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OUR SAINT AND HERO

AND ANOTHER

(By T. P. Cumming.}
I tell o tale and no. lying. tale, with mine own gyes
it was clear to me, with mine own ears [ myself heard it,
The thing I speak I speak aloud. -

There are few rccords in the wide range of history,
sacred and profane, that command such attention and
have evoked more inquiry and contention as the Hfe and
labors of the apoestle of the Irish nation. TIr the realm of
Irish history, I venture to assert, he is the outstanding

figure, by reason of his personality, mentality, and
genius. ‘The marks he impressed wpon his adopted race,
through his missionary labors and the revision of the

Brehon Laws, have made Catholicity in Ireland not vnly a
spiritual but an intrinsic national asset. His mission and
successes flame into a voleanic awesomeness not surpassed
by the acts of the chosen Twelve, and resembling in many
respects thoe wonderful works of Christ, his Lord and
Master, Who indeed promised as much, did He nat, when
He gaid at the Last Supper, ‘. . he that helioveth
in AMe, the works that T do, he also shall do, and greater
thann theso shall he do.”’

In the history of civilisation, which, when carelully
analysed, is in great part the history of God's Church,
Patrick fills a niche beside which the shrines of Constan-
tine and Charlemagne loom mnot more glorious.  He was
the Moses of the West, the servant of God, and the Thau-
maturgus of the Gael. Feclesiastie and lawgiver, seor
and champion, Patrick is the greatest heroic personality
iw the recerds of the Irish. His labors, spiritual and
temporal, redeemed and released a latent foree. the full
fervor and power of which has not spent itscif yet.  This
force, pre-eminently spiritnal, assailed the fabrie and very
toundations of heathenism, purged a great deal, obliterated
much, and, for nearly 1500 years across the world, has
grappled with every enemy—heathen, infidel, and pscudo-
Christian—of tha Cross. This great force not only pnraoed
the minds of our forehears and rejuvenatod the wouls of
the people, but set its scal on the uational aspeci. ho-
coming in time the major factor in moulding, cnavdisg:,
and emblazoning the ideal of independence. Paivick is
not only a 'saint but a heroie figure as well—points in
his personality deserving more consideration at the pre-
sont day by those of us who can only recall for the fime
being a far-away saint. Tooking at the saint wo e
not ignore the natural man; and, by surveving relativels
and studiously the saint and man, and not losing ene
in the other, we arrive at a correct estimation of his
sainthood and a true conception of his heroie qualitivw.
As apostle of the Gael he is the first and most emineunt
of our lLoly men, and not by any means a vague woider-
worker of n dim and distant ape. As purger nud collah-
orator of the makers of the Brehon Laws, as one who
wrote, chanted, and preached in the Goaelie langunme. as
tho inspirator of saints, scholars, poets, stervtellers, ol
soldiers, Patrick is the most heroic figure in the story
of our race. There is no lero, ancient or modern, ean
dim his leroism. The Galle-Reman, the swincherd, the

priest who “heard the voice of the folk who were near
the wood of }ochland nigh to the Western Sea,” is the
greatest of our saints and the noblest .of our heroes.
Patrick lives in history not only from the facts of
his life and mission, but mainly, T should say, as a force,
the only force that won the soul of a great. people and has
never vacated the citadel. Therein 1atrick js with us
to-day, looming larger than ever, more powerful, fearless,
aud restless than when he econfronted King Laighaire at
Tara, and hecame the companion of kings, and the friend
and adviser of the Brehons. The mind of Irish Ireland is
CUatholic. The intense earncstness of her teachers, singers,
preachers, and heroes indicates the strength of the spirit-
furce infused into the national being by the (Gallo-Roman
misgionary. So intense is the fervor and vision of the
raco that at home the faith of Patrick is a bulwark of
alional selidity, and abroad a beacon of splendor. Down
the tong centuries this spirit-forec has come, combating
armics, invigorating the race, foiling stupcndons men-
aces, scatering lellish conspiracics, ‘permeating FEurope,
and overflowing into the marts and desert places of the
world,  To-day we have it struggling and conquering on
foreign fields, and at home bracing the nerves of the people
against a mighty  combination of hate, savagery, and
wreed, When Patriek prayved on Crohan Aigh that the
faith of Licinn might never fail, and when be rose up
from his knees aud locked out over Clew Bay and the
creat Western Sea, he had won from the Most High the
falvest. wift {he Creator could give to a people. There s
no o other gem in the crown of Eirine that sparkles so
brilltantly and atiracls so powerfully.  From her brow
the pearl has never been torn; and to-day milliens the
enrtly over salute the Ywverlasting Throne with the assur-

