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pel the prisouer to cease from wails and laments, lest jus-
tice should be warped by pity. But God, as it scems, is
guided in His judgments not by truth, but by flattery.”

Most insolent is the way in which the Christian priests
speak of the pagan teachers and philosophers. They say
to their dupes: “Do not listen to your father or your
tuter, but to us. They talk nousense; they are dotards,
so stuffed up with idle prejudices that they neither know
nor do anything right. We alone know how one ought
to live. Listen to us, and you will be happy and sour
house will prosper.”’ .

Yes! Persecution is the only way to deal with these
misguided fanaties. The very helplessness and defence-
lessness of (he Christians against tho leathen law is a
preof that Jesus is not a God wha can save. The police
are everywhere aficer His followers, lhunting them out.
Tho martyrs are sififering not for couscicuce, but oui of
sheer obstinacy. Give up, then, ““this impostor,” this dead
man,” and listen to commen sense.  Christ is not God.
Nor are we idolators, as you say, for our statues only
represent, God, as the pro-cansuls represent Coesar. It is
right to shew them lionor.  True, God 35 to he worshipped
above all, but He permits and requires that due and rea-
sonable henor he paid ta Ilis agents, just as Cacsar ex-
pects men to revercucee his own majesty in the peeson
of his pro-consuls,

Aud so, Celsus concludes with an almost pathetie ex-
hortation to the injured Christians to have pity on their
country, to rally ronnd Cacsar’s eagles against the cow-
mon foe, to swear by the wenios of the Empetor as the
dispenser of all temporal Dlessings, as the God of all the
spiritual, Tt cannol at all bo supposed thal the Ewmpire
will abandon 1tz tricd and ancient faith for a barbarous
novelty such as i Christianity.  “IIe who thinks ihis
knows nothing.” 1f you were to convert the whole Kmpire
we would all be ruined, and yon with us. Your (od conid
not protect us.  Why, He does nat protect yvou, for the
police are daily bringing you te book. And if unity were
to be established in religion vour Christ will have to leave
His exelusivo throne and fake o place on cqual terms with
the other pods of Reme.  Hewee, give up your life apart,
join us, kiss hands (o the detties of Empire, joiu our [easts
and sing a hymn to Mhena, the bright goddess of the
suit,

Such was the attack of the pagan philesopher Celsus.
It is typleal: it is modern in its mentality.  There were
other remarkable atiacks of the same kind, but [ cannot
do more than mention one or two ot them here.

Lucian, a Syrian philosupher of the early seeond con-
tury, who teavelled overswhere, in a work of fiction whiclh
has come down, represented Christians in an odious liglhit.
They are Teolisl, superstitious; theic mutual love and
cliarity arve hut ariini scetavianism.  Their  well-known
contempt for death is hut chiklish obstinacy,  “These 'poor
men  believe that their seuls and bodies will afterwards
be immortal, henee they frequenily presenl themselves to
torture.”’

Early in the third contury a pagan philosopher named
Parphyry, down in Sicily, wrote an attack on Chiristianity
in 15 hooks which ike heathens regarded as @ divine hook.
4 is on the Lines of Celsns, and tho rationalists of the
Contivent are not uble cven in our day to improve mach
on 1t

Another Lkind of attack ook its rise from Roman
literary circles.  Instend of disparaging the characler of
Christ, these writers were compelled o admire it.  Henco
they took tlhe line of opposing to Clirist similar characlers
belonging to paganism, and thus they would try to get
for papanism the Iustre shed on the Christian- religion by
©its Fouander. Numbers of such lives were written as rivals
to Chrisl.  As 2 rule, the New Testament was the model
followed. T'wou such lives—that of tho philosopher Pytha-
goras and of the wandering teacher Apollonius of Tyann-—
are thoe most remavkable and suceessful of these atteimpts.
They try to go hetter than Christ of the Gospel narrative,
especially in the narrative of Ilis Passion and Death, in
which the pagans saw weakness unbecoming a God. The
humility and low lines of the Savieur was 2 scandal to
them. These works suggest the compromise the Roman
authorities wauld make with Christianity. The terms are
better than those of Celsus. XYet there be one supreme
ruler in heaven, and one on carth—the Emperor. One
transcendental Gad for ligher minds, for the mob the
lower pods suffice; Christ to he accepted as an inspired
teacher on the same footing as the pagans Pythagoras and
Apollonius.

