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Tt is the greatest proof of God's love for us, and it is
" the greatest bond of love between us and Him and
with one another.

The Last Testament

When He Who had taught the apostles to love
Him and to despise the world came to take leave of
them a great sadness came upon [Tim. His Public
Life was drawing to an end, and only the last greab
scens of the divine tragedy remalned now. IHe 'ha‘d
one final word for them: He did not speak it until
Judas had gone out. - Me had washed their feet; He
had warned the traitor in vain: [le had given them
the Blessed Bucharist. It was the soletnnest moment
in His Life. When e spoke now, emotion and ten-
derness made Ilis words vibrant. All that had gone
before prepared the apostles to receive Ilis message.
1t was this:

“Y give you a new commandment: that you shonld
love one ancther as T have loved vou:

“By this sign shall it be known that you are My
diseiples, that yon have leve, one for aunother.”’

The Sacrament of Iove was in their souls whan
le spoke.  They knew the Jove [le spoke of---the love
that i inspived by the Holy =pivit, that has ils origin
in grace, {hat kuows no distinction el race or age or
sox. but regards all mankind as ons great lamily for
the satvation of which Ile came to die upon the Cross.
Wherg is that love found to-dav? Wheve it is, there
Ile is: wlhere it ix uot, 1le = net. For it alone is the
st by which e will recognise [T owa,

The Cross

The death of the cross was unkunown o the Jew-
ish law, except that in the caz+ ol veoat crnminaks lhvlir
dead bodies were exposed oo o g The Jews did
nol crucify. Amonest the B the  Persians,
the Phenteinns, and the Boma
tized, but the lattvr cructtied o aves, vebels) and
great crimuals, The Rewnn G ovevsors in the pro-
vinees practized crucifixion. and i Hyveie and Judea
they had put to death in ths wae many Jews  The
Jews hated the cross. and death Ly crucifixion had
beconte for them a =yvmbol of shame and iznoniny. I
was & cruel death.  The sulferer huug in agony a long
time—even a day or move—-with his body tern and
strained, and the blood fowing {rem the holes in the
hands and feet, devoured by thirst and consumed v
fever. No crueller torture could be lmagined. Yet,
it was this death the Jews demanded for Christ, at
the instigation of the 1ligh Priests and TPharisecs.
Inspived by diabolical hatred. thev cried oul:

Crweify Heom! Crwcify Him!

Ty

rivifiion was prac-

The Women of Jerusalem

Wlhen making the Stations of the Cross, we have
often thought of the significance of the representation
of that meeting with the wonien of Jerusalem who
wept with pity at seeing the Saviour pass through the
slreets under the heavy cros=. ““Danghters of Jerusa-
lem, weep not for Me. Weep for yourselves and for
your children! Behold, the days will come when it
will be satd: Dlessed are the barrven, and the wombs
that have not borne and the breasts that have not
suckled. Then they will cry out lo the mountains:
Fall upon us! and to the hills: Hide us.”” Tt is a ter-
rible word. Bruised and bieeding, Ie forgets Iiis
own suffering in the foreknowledge He has of the cal-
amities to come upon this people now persecuting 1Tim.
1f He, the innocent, accused by false witnesses, suffers
thus, what will be the fate of the guilty, criminal
people who have turned their backs on God aund put
His Son to death? He looks into the future and Ile
sees whal the vengeance of God has in store for them ;
and, in Ilis pity for the weeping women, He forgets
for the moment lis own sorrow and pain. That word
of His, spoken on the street, had its complement a
few hours later when He said again: “Father, for-
give them, for they know not what they do.”

cmelodios will he presented by the Glee Club,  New

Sin and Ignerance

Sin and ignorance keep men away from God.
There are those that sin against the Holy Ghost, know-
ing what they do, but the majority sin because they
are ignorant. Woe to them that keep them ignorant!
Tt was for the blind guides and deceivers of the people
that the ouly harsh word e ever spoke was meant.
Merciful to Magdalene, He was stern and hard to-
wards the hypocrites and the political leaders who kept
the people in darkness and blinded them against the
Truth. The hypocrites and the politicians are the same
to-day as they were in Tlis day. Tt is a terrible thought
that e never prayed for them; for they know what
they do. But for the weak and the ignorant and the
tempted e was merciful always, To-day, as on that
day when the politicians had their hour and the powers
of darkness seemed to triumph, the weak and the ig-
norant will find His arms open to receive them-—as
wide as they were on the Cross. 1t was for them e
prayed and for them He died: and in the Cross they
have His pledge of mercy and pardon. Father, for-
give them! That prayer covers us with a mantle of
merey and gives us hope, no matier how low we have
Fallen.  We have only 1o get rid of our inorance and
to come to konow Tty and love IHim, and He will save
us as Ile saved the thief who died by 1lis side after

hearing the promize: “This day thou shalt be with Me
m Parvadise.”

DICCESE OF DUNEDIN

Mro Thomas Kelly, district prosident of the HOA T,
Saciety in New Zealand, lefs hy the sccond oxXpress train
for the north on Tuesday morning, aftor completing a
taur of the Soutl Island. -

The anvual mecting of 1he Chiristinn
cigtion Foothall Club was held on
with an atiendance of over 60
ternhers,

Brothers' Asso-
Tnst Thursday evenlng,
. ] members and  intending
_ We are obliped, however, to Lold over g tle-
tailedd veport of the weeling till next 1s5ue,
) Tie art unima_ i_n connection with the recent carnival
nroaid of the Christian Brothers' residence building fund
n-rll_lu- drawn ag 84 Jdoseph’s Hall on Saturday (:.'oninw,
_\_v,)rrl 10, The coronation ceremony relative to 1he na?i
vival quecn campetition will take place in AMay, at a date
yeb to be arranged, ”
] The Marist Missionary  Mathers will commence their
mis<siens in Dunedin and  suburbs on noxt Wednesdar
when their attention will be dovoted to the ehildren. (51;
the Sunday following (Low Sundax)  missions  for adulty
will he commonced al St Joseph's Cathedral and the other
clmrehes of Lhe eitr.
The Christian Brothers’ School A cericket team suc-
ceeded  in winaing  the seceondary  selioolg? CUD,  going
througl: the season undefeated.  Flie most (:nnsiétrmthp(-:
Formers iu hatving aal howling during the year were
Wynne (coptain), H. Baker, aud M, Crowley. T. MeCar-
fen wave a line display of batting aeainst Hiuh School D
in the final mately, which the Brothers won Dy an inni
and six runs.

Thoe members of S, Joseph's Glee Cluh, under the
conductarship of My, T. ). Anthony. have resumed weekly
relearsals preparatory to the Thomas Moore fostival om
May 23, when a very complote progriomme of  Moore’s

mem-
hers are cordially invited 1o join the club, the promolers
of which hope te rival, if net excel, the successes achievod
in the past.

1S

In the scuior grade erickoet competition on Saturday
Christian Brothers hroucht the seasen to a close by com-
fortably defeating Mornington, last vear’s chanmit;ns, the
seores  being ;. Christian Brothers 164, Mornington 45,
Bowling for the Brothers, Casey seeured five for 24 and
Bond two for 18, . Higsins 63 (including three sixes and
siv fours), Bond 25, Casey 24, McCarton 16, Tarleton 10,
and Haxves 10 batted well for the winnoers.

HELD OVER.

.0\\’i|1g_ to oxtrerr_m Pressure oll our space, we are
ohliged to hold over till next week a considerable amount
of dincesan news and other® matter. ' .
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