Tuurspay, May 13, 1920.

OUR ROMAN LETTER

By Scorrus ALTER. .

On January 22 last, in company with many sympa-
thisers—including Cardinal  Frohwirth, many Bishops,
Generalg®of Orders, and representatives of various colleges
and religious institutions 1hroughout Rome—the Irish
clans gathered at the Irish College in the Church of Sant
"Apgata dei Goti to pay respect to the memory of the late
Rector, Mgr. O’'Riordan. The Solemn Requiem Mass was
celebrated by the Rector of the North American College,
and the panegyric preached by Mgr. Salotti, one of the
most eloguent of Reman preachers and a distinguished
worker in connection with the cause of the Irish martyrs.
With warmth and pathos Mgr. Salotti deseribed the salient
points in the character of the illustrious dead, pgracefully
illustrating in his life-work the history of his country,
her fortitude in suffering, her unconquerable Faith, and
unfailing hope and courage. He recalled in turn his love
for the Irish College and its students, for his country,
and for the See of Peter. Alluding to a saying of La-
cordaire over tho grave of Montalembert, the preacher
added that the spirit of the dead lived on, and would
be felt again when the [Irish martyrs were crowned with
the honors of the altar, wheun the causo of Ireland was
victorious, and when the Papacy was securced its rightful
place of henor and influence among men. :

It wasg with the greatest and most gencral satisfaction
that the news was lately rveecived of the appeintment of
Father Curran as:Vice-Rector of the Irish Coellege. Father
Curran has long been o quiet and untiring worker in tho
clagsifying and marshalling of historical records, so neces-
sary to their preservation and utility, awd in many similar
kinds of work, such as entail more than their due amount
of trouble and yet seldom receive their due amount of
praise. His work in Dublin in connection with the pro-
cess of the Trish mariyrs, and again, in the ordering and
arrangement of the Dublin diocesan archives, is the ad-
miration of those here and elsewhere who have had the
privilege of seeing something of it. His appointment as
Vice-Rector to such a worker in historieal research as Dr.
Hagan augurs well for the future of the Irish College,
and especially for ithe future of Trish historical studies in
Home.

Father Magennis, the Geneval of the Carmelites, re-
cently lectured to an apprecintive audience in the Trish
College on the Irish race in America, their work and in-
fluence there, especially in connection with receut develop-
ments.  The subject of the lecture was oue of the greatest
interest to all, especially at the present moment, when wo
find Ltalian papers, such as the Tempo, emphasising the
importance of the Trish organised forces in America in in-
Huencing the choice of a new President, and so, indirectly,
the attitude of the TUnited States towards the various
Kuropean Powers. The audience filled the Kirby Moemo-
rial Hall of the Irish College, and included pricsts and
students from the various Irish institutions” jn Romme, as
well as the students of the North American College. Kather
Magennis even cxceeded their expeectations, by tho alter-
nating humor and pathos he was able to give the subjoct,
and the new lights he was able to throw on it from iho
rick fund of his personal experience. D O'Gorman,
Generat of the Aupgustinians, presided at the mecting, and
pointed out, not without a touch of his characteristio
genial humor, an aspect of tho subject whiclr the lecturer's
modesty had striven to keep in the hackground—the prin-
cipal part, namely, which Father Magennis limself had
played in placing she Irish eause in the position in which
1t now stonds in America.

The following document, which has been received hy
various Irish people here, will, ua doubb, he of interesk
to intending “*British”' visitors to Rome. There is a sweed
old Saxon legend entitled “How the Devils spake British,”
but in the present instanee we presmme “British™ is not
opposed to “Angle-Saxon,” and includes, no doubt, more-
uvver, West British where available.  The document is
lieaded “‘Patriotic Liecague of Britons OQverseas. Rome
Branch,” and rtups:—"0On and after Vebruary 2, 1920,
AMr. Oscar Browning, juint secretary of the league, will
he at home in the Palazzo Simonetti, 12 Via Pietro Caval-
lini. . . . Mr. Browning’s rooms are on the top floor.
Visitors are requested ta use the lift. The object of the
Roman hrauch of the Patrictic League is to e a centre
for all British interests, to bring togetlier the various ele-
ments of the British community, and to consolidate them
for their mutual advantage, as is already done in Rome
hy the Swiss, the Danes . . . and othér nationalities.”

