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danger and distress. The servant, however, whistled,
and his whistle was answered ; a party of men, of free-
booters, of robbers, headed by a person called the Red
Rapparee, who has been convicted at the Assizes, and
who has been the scourge of the country for years, came
up to them, and as the Rapparee had borne this re-
spectable gentleman a deadly and implacable enmity
for some time past, he was about to murder both mas-
ter and man, and actually had his musket lavelled at

him, as others of his gang had at his aged servant,

when a person, a gentleman named Reilly—[here there
was a loud cheer throughout the court, which, however,
was soon repressed and the Attorney-General pro-
ceeded ]—this person started out from an old ruin,
met the robber face to face, and, in short, nob only
saved the lives of the gentleman and his servant, but
conducted them safely home. This act of courage and
humanity, by a Roman Catholic to a Protestant, had
such an effect upen the old gentleman's daughter, a
lady whose name has gone far and wide for her many
virfues and wonderful beauty, that an attachment was
formed between the young gentleman and her. 'The
prisoner at the bar, gentleman, was a suitor for her
hand; but as the young and amiable lady was ac-
gquainted with his character as a priest-hunter and per-
secutor, she, though herself a Protestant, could took
upen him enly with abhorrence. At all events, after
the rescue of her father's life, and her acquaintance
with Mr, Reilly, the prisoner at the bar was rejec?:ed
with disdain, as he would have been, it seems, if Reilly
never had existed. Now, gentlemen of the jury, ob-
serva that Reilly was a Catholie, which was bad enough
in the eyes of the prisoner at the bar; but he was more,
he was a rival, and were it not for the state of the law,
would, it appears, for there is no deubt of it now,
have been a successful one. From henceforth, the
prisoner at the bar marked My, Reilly for vengeance,
for destruction, for death. At this time he was in the
full exercise of irresponsible authority; he could burm,
hang, shoot, without lbeing called to account; and as
it will appear before you, gentlemen, this conseiousness
of impunity stimulated him to the perpetration of such
outrages as in civil life, and in a country free from
¢ivil war, are unparalleled in the annals of crime and
cruelty.

“But, gentlemen, wheat did this man do: this mau,
50 anxious to preserve the peace of the country; this
man, the terror of the surrounding districts: what did
he do, I ask? Why, he took the most notorious rob-
ber of his day, the fierce and guilty Rapparee-—he took
him into his counsels, in order that lhe might enable
him to trace the object of his vengeance, Reilly, in the
first place, and to lead him to the hiding-place of such
unfortunate Catholic priests as had taken refuge in the
caves and fastnesses of the mountzins.  Instead of
punishing this notorious malefactor, he took him into
. his own house, made him, as he was proud to call them,
one of his priest-hounds, and induced him to believe
that he had procured him a parden from .Government.
Reilly’s name he had, by his foul misrepresentativns,
pot inte the ffwe-und-C'ry, and subsequently had him
gazetted as an outlaw: and all this upon his own irre-
sponsible authority. T mention nothing, gentlemen,
in connection with this trial which we are not in a
capacity to prove,

“Ha.ving forced Reilly into a variety of disguises,
and hunted him like a mad dog through the country,
having searched every lurking-place in which he
thought he might find him, he at length resclved on the
only course of vengeance he could pursue. Ile sur-
rounded his habitation, and after searching for Reilly
himself, he openly robbed him of all that was valualle
of that gentleman’s furniture, then set fire to his house,
and in the clouds of the night reduced that and every
out-office he had to ashes—a capital felony. It so
happens, however, that the house and offices were in
point of fact, not the property of Reilly at all, but of
a most respectable Protestant gentleman and magis-
trate, Mr. Hastings, with whose admirable character 1
have no doubt you are all acquainted; and all that

remains for me to say is that he is the prosecutor in
this case. '

“And now, gentlemen, we expect a calm, deliber-
ate, and unbiassed verdict from you. Look upon the
prisoner at the bar as an innocent man until you ecan
with a clear conscience find him puilty of the charges
which we are in the conditions to prove against him;
but if there be any doubt upon your minds, I hope you
will give him the benefit of it."”

(To be continued.)

THE STORY OF IRELAND

(By A. M. SuLLIvaN.)

CHAPTER LITT—(Continued.)

For two hundred years of history we shall find
that “colonised’” province, and the ‘‘colonists’ gener-
ally, endowed, nursed, petted, protected, privileged—
the especial care of the English Government—whilst
the hapless native population were, during the sams
period, proscribed, “‘dead in law,” forbidden to trade,
forbidden to educate, forbidden to own property; for
pach which prohibition, and many besides to a like
intent, Acts of Parliament, with ‘‘day and date, word
zud letter,” may be cited.

So great was the excitement created amongst the
needy and greedy of all classes in England by the pro-
fuse dispensations of splendid estates, rich, fertile, and
almost at their own doors, that the millions of acres
in Ulster were soon all gone ; and still there were erowds
of hungry sdventurers yelling for ‘‘more, more.”
James soon found a way for providing ‘‘more.”” He
constituted 2 roving commission of inquiry into “‘de-
fective titles,” as he was pleased to phrase it—a peri-
patetic inquisition on the hunt for spoil. The commis-
sioners soon reported 385,000 acres in Leinster as
“‘discovered,”’ inasmuch as the ‘‘titles’” were not such
as ought (in their judgment) to stand in the way of
his Majesty’s designs. The working of this commission
need scarcely be described. Even the historian, Le-
land, who would have been its apologist if he could,
tells us there were not wanting ‘‘proofs of the most
iniquitous practices, of hardened cruelty, of vile per-
jury, and scandalous subernation, employed to despeil
the unfortunate proprietor of his inheritance:” . Old
and obsolete claims, we are told, some of them dating
as far back as Henry the Second, were revived, and
advantage was taken of the most trivial flaws and
minute informalities. In the midst of his plundering
and colonising James died, March 27, 1625, and was
succeeded by his son, Charles. Bitterly as the Irish
Catholics had been undeceived a: to James's friendly
dixpositions, they gave theemselves up more warmly
than ever to the belief that the young prince now just
come to the throne would afford them justice, toler-
ance, and protection, And here we have to trace
a chapter of cruellest deceit, fraud, and betrayal of a
too confiding people. The king and his favorite Min-
isters secretly encouraged these expectations, Charles
needed money sorely, and his Irish representative,
Lerd Faulkland, told the Catholic lords that if they
would present to his Majesty, as a voluntary subsidy,
a good round sum of money, he would grant them cer-
tain protectiods or immunities, called ‘‘royal graces,”
in the records of the time. ‘'The more important were
those which provided * that recusants should be allowed
to practise in the courts of law, and to sue out the
livery of their lands on taking an oath of civil alle-
glance in lieu of the oath of supremacy; that the un-
dertakers in the several plantations should have time
allowed them to fulfil the condition of their tenures;
that the claims of the crown should be limited to the
last 60 years; and that the inhabitants of Connacht
should be permitted to make a new enrolment of their
estates.” The contract was duly ratified by a royal
proclamation, in which the concessions were accom-
panied by a promise that a parliament should be held

E. S. ROBSON OPPOéITE MUNICIPAL

COycle Repaira a specialty. Prams Repaired and Tyred.

e

BUILDINGS, HASTINGS.

BICYCLE DEALER AND IMPORTER
Good workmanship guaranteed, AN Accessories stocked.
COheapest House in Town.