aiee of the Gael—a salulation 1hat voices the flaming
soul of a faithful people—Crede!

Gooad people, of course, who can derive more satbis-
faction and -eonsolation from a swmart novel or musieal
comiedy  than from the iives of preat mon. will see in
Patrick, as in mest of the saints, a mere name, or, pro-
hably, a national symbol to be passively respected or

wrangled over, Yet, it is from such wmoderns—cultured
and nneultured—that the eriticismis and speculations, born
of pride and ignorance, stream forth, assailing the per-
sonality, labors, miracles, and conguests of tho saints.  In
a4 world uneasy, visionless, and materialistic, the plain
Fiets of sainthood cannet be focussed, ansd criticism and
spoculation ducidental to such failure are watural enough.
With many of us onwo wust see and read auwd thinle to
understand, and eomprehend to appreciate, and helieve
to accept.  The apostle of lreland has come in for his
share of ceritieism: his life and mission have bhoen ques-
tioned.  Even psendo-Christians of the Luiher order have
hravely attempted to weave his personality and mission
into the warp and woof of iheir Wittenberg fabric! And
a few Irish writers of onr dav have cssaved to join the
seepties aud purblind students by sueoring at the giant
flower that blossomed on [rish soil from the mustarvd seed

as an vexotie bloom ! Christianity remoulded, rejuven-
abedd, and strengthened the sonl and body of Treland.  The
seed el on fertile ground., and  gowd gronnd and  good
seedd maintain the tree in natural health,  vigor, and
heauty,

One of our brillianl evities and essavisiz. Mr. Joha

Vulinton (another of the “Dublin myslics™), pavs a dry

Shadow Tissues. Artistic Colourings and Designs.
For Curtains, Loose Covers, Cushion and Shop-
ping Bags—
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Coloured Madras Muslns, 50in. wide.
Grounds, with chintz colourings; Aauvo
grounds, with Art celourings; Green grounds,
with beautiful Pink Roses; Due grovn:ds, with
Chintz colourings; Wine grounds, with Bronze
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Beath’s—Beautifiers
of Homes by the Hundred

The SBeft Furnishinga Department at
Beath’s is all aglow with new stocks
of dainty and aitractive materials
for brightening the home. Let our
oxpert service advise regarding your
colour scheme and decorating prob-
lem generally. Estimates are free,

Cretonnes. Absolutely exclusive designs, im the
newest Art Colourings. For Loose Covers, Cur-
tains, Cushions, Garden Aproms, and Bhopping
Bags—
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Furniture re-covered and removated by experts.
Loose Covers made. The promptest service always.

BEATH’S, Christchurch

FOR ART FURNISHINGS

F. A. LAWS, The SPORTS HOUSE-,-ZQ}-Coﬁrtéﬂay Place, Wellington. Also at Riddiford Street, Newtown.

THE BEST CRICKET MATERIAL can always be -
at our Branch House in RIDDIFORD 8., NEWTOW

gother with & varied and choice range of Ladies’ II audbags end Travelling Requisites.

btained at our Premises in COURTENAY PLACE, or
N. Bporting Goods of every description stocked by ws,
'ProNs 4436,



