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CATHOLICS AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES

(By Joseru A. McNawMEE, in America.)

Cleric or lay, the Catholic is bound, each in his own
degree, ‘‘to go forth and teach all- nations.”” The clergy-
man is the shepherd of the flock; he is the official teacher
of the people. But in the work of teaching, the layman
too has his part. As related in the Gospel narrative, the
main purpuse of this teaching is to aid in the propagation
of the faith, and it cdoes not seem an exaggeration to say
that in this work, the obligation of the layman is daily
growing larger. To teach with success, not some ounly,
but all the people must he reached. Whatever tho eircle
which the clergyman can reach, the layman in pursuit
of his ordinary calling meets almost daily men of alt
eallings, with whom the clergyman rarely, if ever, comes
in touch. But te impress and educate, the teacher must
be in sympathy with his pupil, must know his inclinations,
his ambitions, his desires. This knowledge can come only
from intimate association. Hence, the Catholie, if he is
to preach effectively, must mingle with the people.

Catholic Interest in Civic Affairs.

To combine “the people” with “‘civies’” does not calt
for any stretch of the imagination, since the rights,
duties, and privileges of citizenship are all phases of
civics. For the development and full exercise of these
rights, duties, and privileges, the people are obliged to
organise.  They therefore group themselves, to secure
effective results in the advancement of social, political,
and finaneial interests. Men thus come to know one an-
other and grow 1n sympathy with one another’'s activi-
ties. _

Taking the teaching office of the Catholic c-ium_\n for
granted, it follows that he must mingle with his fellows
in their eivie activitics, co-operate with them whenever
this can be done consistently with his belief, and i ever
Teady to give them auy assistance that lies in his power.
It shouwld be his olject to aild them ia the accomplish-
ment of such purposes as are according o right reason,
and to combat all agencies which are opposed to the
natural or the Divine law. XNever was there a time when
there was more need for genuine Gospel teaching and
spiritual support than at the present day.  To-day the
world does not present a picture of peace, jov, url_(i cou-
tentment; on the contrary, the hearts of many in ihe
socialt body are filled with uarest, hitterness, and uuo-
happiness.. A relentless war on spiritnal ideals and on
the principles of supernatural religion is waged by powers
ful forces. ¥Tor the first time in the history of the Chris-
tian apes, representatives of the civilised nations argan-
ize to bring peace hack to the world, and on no oceasion
call on the name of God or of the Prince of Peace. )

By itself this example suffices to indieate the need
of missionary effort in the modern world.  Tf ibe leaders
of the world’s thought are, in thelr utterances, examples
of that atheism whieh purpesely ignores God, it would
geem that a large vumber of the meu and wonmen who
follow these leaders, assent to the same godless philosophy.
To combat this subtle atheism 1n its many mzxnifvstzlLir_ms
is the duty of the Catholic citizen. One method of doing
this is found in his interest in all eivie affairs. e
should strive to gain the confidence of his associates, so
that he may be able to avarn them against tendeneies i
public affairs which, often innecent in appearance, are,
because of their hidden hut irrclisions purpeses, a men-
ace rather than an aid {o the State. The forcees thal
build o waterialism hnikd on sand, and their structures
are doomed to destruciton.  Man ix net an animal merely,
and any civie philosophy which does not take  into
consideration the possibility of his spiritual development,
leads 1o civie ruin.

Error and Intelerance.

It 15, of course, generally understood that the Cath-
oiic religion inculeates lovally 1o one's country and un-
swerving obedience to the just commands of rightful auth-
ority. The need of teaching our modern world this lesson
of order, loyalty, and reasonalle submission js Loo plain,
in these days of socinl unrest. to he insisted upon. Tn
his mission of 1cachine the Catliolie eitizen is to  avaid
all that savors of the soirit ¢f the Pharisce. He gives
heeause to hime mueh lias been given.  Ule must be ever
ready to defend the ileachings in which he believes, hut
never to force them upon others. It is not his busincess
to make men, but, aceording to his ability, to give men
a charce te make themselves. Intolerance of error doos
not imply intolerance of the men and women who enter-
tain error, If the Catholic citizen has taken care to in-
form himself of the needs and aspirations of these whom
he wishes to help, therr will be no question of force, or
of personal intolerance. While it is sometimes possible

to ernsh a liar by force, & lie can be crushed only by the
proper -presentation of the truth. If he undertakes -hip
work with prudence and zeal, the Catholic may feel sure
that in his knowledge of his faith he will find a remedy
to meet every difficult condition, -

