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““At any rate,”’ added the Lord Mayor to the exhibit-
ors, “I do not intend to have the Comrades of Ireland,
if I might eall you so, prevented coming here to-night
and to have the Comrades of the Great War coming in
here next week., In consequence of the public being pre-
vented inspecting the beautiful exhibition he would clase
the Mansion House against all other mectings.”
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COMMONWEALTH NOTES

VICTORIA.

By direction of his Grace Archbishop Mannix, caollec-
tions were to be taken wp in the Cathalic clhurches
throughout the archdiocese on Sunday, March 21, in aid
of the starving children of Europe.

The Yederal authorities are net finding it as casy as
they anticipated it would prove to deport the Rev. Father
Charles Jerger, oue of the priests who was interned in
Australia during the war {(says the Tribunre), On Monday,
February 23, Yather C. Jerzer and Dr. Makx Herz were
brought to Melbourne with a view to being spirited away
from ihe land of their adoption. Iather Jerger's sistor,
Mrs. Ward, who is now in dielbourne, and other {riends,
went o worle at once, and approached certain Federal
menthers, including: Messrs. Hugh Mahon (whose diselo-
sures i vegard to the atrecions treatment of the interned
priests in Aunstralia lave been read with such indignant
interest), I J0 Ryau, and Frank Tudor, MHLRCs 6
lad heen Tearved that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to semd FPather Jerger to Java, and there Teave him
to whatever Fate might befall dim. A strong protest
apainst this iniguitous proposal was made to the Prime
Minister, and Mr. Ryna took ihe logal point that the
Commonwealth had ne power to deport Fathor Jerger. he
having been uaturalised in Fngland long before the war.
Mr, RByan contended that 1his naturalisation held sooed
thronghout the Fmpire, and that there was no power to
deport a naturalised Breitish <obicet from Austrabin, ft
is also understood that the Duiel shipping company ob-
jected to betng used by the Anstralion Government (o se-
cure the deportation of o priest soninst his wiil, and that,
it would not accept him o+ o passenver, unless he went
voluntarily. The up.hot was thar Father Jercer and Dr.
Herz were during last week seny hack to S8yvduey by the
Cowmonwealth  anthorities, who arve appareatly
themselves in an awkward dilomma.
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A erowded and enthusinslic mecting of cllizens was
held in the Cathedral Hatt on Friday nichi, March 12, {o
make arrangements for oa presentation 1o his Gracee the
Avclibishop of BMelbourne (the Most Rev. Dr. Mannix).
Mr. John Wren was voted to thoe chair.  In the eourse
of a fine tribute io Tis Grace. the chairinan said ihey
had assembled to give o tangible proof of their venera-
Ltion and esteem for one of the greatest men in the world to-
day, his Grace Archbishop Mannix. (Cheers.) D Mannix in
all his speeches had never said one word that could bear
tho interpretution of bigotry.  His taulé in the eyes of
some people was that e consistently and persistently stood
up for the freedom aund the liberty of his native land—
Ireland. He moved: ““That this meeling pledges itsstf
to raiso the sum of £50,000, in order 1o present a cheque
for that amount to Archbishop Mannix at the Txhibition
Building on St. Patrick's nighl.” Tt was desired that all
donations should be by cheque, murked ©Not negotiable,”
and that no money would be collected that night.  The
motion was carrvied by acclamation, awnd donations to the
amount of £23,383 were promised st the gathering, in-
cluding the following: —2Ar. J. Wren, £3000; Mr. T Cady,
£5000; Count T. O'Loughlin, K.C.5.G., £5000; Countess
O'Loughlin, £500; Messrs. J. J. Liston, R. Roborts, M.
Healy, and C. Frilay, £1060 eacl; Dr. J. Murphy, £ :
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Murphy, £1000. Tn acknowledging
a vote of thanks, moved by Mr. Liston, the chairman said
the mecting had cstablished a record. The procoedings,
which were characterised from start to finish by unpre-
cedented enthusiasm, were finalised hy a spirited singing
of “God Save Ireland.”” This remarkable nroof of a
people’s respect for one who has been the subjoct of vit-
riolie attacks from press, pulpit, and platform, has given
a blow to the Victorian bipots from which they will recl
for some time to come ({(says the Frecmean's JTouwrnal).
Money, they say, speaks, aud the princely gift 1o he made
to his Grace on St. Patrick’s Day in the presence of 30,000
people (a moderate estimate), at tho Exhibition, will put
the last nail in the coffin of the unholy alliance of 1Tnghrs-
cum-sectarianism.

