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REVOLUTIONS AND RE-ELECTION -

That the Goverument is playing for a general insur-
rection in Ireland, receut events strongly suggest (says
The New TWitness)., Tho dismissal of Sir Joseph Byrue,
whose appointment was welcomed by all sections of Irish
opinion, the steady growth of coercion in every form-—
all these things show what the Cabinet is aiming at. Tx-
actly what Mr. George hopes te gain by a Revolution is
difficult to determine. It is possible that Le hopes by
an appeal to British patriotism to dam the torrent of (;lis-
satisfaction which even the Georgian press cannot miti-
gate. e may rely on the patience of the English peaple
who, faced with the faece that outraged Ireland was killing
British soldicrs, and that her ultimate adherence to Bol.
shevisi could be expected, might give him a further loaso
of power.  {f he could claim to have saved the integrity
of the British Bmpire even at the expense of thousands of
Irish lives and the sacrifice of many soldiers, it may still

seem to him that he could win another election. This
appears te us the only possible reason for the hesotted
idiocy of the laiest phase of Irish.. governmment. It is not

alleged that Sir Joseph Byene failed in his duty; the
real reason for his dismissal s, probably, that he is a
Catholic, and possesses a level liead and g sense. of Justice,
three potent disqualifications [or 2 post under (loveru-
ment.

i Revolution e ilie end in view. the tactics of tho
campaign seem hopelessly inefloctive.  The English people
might swallow Mr. George as a savienr bwice resurrected
who has snatchied the Emnire from a fiendish people; they
will hardly rogard him as theie deliverer if his PTOWOSS
is directed. not against the hulk of the Irish nation, but
against a few Trish criminals.  The murder of Sergeant.
Sutlivau. who appeared s counsel for Casement, could
not by the wildest stretell of perfervid imagination have
been regavded as a triumph for Sinn Fein.  The recent
attempt on his life was quite elearly and obviously ar-
ranged hy a wang of desperadoes uninfinenced by any peli-
tical motive whatsoever.  Yet it has heen industriously,
thourh ambiciousty. aeserted that the crime was  insti-
gated by Riun Fein. who have a special prudge against
Sergeant Sallivau for Lis denuuciation of similar outrages,

The “application of o modicum of common sense con-
clusively demousiraies ithat Sinn Fein enuld not have neen
councerned.  The society has vet ip he providd  puilty  of
desiving or alrempling the assassination of their political
supporters, and the sugpesiion that they are incensed by
Revgeant Sullivans’ fndictmoent of ihe lawiess conduct of
a many of crininats s diseoantod by the fact that Sinn
Fein have themselves declared (Thal the leadors of the gang
will be regarded as ontlaws and sumtaarily  dealt with.
Nor is it at all likely that oven English density, or rather
that density which 3. George pre-snppokes to osist,
would eredit snch a palpable fahle.  To ftry to link up
the action of a number of Tawless men with an associntion
openly and nvowedly workinge for (he indepoudence of their
country s an ineptitude whiclh minst hopelessly handicap
Mr. CGreorge's clanees of a4 return to power on the crest
of an Trish suppression.  Por thab the present outhrealk
of crime is one of the effeets of (he pelicy of  coorcion
is impossible to dispute. Public feeling in Ireland, as else-
where, is always apainst this sort of thing, hut public
opinion has =a stillencd against Engdish government that,
rather than assist ihe officials of Dublin Castle, or in
any way recognise their anthority, the people refrain from
assisting in the capture of the criminals who terrorise the
neighhorhood.

Tt is necessary to reniise that, onee an Irish man
woman approaches an officlnd of the English
they become of necessity an ohject of suspicion to the
community.  The paint whera {leip infornation  would
cease to hear on the approbension of a eriminal and com-
mence to affeet e sality of Sinn Fein would e difli-
cult and delicate of determination. Once the poliee wore
approached & eross-examination would ensue of 50 search-
ing a character that in all insecence the informant might
ho tricked into making a statement which might lead to
the arvest of o palitieal leader. Nor wonld it be of any
use to refuse to answer any questions save those ditectly

" affecting 1lie suspected criminal.  In such a case the wit-
ness would draw suspicion on himself and in addition to
erystalising the cnmily of the police, ineur the ill-ndor
of hiz compatriols. .

