TRUREDAY, APRIL 1, 1920.

NEW ZEALAND -TABLET

After Vespers the District President (Bro. Kelly),
who had just arrived from Auckland, was welcomed in
the Hibernian Hall by the president (Bro. O'Rourke), in
the presence of a large gathering of members.

On St. Patrick’s Day there was Solemn High Mass
at the Cathedral. Rev. Father W. Q'Sullivan was cele-
brant, Father Andersen deacon, and PFather Long sub-
deacon. There was a large congregation, and, as at the
earlier Masses, many approsched the Holy Table. In the
afternoon the Convent School pupils were taken by their
teachers (the Sisters of the Missions) for an outing to
the various scaside resorts, and Rev. »Brother [’hetau,
with a large party of altur boys, mado an excursion to
Mt., Pleasant, and home via Lyttelton.

IRISH NATIONAL CONCERT.

The day set apart for celebrating tho festival of Ire-
land’s patron saint was warked in Clristchurch by a
national conecert. What the oceasion lacked in the way of
multitudinous recoguition was amply compensated for by
the entbusiasm with which the programme presented in
the Theatre Roval was received, by an audience that
packed the building. Thase responsible for the organisa-
tion had prepared a serics ol itews truly national in char-
acter and presented by performers whe knew their husi-
ness.  The Mayvor, accompanicd by Mrs. Thacker, and his
Lordship Bishop Brodie arrived punctually at cight o'clock
and, after the Tramways Brass Band had played a selee-
tion of Irish airs, the propramme proper was entered upon.
Every item was doubly encored.  Miss Mary O Connor s
a soprana who sings simple songs inoa simple way, and,
after all. that is how such zongs should be sung. Hoer
voice 15 of pleasing quality and her intonation is perfeet.
Miss Kathleen Garven was well reecived, and her rich
contralto was heard o advantzee in the Hve numbers
whick comprised her eontribution to te programme, Other
well-known performers in the persons of Mossese Pacgubar
Young, J. H. Cocks. aud J. W, Trewern contributed 1o
the general sneeess of the evening Variety was fenl by
a recitation hy Miss WKathloen (VConnor, a piano solo hy
Miss Mina Ward, and an exhibition of physical drill by

bovs from Nazareth House, Meo P Jones was suecossinl
in several conteriainine items,  During the interval A
W. E. Simes conducted an suction of a hasket of sham-

rocks from freland, the procecds of which (£137) will he
devoted to the [urnishing of the wew Nazareth Home for
bovs at Middleton. The net procecds of the concert. alsol
wilt be applied to the same object.

LEESTON.

The annual picnic of the Leceston Catholie day schosl
took place ou Si. Patvick’™s Duay al the Bllosmere Domain,
A warm summer's day favored the gathering, and a most
enjoyable time wax spent {(says the Blleswoere Guordien).
The ehildren were aceanmpaniod by w laege pumber of
parents and other fricmds from the different paris of the
parish.  The pienickers went oue to the dowmain duringe
the morning and the greater part of the day was spent
in going through a lengthy programme of sports events.
in which a great deal of interest was centred. Liheral

prizes were given, and the events were all contesicd very
keenly, A strong committee supervised the events, which
were ot off briskly, thanks bogely to the work of Mr,

W, O Boyle, who acted as hell steward,  The parish priest,
the Rev, Father Creed. was also o promivent member ol
the sports conmitsee atal ovineed a lively interest i the

day’s programme, The other officials were:—Starter:
M. Martin Slavtors o judies . 3 o Twisss ML Twiss
and V. A, DBendall: handivappers: ey, Fatlwer Creed
and Messrs, J. MeCartin wnd 1L GO Power. 3, Bendall
made a flirst-rafe seorctory. Liberal provision in the
matler of refrestunents was ede by the Tadies, wha ox-
wended  sreat kindness Lo visitors.,  The Tllesmere Pipe

Band attended the pienic and contributed in a very larvue
measure to the enjorment of ile outing.  Favorable com-
ments upon Lhe progress made by the hand were Ill-:\l‘fl
on all sides, and Lhe leader ¢(Mreo 190 Marshuadl) was compli-
mentod by many  of those who  attended  the  pienie.
Amongst the visitors was the Rev, Faiher Leen, of Lin-
coln.  An interesting event of the day was the tug of war,
married v. single, 13 moen aside. The single men won the
first pull, the married men the second. and the single
men the third. There was very little to choose hetween
the teams, the final pull heing a very hard battle.

