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GARDENING NOTES

.

(By Mr. J. Joxce, Landscape Gardenef, Christchurch.)

WORK FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL.

The Kitchen Garden.—Every advantagq should he
taken of the present weather and soil conditions to kcep
the prowth of weeds in check; this is work that caunot
well be done when the soil is wet and cloggy, as it will
become withi the apprpach of the rainy seasom. Dig
manure into all vacant plots as opportunity offers, to
enable the soil to fully bLenefit wheu the winter rains set
in. Collect all garden refuse, dead leaves, cte., for the_
manure heap. Keep planting, if required, vegetables of
the cabbage variety—Lkale, savoys, ete.—to supply the
needs later on when garden produets are scanty. As the
cabhage fly is a2 great pest to this class of vegmetable, svr-
inging with a decoction of guassia chips will bhe f(m_ud
to he a good preventative. This is prepared by soaking
overnight a handful of the chips iu a gallon of wator,
and using next morving. I[ & considerable quantity is
needed, the chips may be hoiled with soft soan : 'IlhAr:i'
chips is sufficient for 10 gallons of water., Quassin chips
are supplied by scedsmoen, ]

The Tlower Garden.—XNow is a good time to pui i
cutiings of west bedding plants.  Geraniums will steike
freelv if placed in sandx soil with a laver of sand on wp.
planted in a suuny situation, and given a sprinkling of
water for a start. Verbenas require sandy soil; plant the
voung wood and keep shaded from 1he sun.  Heliotrope
needs much the same teeatment, and they mmst he pro-
tected from the sun. They should be planted in a green-
house or frame and shaded: a sheet of newsnaper abvswers
the latter purpose.  With vegard to fuschiss. the voung
woor which has not Aowered is the best to plant, followinse
the same treatment as appliad to the above-mentionml
plants. ANl show and favey pelarconivine should be ent
back. and after a while repetted faicly e, pressing the
sotl from around the sides of the pot. Plaue all sorrs of
huths, and sow sweet peas to bleom carly the next sensoen.
Lilies, espectally the lavee white litv. which reanire to
he lifted nwust be immediatels coplanied, Chrysantlhiomuins
in pots require econstant attertion: Heouid manure shoakd
he applied once a week 1o fertilise the exhausted soil.
When showing flower. smne of the buds should be ihinned
off te give the vemaining ones a chanee te exoand. T8
attacked by wmildew, dust with sulplinre.  Geraniums which
need lifting out of the parden must he ent hack, re-
potted, or stored in boxes for the winter.

The Truit Gavden.—Picking and storing frujt  will
just now bo the main ocenpation in the fruir carden. AN
fruit inteoded for keeping requires ta hie carofully hand-
picked.,  When ripe. it will coms off the braneh ensily,
and the stem should come off attached ta ihe Fruif.  Tofe
fruit may, with advantage, e allowed to remain on the
trees as long as possible,  Sfore fruit in » cool. airv room,
and carefully insnect to prevent any that may he decavin
from damaging the stock.

COLLECT OLD STAMPS.

The Rev. Charles Schoonjans, S.1., Colloge  Saipt-
Servais, Liége (Belgium), writes to us expressing thanks
to all co-operators in the matter of collecting old postave
stataps. He desires to call attention to fercign postaee
rates. In response to his appeal he has received auite a
namber of old stamps. The money derived from the sale
of these goos directly or indirectly to mood works-—orphan-
ages, asylums, or to the missionaries in foreign countrics.

FOR
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MOTOR TYRE REPAIRS

The Para Rubber Company Lfd.
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SONIA—THE WOMAN.

(By CucHULAIN.)
Two books of the hour are Senia and Sonia Mearried,

~both works of the able novelist Stephen Mackenna. Sonic

portrays the artificial upbringing of the girl; Sonia Mar-
ried tells the result. From a man’s point of view, the
books are first-rate modern novels; from a woman’s point
of view they are intensely disappointing. Why is this
so? Men are interested in .the politics, women “irr the
narrative of the books. Women feel that it is nnfair for
any novelist—especially one of ability—to hold up to:the
public gaze such a tvpe of womanheod as Sonia represents.
Perhaps it is hardly correct o say she is a type. Is she
not rather a unigue specimen? Most certainly there exists
in New Zealand no such class of ‘girl as Sonia. Of course,
1t must be admitted that there is a vast difference be.
tween the colonial and the Home girl.  What we have
seen i the form of recent imports makes us inelined to
agree with Pope cohcerning the women of his land ; —

HNothing so truo as what you once lot fall—
Most women have no charaeter at all——

Matter ton soft a lasting mark to bear,

And best distingunished by Bblack, brown, or fair.”

