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[We do not kold ourselves responsibie{ for opinions
expressed by our correspondents.]

IRISH SELF-DETERMINATION
- To rae Eprror.

Sir,—In your latest issuc there is an editorial on the
above subject, which, to many, appears to have an un-
necessarily pessimistic ring about it. It may be that
your reminder was opportune, for we cannot forget that
you saved Duncdin [rishmen from the disgrace of ignoring
the historic Counvention of the 1rish Race at Melbourno
in November last. Dut vou undervalue the sterling and
practical patriotism of New Zealand’s Irish as a whole
by your jeremiad last wecok.

No doubt it is intended to get a move on after Master
and start the fund, wherever it is not yet initiated. What
more appropriate day could be selected for the purpose?
Easter Monday will live long in the memories of the Irish
race as the day of Irelend’s resurrcetion. In America and
Australin, as well as at MHome, it is eommemorated by
memorial services for the eterpal welfare of the men who
died for Iveland. [ know of at least one genuine patriot
pricst in the North Island who every day makes com-
memaration at the altar for the Waster martyrs.

New Zealand will not allow the well-earned reputation
for wenerosity te Ireland, which she earncd in tha past,
to be frittered awax by any paltry considerations or mis-
understandings.  You, sir. were not here in the past,
when New Zealand Trishmen were showing the mettle of
which thex were made,  Had woun, for example, been in
Dunedin when the centenary of nety-Eight was being
celohrated, you would hiave been thrilled Ly the enthusiasm
put into that movement by the late Father John O'Don-
neil and the present revered Bishop of Auckland.  The
celebration necessituted opening uwp old sores as well as
reviving ulorivus recollections. It was sad to refleet on
Wexford's srorin bishop af that time, whose contribution
to Ireland's strugele consisted of firing impotent “suspen-
sions after the patriotic Wesford priests, who were lead-
ing their down-trodden people to victory or death.

No one hesitated in the work of the centenary,  The
same spirvit ix stil iv New Zealand, and priests and people
wHl combine to make 0 success—and an immense sueepss—
af the effort o help Treland. Undoubtedly it will he the
last eall on the children of 8o Patrick, for the end of
the long strugele for justice and froodem is in sight. 1t
would, no doubt, he very desirable to have the funds ready
to Land to Archbishop Maonix when he ealls at Auckland
in a month’s time on lis way to America and Troland.
But hurry is no€ cssemvial: it s of importance to make a
complete suceess of it. 10 T were a betting man 1 swoukd
Cnot mind giving von odds that New Zealand's contribu-
tion to Treland's last appeal will easily top the score.—
T am, ete.,

THE

FUND.

Javirs O'NEILL.
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Watkiwi, Marel 2%,
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(From our travelling reporter.)
. March 24.

A meeting was el o St Patriek’s Sehoolroom on
Sunday evening, Mareh T4, with the objeet of forming u
Catholic Social Club. Reve Father Seward presided, and
thore swas a1 good aiteudance ol senior and junior intend-
ing members. Much enthusiasne was shown in the pro-
ceedings, and cventually acset of rules and regolations for
the conduct of 1he projected elub was framed, With
Father Seward as chaplain, it was decided to appoint an
executive commiltee of five.,  Miss Madge Keorridge was
alected hon. sccretary and Mrs. Currie treasurer; the other
office-hearcers to he ciccled ot the next moeeting,

Tt is intended o exwend ihe prvileges of the eluly to
all Catholics visiting the distriet, nominating them as free

members during their stav,  The formation of such an
institution s recognised as supplying & long-felt, want,
and good results are anticipated.

The members of the Catholic congregation, together

with the children attending the convent day scheol, cele-
brated St. Patrick’s, Tday hy holding their annual pienie.
Thev crossed the harbor i Taunches, and landed at French
F:n"m, where the day was spent in Mr. Brn(_:heric’s groul}ds.
Sports, games, nud othoer un]usnmm'ﬁas, with a bountiful
supply of vefreshments at suitable intervals, enabled the
party, old and young, to pul in a very pleasant time. Be-
fore leaving, hearty cheeors were given for Mr. Brocherie
for his hospitality.
#

_ NEW ZEALAND TABLET

The ladies of the parish are industriously preparing for

a sale of work, the proceeds of which arc intended to awg-

ment the fund for the renovation of the presbytery. An

g,rt. union for the samo purpose will he held at a later
ate.