The Cry for Help. =

In trying te make the world realise the strength and
beauty of his faith, the Catholic ¢
agement to coniinued labor,
made te come to the help of suffering humanity. The
Catholic citizen ‘knows that the Church is founded on the
vock of Teter, that she has been commissioned by God
}_hmself to teach all nations, and that with Lthis commis-
slon comes the puarantee that she ean never teach error.
T}m_Church was founded for all time; ler mission is nat
c{mfmed to any century, to any country, or {0 special
circumstances.  Whatever man’s needs may he, she has
a remedy for them. If he is in error, she ean load him
from _dar_kness to light; if he is eneshed in the net, of
an evil life, shie can teach Lim how to excape therefrom -
if darkness and despair, in the face of {he world's inins:
tice, fall upon hin, she can make life Lrighter hy unfold-
g before him the vision of that world in which all
Wrongs are t_‘ightpr], and in which peace and cternal rest
are the portion of men who suffer for rightemmness' sake.
Te do his part in this great work, the Cidholic scitizen
must he well equipped, first of all. in lis own n personal
]|f<_~, and then in the practical application of those wreat
principles  of Christianity which alone can Iead 'Lnbpm'—
feebion ihe individual and society.  There are with s
to-day loud and powerful factions which boasé the specdy
trm_m:l)h of an unbridled Hberalism over the forees of
Christianity.,  Are ithe men who cOmpose ’
provhels or false? A
of God will never

lssa,

itizen has every encourr-
From all sides appeals are

these sroups true
complete trivmph over the Church
' he registered by Tior cnemies; neverthe-
momany places they may soicly eripple. and even
destroy for a time. her benefieent n}issim'l. The extent
(n_F _Hn-ir _m'iI influence will dopend very ];u"_:vh.' npun; the
ervie aetivities of the Catholie ciitzen. S '

Dincesan News

ARCHDIOCESE oOF WELLINGTON

(From our onn correspondent.)

. April 292,
His Geace Avebhishop O'Shea will Toave Near Zealand
during the weel for Samoa, where he will conseerate, gn
AMay 16, the Right Roev. Moo Draruand, who las ‘.H‘["!
aovointed Bisliop of Saumoa in suecession to hiy ]_.m'r]shi;)
Bishop Brover, whe died st venr. and  who  was weil
Inowa to the Catholic hoys of the New Zeaisnd Toxpoedi-
tonary IPoree Advanee Party which veenniod Samon when
wap roke aut. His Grace will he assistol At the ronsgeery-
tion ceremonicos by Bishop Nicholas, of Fiji, and Bishop
HEine, of Tonga. His steamer will pick up thess iwo pre-
lates on the way to Snnom. ifis Grace will he abeend
from Lhe Dominion until whout e vid ol Toue,

Mro St Leger Reeves, an old hov ol the Marist Bro-
thers” Sehool and S, Patrick's (.‘n]lv;-,:c‘.
the Bterary stafl of the Evewing Posto who has vesiimed to
cuter the lewni profession, having joined (e ::Eaﬁ' of
Messrss 0 and R. Beere, was the recipient ol a presentas-
en drom his enlleagues. AMr, Reeves ivonoson of Mre. 1
Breeves, who has heen connoecteod with jouwrnalism in Wel-
Hngzton Lor many yoars.,

and a0 member of

The quarterly meeting of the Untholje Education Board
took  place  last Wednesday in the Catholie Tederation
Roomy, Willis Strect. His (race Arehbishop O'Shea pre-
sided, and there were nroscut the Very Rev. Dean Me-
Kenna, Rev, Fathers Maheay, 83, Smiyth, S.M.. Bowe,
snel Connelly, Messrs. Rurke, Dolierty, Stratford, McPhec,
Carroll, Trox, and Hoskins. Arcounis totalling £168 18s
Sl owere nessed for pavmeni. Tt was announeed that ihe
fended Boxing Dav vienic, although eancelled owing to
bad weather, wonld brivg in £80 o the fund as a resnlt
of iho art union and donations.  The fig! result of St
Pairick's Day celebrations Lad not ¥ob been asceriained,
but it was exvected that the profit would be heiween £450
and £500. The date of the annnal seliooly social was
fixed for Wednesdav, June 23, and members woro urperd
to make both that function and .the Thomas Moore Anni-
versaty conecert a success, so that the fund would benciit
thereby.

The syllabus in connection with the Thomas Moors
Anniversary competitions has been -circulated amengst the
Catholic primary scliools of the eity and suburbs. The
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