Bohemia has been thought of for long as a sort of
romantic land, whose marble halls are filled with pickers-
up of unconsidered trifles, a place pleasanier, on the
whole, to read ahout than to live in. Bohemia recently,
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indeed, lias made a reputation for qualities and achieve-
ments more worthy of admiration. 'To us, indeed, in the
revival of her national language, and in the successtul
restoration of her national power .which followed, she has
been often and rightly held up as a model for imitation.
Still, just at present, it wounld seem as though moedern
Bohemia, in matters ccelesiastical, has some children at

‘least ready to vevive her repumiation as a place where

wayward fancies may be carried into practice without any
of the inconveniences wlhich follow from suel frolies in
more sober lands, A scction of the Bohemian clergy ma-
tured some time age many propositions whick would, they
modestly asserfed, 1f carried into offect, vastly inprove the
Charch in their native Iand. The Archbishop of Pragne
was to he made a “Patriareh of the Cazechoslovak Repub-
lie,” the bishops and parish priests 1o ho elested by the
vlergy and people, the liturgy to be in the Czeel lan-
guage, the administration of ceclesiastical property to be
independent of the hishap, priests Lo practise matrimeny
and to diseard ceclesinstical dress, and lastly—to secure,
we suppose, the gratitude of  peosterity—the  seminary
eourse to he finished in a single year. In all these pro-
posals, exvept, perhaps, the last (which heats even the
Trinity College Divinity Course of two vears), there is
uothing brillantly original, Seme of the milder pro-
posals are similur to those made hy an Irish-speaking Pro-
testant in Antagluiseach Goedhealoch  for Qctober last.
Al of them Lave been [requently made and followed by
Christinns separated from the Clurel, though of course

_it s painful to find there should have leen a number of

priests to support them.  The more moderate of the re-
formist clevgy were in favor of submitting the proposals to
Rome, and, heing in a wajority in the assembly  which
had wmet for their diseussion, sent as a deputation last
June Prefessor Sanda and some others. They were re-
ceived in Rome with marked covrtesy, care being taken
that nothing should be said to them which might offend
their Lrethren or he used as a further incitement to sepa-
ration from the centre of unity. The reply to the Pro-
posals, however, was firm though courteous. The position
of bishops, the education of the clergy, and such matters
must foilow thoe Code of Canou Law, and if modifications
he introdueed they wust he confined to the limits allowed
by the Code itseli. regards the use of tle national
language in the liturey, the iatroduction of some modifi-
cations—such as the reading of the Epistle and Gospel,
the prayers in the ceremonios connected with the Sacra-
nmients—might be allowed, to he intredueed, however, at
the request of the bishops and aceording to the normal
procedure of the Reman Congregations.  As regards celi-
haey, no  discussion was pessible, and the discipline of
tho Latin Church must remain i full vigor. ‘This result
of the mission to Rome was, naturaliy, the signal for many
te withdraw: from the movement—others, ]ﬁowever, pt‘f;-
ceeded to earry out tho “reforms,” propounding the theory
that Romn would how to the accomplished fact. Some
priests left aside their soutancs, went throngh a form of
marriage, translated the lturgieal books into Czech, and
used their translations in the Liturgy.  IMinally, a short
time ago, mecting together, thev formally voted the ‘‘re-
form™  and separation from Rome. This was naturally
followed hy the condemnation of the reformist clergy by
the Holy Office, with the declaration that each of Ehem
stands excommunicated as a lheretic and schismatic. The
histiops of Bohemia had already expressed their devotion
to the Holy See, and taken strong measures te check the
reformist movement.  They are warinly supported by the
greater and hetter part of their clermy aund their flocks.
Indeed, cven from the first, the reformist movement was
mainly confined to Prague and the districts round it, the
influence of the movement decreasing in proportion to the
distance of a district from this centre, and the Slovak
viergy heing unaffected. In spite of a certnin appearance
of Czech nationalism which the movement seems to aim
at talking, it is hut a phase of 2 movemont which has also
appeared to some extent in Hungary amd Jugosiavia, and
in the opinion of many is due largely to the evil of a
foreign  State influencing eduecation, which was inangu-
rated in Lis dominions hy the Emperor Joseph.

From the firsi centuries of Christianity, the wirlmar-
tyr. Bt Apnes. has heen Jocked wp to as the special pro-
teetress of Rome and its people.  Wach succceding year,
her feast returns on January 23, sceming each iime fresher
and more beautiful, with a sert of child-like joy in- the
heroism and frivmph of this little child of 13. She is
present to the winds of the Faithfnl in that sraceful way
in which she is always represented, a delicate figure, -sur-
rounded with heavenly light, carrying in her arms the
Lunmaculate Lamb, as though repeating the words which are
sung in her office: “I keep my faith to Him alone.’”. St.
Apnesis, asib were, the synthesis, the culminating point of
all the glories of the martyrs whose shrines sanctify the city
of the Popes. She, adorned with all that beauty, youth, and
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