The celebrations were continued at night, when a
conaeet was hetd in the Leeslon Town Hall. The interior
of the hall hiad been tastefully and suitably  decorated,
and a full honse grosted the concert party from Christ-
ehureh, the members of which received an exeellent hear-
ing.  The programme was lengthy and varied, and a ,r_r.qml
pumber of cneores were given.  Mes, Daxter opomjd with
a piunoforte solo and Mr, Woodliam followed with ihe

songs “River Shannon’’ and “Colleen Bawn.” The same
performer contributed two other songs later in the even-
ing. ';\fliss N. Baxter, a clever girl dancer, gave an Irish
Hg, sailor’s hornpipe, and Highland fling in good style.
Mrs. ¥Ford sang **Come Back to Erin,” 1 Know a Lovely
Garden,” and “The Last Rose of Summer.”” Mr. Mecl'ar-
lane was very entertainiug avith his humorous items, and
his clog dancing was decidedly pood. Mrs. Baxter sanyg
with good effect “Mickey,”” “Killarney,”” and “0ld Brin,
the Shamrock and You.” Miss M. Baxter, a youthful
performer, sang “Little Drop of drish Blood”” and My,
3. Jameson gave lLumorcus songs in  character. Mr.
Iisher's contributions to the programme included *Mo-
ther Machree”” and A Nation Once Again.”  Mr. Wil-
liams-Wood proved himself to be n ventriloguist abeve
the average, and lLis turn created much ammusement. Wel-
come additions to the programme were iwo reecitations
given by Mr. P. J. Feeleton, At the conclusion the per-
forimers weve thanked Ly Mr. J. P0 MceEvedy, who also
conveyed the thanks of the sports committee and eoncert
committee to the Ellesmere Pipe Band for its services
both during the day and again before the concert.  The
ladies dispensed supper at a soclal which Followed, Mrs.

Baxter, Mr. Mercer, and oihers providing tie an
Altegether the St. PPatrick’™s Day holiday  passed  very
pleasantiy.
HAMILTVON,
That the holding of an Irish national coneer$s  ap-
pealed to many as o fitting conclision to St Patrick’s

Day wuas evidenced on Maveh 17, when the Fown Hall,
Hamilton, was crowded, and mony  people had to ke
turned away owing te the lack of accovnnodation. A very
enjovable progeamme was presented, and the songs and
danees of Erin aroused the andienee 1o enthusiasm.  The
convent pupits o their drill-danee, =lloops,” went through
a number of evolutions with grace and preeision, and also
sang  the chiorus Ol EKrin, My Coonutry,”  with  amueh
sueeess,  Miss Cora Melvin’s sweer and enltured  soprane
was  heard o the Tullest advantace 1o - Wilarney™ and
“The Last Rose of  Sunnner.”  wmd she was warmly  re-
called, Mr. ). Lonerpgan guickiy beeasse o Faverite with
the audience, the effectivencss ol Tits fine voice boing fully
displayed in The Wearin® o the Green,” ©OI0 to Phila-
delphia,™ and other nwmbers,  AMes. ¥ Kyne sang ~Come
Back to ¥rin™ and ~Where the River Shannen Flows,”
and Miss T Murphy, ©A Cotrage o God's Garden,” hoth
heing eneored. Mo HB. Blackic was heard in s hamorous
number, Mr. Bo P Donnelly in 2 An Ireishman's Dream,™
Mo o de Silva in oo orecitation, and Mo 3 Brannette
in two wellplayed  elarinet  selecrions. The national
dances were 1 popular feature of 1he programme. Miss
Gludys Denz giving an Erish jic. the Misses Pechles an
Irish danee, 3. M. Flalerow o jig. and Mreo 7. Budpge
n clog dance and the sailor’s hortipipe,  Fhe latter proved
himself an exceptionadly walentd performer. Messrs. J.
H. Chttos and Wxynyard played the pianeforie accompani-
wents very  syvmpathetically, and M. AL Dickson  acted
as piper for the danees.  An cijovahle coneert elosed with
the singing of “CGod Save Treland.”

WANTEDS

WANTED HOUSEREEPER for Christinn Brolhers, Dun-
edin,  Apply immediately
BROTHER SUPERIOR,
Smith St., Dunedin.

WANTED kind Catholie lady te adopt healthy BOY, three
years old: good parentage: premium.  Yorward re-
plies to “K.F.B.,” fablet Office.

VACANCY TOR A MAXN on a poultry Farin: ocne landy
with tools preferred; suit veturned soldier.
J. HTOWARD,
Windsor, via Qamaru.

WANTED for Catholic family, Napicr, GOOD GRNERAL;
comfortable home for suitable wood
references  necessary.  Apply—

PITR.,
Box 120, Napier.

WO ; WAaEes;

or «Tablet Office, Duncedin,

WANTED TFLDERLY CATHOLIC 1.ADY as NOUSE-
KEEPER for five {3 working men; wirl to assist.
Apply—

SHOMBLY,”
Pablet Office.