The Heome girl is polite—-and designing; the colonial wird
is bluut—and honest.  Girls of the Sonia type—inteuded,
we can but suppose, to be the author's representation
af the Tnglish seciety girl—seem to be strangely lacking
in that invaluable asset, common scuse. Not so the
codonial girl, Yeu will find that cevery girl in Now Zea-
lund has underneath the cerepe de Chine frills a stratum
of pood, practieal common sense. No doult this is a
gift hegueathed to her by her pioneer parcents or grand-
parents. -

To return to Sowio. It is to be hoped that neither
of Srephen Mackenna’s hooks heeomes n classie, for wounld
it not be grossly wnfair were Sonia to be handed down
to furtnre, generations as the woman of the great war
period, the dayvs, the yvears when so many hundreds of
women did work almost as bhrave and uneoble as that of
lhe poor suffering soldier in the trenches? Sonia is a
triie daughter of Eve: most women, let us hope, arve
danghters of Mary.  Therefore, like her notoricus great-

- grandmother. Sonia is the canse of endless maseuline con-

sternation.  ui se cessemble g'assemble. Curtously enough
Sounia herself knows and savs that all women detest her.
But the men! They fall over ane another in their eager-
ness tooattend her. Fven one of the few men who dislike
Lhero in order to soothe her, philanthropicalls kisses her.
Shu s vory pretty,

(i se ressembie STessembie. The author hrings most
of Iiis men to the lovel of this foolish. capricious, fickle,
cruel wivl. Trae. slus does war-work when all clse fails
hor, It whx®  Simpiy to please Lerself,  Were Stephen
Mackenna to write a third velume, he would cither have
to deseribe (VRane's utter estraneement from bis shallow
wife, ov ¢lse put « halo round lhis head. O Rane lins the
soul of a giank pueet: Senin. that of a tinselled deil. Tt
i a most pitifal thing to see a wond man tolevating his
wite, awd in osnel an uneven marriage as that of David
aad Sonia pothing bat toleration could keen the seales
stesidy. There arve, it would seom. ithres kinds of love:
first, sensual Inve: secoudly, love of the soul: lastly, For
the much-favored few, complete fove, love of bodvy and
soul.  Tow eould a grand soul like David (C’Rane's be
satisfied with the poor, miserable soul of his wife, Sounia?

N.Z. CATHOLIC FEDERATION,

A meeting of the Dominion Executive of the Catholic
Federation was held at the Fedoration Chambers, Welling-
ton. on Saturdey, March 20, the Very Rev. Father O’Con-
nell, SOML, presiding.  His Grace Archbishop O’Shea was
present, alzo the following members: Major Halpin (Wel-
lingtond, Mr. T, J. Doolan (Christchurcl), Mr. W, F.
Johnsan (Dunedin), and Mr. P, . Hoskins (treasurer).

Tt was resolved to lield the annual meeting of the
Dominion Couneil at Auckland on Wednesday, August 25.

Tlis (race the Arebbishop annonnced that he had
sppoimted the Very Rev. Dean McKenna te be his ro-.
presontative upon the cxecutive. )

The dissemioation of Catholic literature came up for
discussion., and it was decided to cireularise all diocesan
couneils regarding this matter, asking that 'parish com-
mittees be reguested to ec-operate with the St. Vincent
do Paul societies.

Several applieations for the office of general secretary
were received, and after consideration Mr. J. A. Carmine, -
formerly of Westport, was appointed to the position.

CATHOLIC GIRLS HOSTEL

‘An Up-to-date Hostel of 23 rooms;

245 CASHEL STREET, CHRISTCHURCH.
—— Telephons 3477. — :

large sun balcony, etc.; situated in spacious grounds in the heart of the

city. A ‘‘Home away from homse' for girls visiting Christchurch, Mo= ~~-tjculars apply THE MATRON.




