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ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, LYTTELTON

FOUNDATION STONE CEREMONY.

{From our Christchurch correspondent.)

There was a large gathering of parishioners on last
Sunday afternoon week at the laying of the foundation
stono of the new 8. Joseph’s day school at Lyttelton,
which is being erected at the back of 8t. Josepl’s Church.
The stone was blessed and laid by his Lordship the Right
Rev. Bishop Brodie. Among those present were the Mayor
© of Lyttolton (Mr. W. T. Lester), Councillors !, G. Norton
and J. Elliott, Very Rev, Dr. Kewnedy, Adm., and Fathers
Long, Stewart, and Cooney.

Addressing the gathering, his Lordship Bishop Brodie
said: —There are certain features of to-day’s ceremony
which open the pages of New Zealaud history, to recall
the pieneering days of Catholic edueation in the Dominien.
The schoul now in course of construction will be confrolled
by the Sisters of Mercy, and adjoins the Lyttelton Catholic
chureh, the material structure of which is the oldest church
building in New Zealand. Tn theso days, when churches
and scheools are now so plentiful in thoe lsnd, we are
inclined to forget the beginnings of the work of hoth
Churclhi and school. The pioneer of Catholic faith in this
country was Bishop Pompallier, whose parish and diocese
were the whole of New Zealand; he had already spent
10 years in this southern land when he returned to Europo
to seclkk new ‘priests for his missions and teachers for his
schools.  In his seareh far teachers he visited Ireland, and
placed the wants of his diocese hefore the Sisters of Mercy
of 8t, Leo's Convent in Carlow. Mother Ceetlin and seven
others immediately volunteered, hut their own Bishop had
vet to he consulted; his words showed that he, like Bishop
Pompallier, iad the truo missionary spirit; he spoko thus:
My dear children, 1 am sorry to part with any Sister
of my diocese, but God’s glory demands that all should
make this greab sacrifice.  Are we to stax in our comfort-
able homes and  know that by poing or permitting others
to go we should save iunumerable =ouls? Yon have leprnt
from this great and learned Bisliop what he has Deen able
to c¢ffect in 12 years; Lhow much more will he not Le able
to do when lis efforts are seconded by the nuns teaching
school, instructing the uatives, and visiting the sick?® Were
I a young man T would set out on this gloricus mission
without delax. TIF St. Uatrick, St. Augustine, and many
others of whom wo read had stayed at home, how would
our holy faith have heen trunsmitied to us®? These
words banished all doubt, and Bdother Cecilia and her
seven companions started on their long and arduous voyvage
on Angust 8, 1849; for six weary months their voyage
lasted, until April 7. 1350, when they sighted Auvcklana,
their future home. The story of their work is the story
of the carly vears of our faith in New Zealand; in their
sehools Cathalies and non-Catholica alike were educated,
and the work of the Sisters was recognised and paid for
out of public funds. Remember, theso Sisters, theso vol-
untary exiles in the cause of veligion and education. loved
theiv home, theie native land, with a passionade, undving
love, and yet they said farewell 1o all, to devobe their
fives to their sacred, self-imposed task in this distant land.
Our pioneer scttlers of 70 vears ago cuan recownt the hard-
ships of the carly days, and these Sisters willingly shared
theso trinls aud braved the dangers associated with their
work, Tditle wonder is it that the Sisters are held in
veneration not only hy Catholies, but even by non-Cath-
olics, whaose generous appreciation is worthy of all praise.
Again, when the special wants of this diosese demanded
that more teachers should be sceured, the late Dean Mar-
tin, of Hokitika, appealed to the Sisters of Merey, and
from their Convent of Bunis eame a generous responso of
10 Sisters, who have inaupuraled the work of the Sisters
of Merey in this diocese, and whase communities at the
present day are directing no less than 11 scliools in the
diocese of Christehurch.  The Lyttclton community was
established 30 years ago, and can still rejoico in the fact
that the Mother Superior is one of the noble bhand of
Histers who came to the diocese forty-two years ago. This
fact has to be remembered, that hefare the advent of the
second community of Sisters of Merey a great and im-
portant change had taken place: State aid had been
withdrawn from denominational schools, anrd the Sisters
had to work under now difficulties. But earthly reward
and financial gain were never an ohjective in tho lives
of these zealous souls; the success of God’s work was their
only aim, the triumph of Catholic educalion their fixed
purpose. That their wark has succecded is beyond alt
doubt, and they have helped to write the brightest page
of the history of the Catholic Church in New Zealand,
the page which records the continuous and uninterrupted
growth of the work of Catholic education. While speaking
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of the triumph of Catholio education, a feeling of regret