Speaking at the annual Communion breakfast of ile
H.A.O.B. Seciety in the Cathedral Hall on Sunday, March
14, Dr. Mannix said that he was leaving on a visit to
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Rome and the Old Country on May 19, and as soon as
his business was done he would come back to Australia
by the first ship that sajled, Archhishop Mannix further
stated thatj he was as grateful to his friends as if he had
got the £50,000 they proposed to give him; but he could
not, consistently with the principles he held, accept their
marvellous generosity, and he would decline their generous
offer reselutely and absolutely. When he died as Arch-
]_usho_p of Melbourne, he hoped he would not ha\;c a penny
in his personal account. Archbishop Mannix has sent the
followl_ng letter to Mr. John Wren (chairman of the Pre-
sentation Committee):~“My dear Mr, Wren,—I wish to
convey to you, and through vor 4o those ass,ociat.ed with
you at.l]_ast mgI}t's meeting, ihe expression of my deep
and lasting gratitnde.  Your very generosity humbles me
and makes me wish that T had indeed been able to render
you some notable serviee. What you did at that meetin
and what you propese to do are the outcoma of the ung-
n‘vallvd generosity of my friends rather than the measurs
of any claim that I have upon them. ¥or I have been
repaicd a hundredfold for anvthing that I have done or
have tricd to do, either as an Archbishop or as g citizen
At all eveuts, T have made it a rule for myself not to
accept any such personal gift as wvou pmp(;se to offer
\\_lwn i ]oft Ireland seven years z-:.qn my friends thoré
fa_]lm‘l 1o induce me to depart from that sell-imposed rule
My friends Liere wil] therefore not misunderstand me whm;
I ask them to extend to me the same consideration for
my personal wish swhich I ciaimed in reland and 1o aban-
((r_:n this purpose of making me a pmsrmi-xtion a
kine. 1 am more grakeful than '
the risk of seenming ungracions
ask this added favoer of being
in a matter on which my
that vou will accopt and
Believe me, my  dear
Manwix.”

of any
words can tell, but at
and- unresponsive I must
: al]pwed Lo have my own way
mind is quite made up. I trust
convey oy heartfelt thanks.—-
Mr. Wren, sincerely  yours, * D,

NEW SOUTH WALES.
A great concourse of Irishmen
wathered at the Auxriculinral Grounds on Saturday {say.
the fathiolic Press of Marel 1% to witness the (Si‘; j?’asts
rick’s Day celebrations, 4 was one of the bi"ges}, érm?d-
o record, the attendanee beingr estimated ;t. beintr‘ i
least T iy oxcess of that of ihe previons demcmstm?ioi‘
.‘\'Il(l what a typically cnthusinstic Coltic’” gathering it w li
Nol the stightest hiteh oceurred at any time dlrl‘t‘l—].'l :ls
day Lo mar the pleasure and onjnymel;t of the occagsioxlle
All the arvangements worked with the precision of w ll.
oilod uehiners, and the spirit which animated thejL re£
gathering was cheeriness and optimism for the SIICCE'SS‘?I;?JI
consummation of Ireland’s destiny,  The special fealn
ol i}u_- demonstration was the oration by Mev. TFather ]'Il"e
A Pitagerald, O.F.M., in which he dealt, in an exceed.
gdy sble manner  with the Irigh questi,on. The thu :
derous applause which so frequently punctuited his g Ie:ll-
i address amply proved the intonse sympalhyv of c}?ver\:
tan, woman, and child in that mighty audience for the
eruse of Ireland. The eclebrations wore favored “:ith mag-
nificent weather. The sky remained unclouded duri‘nb
the whole of the dav, and a zentle sea hreeszo w--ftin§
over the grounds tempered the brilliant ravs of th; sun,
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which earlier in ihe day ALreatened to be rather wun-
pleasantly warm.

and Irish-Ausiralians

QUEENSLAND.

_Tlis Grace ile Archhishop of Brishane (Most Hev, Dr
l)nh{;_r)_ presided recently at the meeting of the Jh'ishané
Mluslr:nl Union.  Mis CGraee eniphasised the dc-sir;d:i]itv
of p(>pu]_m'|mn;,: music.  In Italy, he said, the Dest bands
in the eities played in the gardens cvery afternoon, People
eonull noet patronise such performances without learning
ty love pood music. One of the finest bands plaved ‘n
the wardens at Rome, and the same thing happeuned at
Milan. The Ilalians came to love X ] .
much music was played in public. It was a stranme thing
that one seldowi or never heard of bequests in Xustrn]ia
for the study of music, yet there were many people in
the Commonwealth whe were in g position to heln the
study of musie more than they did.  Me thought that f
music wax plaved more in the open the offect world he
to raise its staondard, and consennently to improve e
standard of public morality and clean living, ‘

It is much more easy to find an lhonest man or g
charitable maw than to find a man who will be your friend
Lvery true friend must be an honest mon,

/ . but every honest
man is not a’ friend.—Father Quadrupani.
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