! Mriracles were vequired. and the faith of Clris-
tians obtained them to the full satisfaction of the
sovere cowrt of the Sacered Concregation of Rives. S0
Joun s new on gur altars o canonised saint,

BENEDICTEON HELD AMID MONANTIC RUINS

News from England recerds a historic scene which
recently took place in connection with Corpus Christi.
This was the occurrence of the solemn - ceremony of
Benediction in monastic ruins al Thetford,

For the first time since the so-called Reformation,
a Corpus Christi procession was held at Thetford on
the day of the feast. It was recorded as appropriate
that this return to tradition should be an act of repat-
ation tovr ecenturies of neglect,

The monastery of the Canons Regular of the Holy

Sepulechre s now in Catholic hands, it is interesting to

learn. Therefore the procession took place in the
grounds.  The inain altar was erected in the ruined

refectory. A short sermon was preached on the ocea-
sion ol this ceremony, which was sq reminiscent of
olden days of Catholicism in Gngland, .

The modern cerelnony and its surroundings were 2
striking reminder of how different religious éanditions
were in the old Catholic days.

~ The pious man and the atheist always talk of
religion ; the one speaks of what he loves and the other
of what ke fears.-— Montesquieu.

MARTIN HOULTHAN .

itdresser
EXPERT TRADESMEN.

and Tobaceonist Stafford
OUR SPECIALT_Y,:f RAZOR SETTING

St., Timary
OPPONITE ARCADE.