-obtrudes itself when it is remembered that New Zealand

and Ausiralia are the only parts of the British Empire_
where religious education is noi recognised by the State.
England, Scotland, and Irveland, Canada, South Africa,
and India do not penalise denominations for condueting
their own schools. We are engaged in the great work
of nation-building, and there is grave reasom to fear that
the national edifice is not on sclid foundations when ob-
stacles are placed in the way of the religious cducdtion
of children, and parents are penalised for their conscien-
tious efforts to sce that their children are trained with a
knowledgo of their faith, To-day's ceremony is an ocea-
sion of gladness and joy; it afferds us an opportunity of
showing our attachment to the sacrod cause of eduention,
of assuring our devoted Sisters that their work of the past,
their bravery under trials and diffienltics, will ever entitle
them to the generosity and gratitnde, not only of Cath-
olics, but also of non-Catholics, who appreciate the work
so capably dene and so essential to the natjonal well-being.
I congratulate Tather Cooney on the work inangurated
to-day, and compliment him ow lis success in getting the
requisite funds to start this work, and feel assured that
any deficit will be supplied by Hhis gencrous people. 1
declaro this foundation stone truly laid, and pray that
God’s Dblessing may continue fo earich the work to be
dome in the parish for the sacred causo of Catholic educa-
tion.

Very Rev. Tather Cooney, pastor of tho district, said
ho was proud of tho assistance he had reccived from the
parishioners and Sisters of Merey, and, as had been stated,
ho hoped that by the time the school was ready for open-
ing he would have sufficient money in hamd to pay off
the small balanco 'of tho deht.

THE PROCESSION 01 NATTONS.

(Wor the N.Z. Tublef)
I saw a procession of nations
At dawn como over tho hills- -
Aurora was flinging her silver
To shine in theusands of rills.

Came England, a lady majestie,
Minerva-like was Ter Face —
Her form in a robo of red velvet

Bespole to all of her race.

Cama Vranee, with a houquet of lilies,
A gueen to love and admire-—

They sang as she waved them her groeding,
Hearts burned in bosoms like fire,

Cime Russia, pannt, gloomy, and wild-eyed,
Bivad stained the blade of his knifo—
He scowled as he fought his way nnward,

Nark deeds had shadow'd lis life.

Camoe Seotland, a rugeed old chieftain,
Tn Scotch cap, kiltics, awd all -

With bagpipes whose wild steains were sounding
A mighty, national call.

Came Treland?! T Lnelt {o adove her!
I Eissed her soft vole of green!

In sitenrce our heasts we all gave herl
Veowed faith fo Dl Rosnleen !

No wmore didd T ser of that corfega—
My eyes went affer oy heori—
Wrapped up in the folds of her montle—

And Reosaleen Feeps my heart.

-

—Axaeny HasTINGS.

THE MOST OBSTINATRE

Corn must quickly yicld to BAXTER’S RUBY CORN

CURE. Once this remedy is applied thero is no escapd

for the corn—it must give in. Price, 1/-, post free, from

BaxTER'S Paarmaoy, Theatre Buildings TIMarD
P ——

Into the crowded streets T po,
Wending my way each daxv,
To watch the throng pass o and fro,
And hear what peoplo.say.
The sporty sort just talk of sport,
Some talk of literature;
But the prineiple thought of tho sensible sort
Is' of Woods' Great Peppermint Cure.

E. S. ROBSON OPPOSITE MUNICI?AL BUILDINGS, HASTINGS.

Cycle Repairs a specialty. Prams Repaired and Tyted,

BICYCLE DEALER AND IMPORTER.

Good workmanship guaranteed. Al Accessories stocked,
Chespest House in Town.