How far these works attacking the Christian Faith
influenced the public mind it is hard to say. [t was
polemical, cphemeral literature, and most of it has per-
ished. Christian writers in their replies regarded these
works as shallow aud creating no real intellectual difi-
culty to the Christian system. Thus Origen, in his reply,

moves along a plane altogether superior to Celsus. It is
like the reply of a trained apologist of the Faith to the
vaperings of a pot-house philosopher. Anyhow, this tran-
sient heathen literature gives us the intellectnal view of
its day regarding Christianity—a view, scornful, hostile,
or indifferent, but gradually changing to one of moderate
admiration which would place Jesus amongst the philo-
sophers deified for their virtne and wisdom.

INSTITUTE OF NOTRE DAME DES MISSIONS.

A member of the Publet staff has just received an
interesting letter, under daie Deal, Kent, England {(where
the Mother House is situated), Janvnary 29, from the
Very Reverend Mother M. St. Pucome, wherein the writer
incidentally remarks: Considering the demands for mis-
slonary Sisters, we wonld wneed a great many more in
order to satisfy thew all. Woe reecived Iately & most dis-
tressing appeal for Sisters for the Philippine Islands, but
our Indian missivo-ticld is se wide that it takes all our
laborers to cope, vven feehly, with the work, and it will be
some timo before we shail e able to help in the former
missions.””  Referring to the resnlt of the General Chapter
reeently held, Rleverend Mother-General says: ‘‘No doubt
vor have heard Mother M. St Genevieve, whom yon know
so well, was naned Mosher Bnrser. Ilowever, she returned
tor West Australin for aboat 12 months before taking up
her work in Engliud.”  Tha Very Rev. Mother-General
gends kind remembrances to her many friends in New
Zealand.

AN OLD WOMAN'S PRAVER.

(IFor the N.Z. Talleil)
The rain has come aud washed ihe skies
Until they look to my old eves
Like some small hox that lifts his [aee,
Wiped elean, 10 state of gracs,
And lhyers, sure of praise—
L know the chililren’s wavs.
I Liv here dying guictly,
Glad, save that heaven feightens me.
What will T do when that great Kingdom cone?
I cavmot sing, Yor P owas ever dombh—
Nor yet help Mary with her houschold eaves,
I am oo weak.,  They sav ihat there are stairs,
What L would like, what 1 would most desire,
s jusioa gquict corner by the fire,
With some old smints for company,
Neid high enes, cotmoners 1iko e —
And one thing nore, how shall 1 see my Lewd ?
Not seated at This feasting-hoard,
Princes and Powers on left and righi,
And 1 otoo far away for sight—-
Not as from Thaber mountain stepping down,
The morning clinging 1o His lids, the vaipbow folded in
T own,
For 1w wrinkled, plain, and grey,
His glory miight nol vlance my wayv—
Nor would | have Iim suffering among those stunted
Hittle {recs,
For b owould he too old and mwumb to help 11im in His
nronies,
Too <hy to part the bramble hounghs,
To wipe the sweat from ITis dear brows.
But could b oveet Him sinall and young,
With httle lisping, stammering fongue,
Chasing the butterflies and Dirds,
With 1ittle foolish words,
Too small to nuderstaud ny sin,
Too white to think of blot within,
Too sweet to mind that T am eld,
How glad I'd run His hand to hold!
—E.T).

THE MOST OBSTINATE.

Corn must quickly yicld to BAXTER’S RUBY CORN
OURE. Once this remedy is applied thers is no escape
for the corn—it must give in. Price, 1/-, post frees, from
BaxTen's Paanmacy, Theatre Buildings TiMARU.
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WANTED.—Charitable Persons throughout Australasia
and the Pacific to pather CANCELLED STAMPS for
the Missions. Send by registered parcel to

REV. HENRY WESTROPP, 8.7,
Poona, INDIA.

H GLOVER MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR, 59 -KENT TERRACE, WELLINGTON.
¢ Reinforced Concrete Walls, Granite and Marbls Kerhs.

'PHONE 3241,
All kinds of Cemetery Work _

executed. Letter Cutting a specialty.




