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HIBERNIAN SOCIETY, DUNEDIN

WELCOME TO DISTRICT PRESIDENT,

At a representative gathering of the members of St.
Joseph’s and St. Patrick’s branches of the Hibernmian So-
ciety, Dunedin, held in St. Joseph’s Hall on Monday
evening, Bro. T. Kelly, District President, of Auckland,
who was just completing a visit to the South Island, was
tendered a very cordial reception. Bro. W. Carr, presi-
dent of 8. Joseph’s branch, presided, and in welcoming
the Distriet President to Dunedin, said that unlike othor
officers of the society it had not yet been his experience to
attend any of the important meetings and thus meet the
executive officers. In this conneetion, however, two of
the local brothers had for many vears past aitended such
meetings and accomplished successful work. It was his
(the speaker’s) pleasant duty that night, on behalf of the
local brothers, to offer a sincere fraternal welcome to Bro.
Kelly, the chief exceutive officer of the society in New
Zealand. The members of the executive in Auckland were
acknowledged to he true Hibernians and true Irishmen,
bearers of important offices who deserved credit for the
magnificent way they had managed the affairs of the
society and kept the lravelies together. He would ask
Bro. Kelly to assure the executive that Hiberniauism was
not by any means dormant in Dunedin, and to acquaint his
fellow-officers of the fact that the members of ihe socioty
here wera toyval to them.

Bro. 0'Connor, secretary of St. Joseph’s brauch, said
he desired to join with the president in extending a hearty
welcome to Bro. Kelly. Althouch at one timo favorable
to the propesition of removing the Distriet Executive Lo
Wellington so as to centralise the affairs of the sociely,
he had now chanyged his opinion in this regard. and would
not now favor such a move. The executive at Auckland
had guarded the interests of the socicty well, and to his
mind little ov no fault could he found with its adminis-
tration. He was not sufiiciently conversant with the sue-
gestion to substitute distvict viee-presidents for district
deputics, but he would take the opportunity of placineg on
record the fact that their local district deputy, who lad
held office for many years, had dene, and was dotng, his
duty well and conseientiously.  More froguent visits of
the executive officers were, i his opinion, desirable, as
were also the more importaut gencral meetings heing held
at centres more accessible to the average member, where
an interchange of views would prove heneficial. Hae Lioped
(he said in conclusion) that the visit of the disiriet pre-
stdent to Dunedin would preve enjovable,

Bro. Leo Marlow, president of St Pairick's Branch,
tendered a heariy welcome on behalf ol his members Lo
Bro. Kelly. The South Dunedin hrauch had been formed
since the previous visit of execcutive officers, and he hoped
such visits would be more frequent in future, as they were
conducive to the solidifying of hranches and to the exton-
sion of the socicty.

Bro. J. F. Marlow. District Deputy [or Glago and
Southland, in adding a few words of wolcome to the siest
of the evening, spoke interestingly of Wibernian affairs.
He had, during his period of office, assisted at the aPehi-
ing of more than halt of the existing hranches in the
district, including the re-establishment of the branch at
Invercargiil. Jt wasx now abont fwenty vears since Dun-
edin had been favored by a visit of excentive officers, Sueh
vigits he thourht should be wore frequent, as they would
do much to improve the standine of the socicty.  Under
existing conditions the only opportunity branches had of
properly diseussing malters was at triennial meedlings,
He certainly favored the idea of holding annual or {ri-

ennial mectings at some  ceontral place, and hoped the
district exceutive would cndeavor to bring ihis about.