I wish to j:ake this opportunity to thank Rev. Father
Seward for his kind assistance during my stay in his
parish.

Oamaru

(From our own correspondent.)
March 28.

A most suecessful concert was held in the Opera Flouse
on thq eve of St. Patrick's Day.  'Fhis coneert is now
recoguised as one of the musical treats of the year here,
and this time it was well up to its usual high standard.
Father O'Cannell, the sole organiser, has every reason to
be liighly pleased with this vear's per‘form:\nco; which was
:1.!1!1.:_:0 success from both the artistic and menctary points
of view. -

On the Sanday prior to St. Patrick's Day the members
of the Hibernian Seciely approached the Holy Table in a

- Their -« hav ;
body, _ Their numhm‘s have heen greatly augmented sineo
the mission, and a fine body of men was present on this
occasion,

The hays of St. Thomas's Academy had their
onting to Teschemakers on March 17,
an annual treat with the hoys, and is eagerly looked fore
ward to hy them. This vear the day was a gloricus one,
and the hoys had a most enjoyahle time.

usual
This has Dhecome

Gishorne

(From our own correspondent.)
. . ) _ March 24.
The Gisborne celebrations of St Patrick's Day were
most enjovable, A seheol children's pienic was held at
llr". Con Neenan’s beautitul place at Ormond, where the
children had o glovious time,  The members of the school
committee, and a parochial eommitton, presided over by
Rev, Father Brady, had control of the picoie arrange-
menta,

_ At a meiing on Sundavy 1o make arrangements for
Lthe sehiool socinl on Faster Monday, Rev. Father Lano

thanked those wh had, unoder Father Brudy's direction,
made the St. Patrick's Dav celebration s0 sueeessful,

On St. Patrick's Nicht an enjovable conceert was given

in HLL Theatre.  The Frish sones and dances, also the
mstrumental items, were greatly apprecinted by o large
awdienee,

Hokitika

(From our own cerrespondent.)
March 29,

Ou &r. Patrick’™s eve, the annua) Trish national concert
was held in the Priveess Theatve, which was packed by an
enthusiastie audience who Tully appreciated oVery  rgem.
The YVery Rev. Dean Tobman thanked the andicnce for
their attendance, and spoke an the beautios of Irish song
and poetry, The prowmoeters have cvery reason to ho proud
of the result of their efforts, and are to hoe congratulated
on the general high standard of excollence,

On the evening of the 22nd the parishioners met in the
club roons to elect a connnitiee for the coming bazaar,
and ulso to decide upon the dates on which it should he
held. Mr, Jeffries was voted to the chair, and the busi-
ness of the eovening was quickly dispateheld.  Mesdames
McCarthy and Hecuan were olocted int seeretaries, and
strong eommittees were also appointed to ensure the suc-
cess of the hazaar. Tt was decided to hold the bazaar on
the cvenings of the 3rd, 4th, and S5th of Jumne.

An ordinary mecting of the local branch of the Hiher-

nian Seciety was held in the ¢lub ronms-on the 26th. Bro.
W. Jones (president) ‘presided over a good attendance.

The Very Rev. Dean Tubman was also preseni.  After the
husiness of the mecting had heen disposed of five new mem=
hers were initiated into the society by the president.  Dur-
ing the evening the seeretary (Mre, . P, Ward) welcomed
the new membhers and also the Very Rev. Dean Tubman,
the new patron and spiritual advizer of the branch. Bros.
Daly and Brennan, of the Grevmwouth branel, gave soms
useful advice and stronply advocated that all the young
men of the parish should join the societs.

Waord was received during the wook hy one of the
parishioners that Tather Clancy had armived safely  in
Australia. We wish him a very pleasant sojourn in that
fand,