It is useless for the Marning Pest to insist that the
present outhresk of crime is the lomical result of Sinn
Fein's assumption aof authority. Tt is the outeome of a
system of coercion wnder which Trish patriots are practi-
cally compelled to shelter Irish criminals, beeause denuu-
ciation, even of a murderer, would entail the recognition
of England’s right to rule. Sinn Fein, according to our
informatian, is already nrganising vigilanea committess to
deal with tho ruffians whe threaten the lives and the pro-
perty of rich and poor alike, That these will suceeed in
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- .restoring order, and will -deal effectively with the crimi-

nals concerned, iz fairly certain. An organisation which
was able to enforee the law forbidding the export of cattle
and pigs during a period of the war—a law which, thouglh
passed by the British Parliament, the Government were
powerless to carry out—is not likely to experience much
difficulty in dealing with a disorderly collection of ruffians.
Indeed, the formation of vigilance committees seems to
be the only possible solution of the present deplorable
state of affairs. Tt speaks well for the natural instinet
of the people that under a system of coercion enforced
by military occupation so spontaneous a desire has been
expressed for the enforeing of order, and that general sup-
port is given for the findings of these committecs who im-
pose penalties on the breakers of the peace.

Up to the present the Itish people have steadily with-
stood the impulse towards Revolution, nor do we think it
likely that the incidenis of the Raster rising will be re-
peated. 1T, however, a rising is precipitated, it seems
improbable that its suppresson would assist Mr. George's
return to power.  Above all, we are convineed that the
Faglish people in whatever eirenmstance will be able to
diseriminate beiween the excesses of a hand of eriminals
hent on loot and indifferent to murder, and the aets of
a society formed for the express purpose of liberating their
country,and enforcing the redemption of our politicians’
hroken pledge.

BAR TO U.S. FRIENDSHIP FOR BRITAIN

_— ——

THE IRTSH 18SUL,

“MOST SOLID PHALANX IN AMERICAN POLITICS.™

I an article  entitled, “Is  Ameriea I'riendly 27
PAGGLY writing to the Daily News, says the most for-
midable obstacle to Amorican friendship for Fngland is
the Itish guestion.  Uwntil that question is satisfactorily
ont of the way there can be no sceure friendship between
the two countries.

“The influence of ithe Trish upon American polities
is mmch greater than their pumbers would sngaest”  (he
continues). SThoze yumbers are great- -not less than a
tenth of the population, probably muel more— but they
are the most sohd phalanx in American life, They have
the acatest political instinet of any scction of the com-
munity, and in the party cavens, hoth municipal and na-
tional, they are venerally nasters.

“Arvound them eahere all ihe anti-British  influences,
which are now reinforeed by the creat German popula-
tion, which is not Joss considerable than that of the lrish,

Facts Withheld Frow 1ritigh.

“Tt is deplorable that there should apparently be a
conspiracy of silence to conceal from the country the mag-
nitnde of this menace to Anglo-American relations. It
is the preat, wlaring, ominous fact of American politics.
It mects you everswhere, 1t shouts as you from the anti-
British Mearst press wherever ¥ou may be—in New York,
in Boston, in Chicago, in &4, Louis, in far-awny San Fran-
1800,

“De Valera mnkes the progress of g poptilar hero
through the country, and the Briiish publie’s ears are
stuffied with cotton wool to prevent the fact percolating to
its wind.  Tn Boston T saw n whole issue of the Hearst
paper devoted to a wmalignant attack on  this country
and its miszovernment here, there, and everywhere; its
designs on American credit, and so on.

“The Mavor of New York is an Irishman, and the
mavors of most of the other great cities are Irishmen or
the nominees of Trishmen.  Judeo Cehalan, of the Su-
prems Clourt of New Yorls State, travels aboug delivering
passionate diatribes agninst Bugland, and half the Senatoe
plays up to tho same Lune, .

“The suppressed vationalism of Irelangd bhursts out in
hlotehes on the {ace of Awmceriea, and Ameriea is angry

with the blotehres, and angrier still with the ennse of the
blotches.

Hawera

Tor the last 12 months (writes a correspondent) ex-
cellent work has heen done localty by St. Agnos' branch
of the 8t. Vincent de Tanl Society. Tho members meet
in 8t. Joseph's Schonlroom every Tuesday, and engage in
sewing, the result of which has been that 149 articles of
clothing were completed and forwarded to ihe Sisters of
Compassion at Wellington for the inmates of their institite
tions. The sick are also visited, and cases of distross
hronght uoder the notiee of the sovicty are attended to.
At the recent hazaar, held in the Winter Show buildings,
the members of ihe society conducted a faney stall, at
which they cleared the splendid sum of £202.