The war had heen a serious handicap to theirs, in comman
with all other socictics, aud bhranches were preatly  in-
debted to the district exceutive for fooking after and
managing the affairs of Lrothers on active service. Fvery
effort should be made to corel our Catholic Young men in
their own seciety, wnd for this purpose no imporiant meet-
ing, whether annual o triennial, must bo allowed to Iapse
or be deferred.  We must he alive to our own jntorests
and to thase of our voung me, to prevent so  many
drifting inte other friendly socictics:

Bra. Kellv very sincerely thanked the Hibernians of
Duuedin for the warm weleame extended to him. whieh he
toak as a comnliment 1o bix Tellow-officers -of bhe exeen-
tive. It was (he said) particelariv  gratifyving 4o hear
expressed such a favorable oninion of the excenlive, They
were doing cverythiug possible in regard to the socicty's
finances. The funds wore all soundly invested, and steadily
advancing, and if the executive officers were left alone
to carry on in the future as in the past the prospertty

of the society would increase. 1t was understood a tri-
ennial meeting would be held next year at Christchurch,
and this would meet the wishes of the South Island bran-
ches. He invited suggestions to be considered at that
meeting, where all matters would be given full discussion.
He deeply appreciated the action of the Dunedin Hiber-
nians in determining to support the retention of the
executive at Auckland. The idea of substituting district
vice-president for district deputies in the fonr centres
would, if adopted, give power to such officials o report
direct to the executive as they would have seats on the
board. As an indication of the satisfaction felt in the
existing conditions in connection with the society no re-
sponse was made to Bro. Kelly’s invitation to put for-
ward questions. Incidentally Bro. Kelly referred to the
delegation of two of the executive officers to the recent
Irish Race Convention at Melbourne, the reeeption accor-
ded them there, and to their privilege of mecting  his
Grace Archhishop Mannix. ‘

The Very Rev. Father Coffey, Adm. (branch chap-
lain), later attended the gathering and jeined in the wel-
come to Bro. Kelly.

DFATH OF SISTER M. REGIS WARD
BLENHEIM.

Sister M .Regis, whose death ocenrred at %6, . useph's
Convent, Blenheim, on March 18, was born at Foxly Ifara,
Shropshire, England, in June, 1846. She was the daugh-
ter of the late Mrs, C. L. Ward, one of the pioncers of
Marlborough, and & cousin of his Grace Archbishop Red-
wood,  On ecompleting lier edueation,, which she received
from the Loreto Nuns at the Bar Convent, St. Mary's,
York, she came to New Zealand with her eldest brother,
My, Joseph Ward, and the Hailes family of Kaikoura,
the late drs. Hailes being her aunt. She eame on to
Marlborough, and spent some time in attendance on ler
tnrvalid mother until 1875, when she entered the Convent
of Merey, St. Mary's, Wellington, where she labhored dur-
ing ihe long years in the interests of the little ones so
dear to the Sacred Heart, to which, like tlie Loved Dis-
ciple, she ever clung.  She hore ler last illness as well as
those hidden sorrows and trials of which life is tull, with
hernie patience and fortitude, for, like all noble souls,
sho had well learnt the sceret of suffering and never for-
ot the divine beatitude *Blessed are they that mourn.’”
Sho earried the cross laikl on her by the Great Master
faithfully to the end.  She will he much missed hy {he
wembers of her community, o whom her kind, amiabio
disposition vendered her dear.  May she rest in peace.

Her funeral teok place on Saturday, the 20th wnlt.
The Solemn Reguiem Mass was celebrated by the Rev.
IFather Henry, SAL, the incidental music heing rendered
by the Very Rev. Dean Helley, 8.3, Provioecial, assisted
by the loeal elergy and male members of $t. Mary's Choir.
An appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. iather
(’Reilly, S.M., who also officiated at the graveside.—
R.I.P.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

| —

Owing to the uncertainty of future supplies of
paper, it Is necessary that stringent steps be taken
to conserve every sheet, consequeutly we are compelled
to notily ail booked subscribers that their copies must
cease unless accounts are paid up and they hecome
advance subscribers immediately.

The increass in the cost of paper also makes it
imperative that all subscriptions be paid in advance,
thus enabling the paper to be published at the present
subscription.

We do not wish to offend old subseribers, but it
will be seen by the above that only by advance sub-
sciptions can we be sure that subscribers really want
the paper to be sent. In some cases we find booked
subscribers repudiating the crdering of the paper after
it has been going to them for some time. The above
course obviates this and gives us exactly the circulation
wo liave to provide for.

Thanking you for past favors,

By order of the Toard,

Toe MaNAGER.




