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IRTSH NEWS

GENERAL SHERWOOD ON IRISH FREEDOM,

General Isaae R. Sherwood, member of the U.S.A.
House of Representatives from Ohio, made a notable con-
tribution to the Irish cause by his address in Congress on
Jaguary 5. He spoke in part as follows:—

There is an appealing spirit in the air voiced hy all
the potentials of Democracy that the commanding genius
of our Republic should never be cramped to shore lines;
that our mission as a mation should be to carry the be-
nign doctrine of universal brotherhood and equality to
all struggling peoples across the Atlantie. . . As an
American citizen with ne single drop of Irish blood in
my veins, I ecan make a plea for Ireland withont being
aceused of being pro-Irish. If being born in New Eng-
tand of English and Scotech ancestry is a test of Ameri-
canism, then I can pass the acid test, for my ancestors
came over in 1632, not in the Mayflower, hecause the
boat was full, but on the next boat.

Ireland has been strugpgling for autonomy and inde-
pendenca for over 700 years. Ireland is a continental
island surrounded on all sides by seas and cecans, and is
geparated from England by the wide Irish sea. Hence,
there can be no dispute over bhoundaries. In a wide war
to make the world safe for Democracy, Ireland should
have serious consideration. The Irish are a homoegencous
people, aud no other people In either Furope or Asin or
the western continent has ever made such a coustant and
enduring struggle for autonomy and independence as ihe
Irish race. They hold the undisputed world record for
long-continued constancy and courage. Let us not foruet
that Irish patriots bore an important part in all tho
struggles of the 13 American celenies for independence.
Irish blood was shed on every battlefield of the seven
years’ war. The first bold utterance “*Give me Liberty
or give me Death!”’ was the Irish voice of Patrick Henry,
the most inspiring, ail-pervading, and potent of all the
patriotic voices of the epoch.

After reciting thie names and exploits of Irish patrivis
in America’s cause since Colonial days, the speaker cou-
tinued ;: —

Ingratitude is one of the basest of human frailtics,
The appeal for frea Treland i3 not a tar ery. Ti we as
a. nation believe in our own professions, if the heroic
traditions of 1776 have uot heen cffaced, we must heavken
to this appeal. Wea have already established o new and
frea Poland for the Poles. We have grateinl memories
of two great Polish soldiers, Kosciusko and Pulaski, wloe
came to us in the siress and travail in the seven vears
struggle for independence.  Hence every patriotic Ameris
can eitizen glories in this free and enlaveed Poland.  Lel
us glorify ourselves ancw by a continental appeal for o
freo Iretand.

T am for free Ireland for the Trish: for froe Poland
for the Poles: for Armenia for the Armentans: for Serhia
for the Serbians, aud for-all peoples around the world
who have shown by fidelity and courage and constaney that
they are entitled under God's benign Providenee o live
their own lives,

WIHAT THE JTRISH WAXNT.

Mr., George Bernard Shaw (says Mr. Hugh Martin in
the Daily News) has announced his agreement with Lol
Hugh Cecil, Sir Horace Plunkett, and Mr. Josepl Doevlin
that the only straight road out of the Irish bog lics throngh
an Irish National Constituent Assembly charged with the
task of telling the world what it is that tho Irish people
as a whole really want.

Count Plunketf, in a letter to the Dueily News, stales
that what the Irish want is to be left alone. He wriles:
“Irish opinion i3 not a matter of coujecture: tho over-
whelming Irish vete for an independent republic has heey
followed up hy the session of the Dail, the native Parlia-
ment, the fermation of a Mimstry, and the carrying out
of a series of schiemes, political and ndustrial, by that
Government. The Dail has established law courts for the
settlement of disputes, has started a system of land pur-
chase for landless men, is working up Irish [isheries, is
tackling the housing question, cucouraging co-operation,
arranging for direet trading with outside nations—cdeal-
ing with many of the countiry’s needs that England has
ignored or traded on to Ireland’s injury. Irish consuls
have been appointed te several countries. Fnpgland's at-
tempt to prevent the operation of the organised national
will of Ireland has failed. The Republic grows sturdier
every day, and its friends increase in strength and num-
bers with every act of viclence against it. Awnd Ireland
remains a wnit that can never be divided.”

i e —,

MUST KNOW IRISH.

Most Rev. Dr. O'Sullivan, Bishop of Kerry, informed
a (leputatn_ou frr)_m the Kerry Gaoltacht Conference in
lralqe, whieh waited on him, that he agreed to two re-
solutions, passed by the Conference, and was prepared to
usk school wnanagers to give them effect. ‘The resclutions
were: (1) That henceforward no primary teacher get an
appointment in a I{erry school who does not hold a ‘‘bi-
lnl;__f,unl’_’ certificate for teaching; (2) that Irish be iniro-
dueed hnmediately within school hours inte all classes in
all schools in Kerry, where there arc teachers capablo of
teaching it.

His Lordship also approved of a third resolution, that
tvu(:lu-rsA whin had not cortificates for the teaching of Trish
he required to secure them within a reasomable tine bt
he said that oniy moral suasion could he used i0 :Qifect
that object. 1t would not hoe inequitable, heowever, to
debar from  promoetion within theivr own parishes .:;uch
teachers as Failed to sccure certificates. Tho Bishop anth-
orised the Diecesan Inspector, who was present at thoe
awdience, to  inform managers of his wishes on these

points,

Regarding another resolution of the conference his
_Lm'g]slnp said ho was hut doing his duty in decidin;_r,,that
I fubure entrants 1o the pricsthood in his dioecse shonkl
liave o competent knowledge of Trish, and it was a neces-
sary corollary that the schools should teach it efficient)y
amd that teachers and others should do thejr duty io-
wards the  nalional  tongue. )

TRELAND AND THE POWERS.
In the dssue of Lo roire, a widelv-cirenlating Paris
paper, which wnnounced tha arrival of MAT. L]U\'(IDGL‘()I'HI‘
and Nitti in the French capital on Friday last (says the
London 'ilictic Times of January 17y, appeared under
ﬂ"‘_‘ dnnouncement o statemont headed in larpe letters
"I!w Irish E’ruhlf'm e Irelund’s Wish.”  This statcment.
\\‘-Inuh was supplied by Mr. Sean P, (’Kelly and AT, 't
({,1]\,11:]1,11[()“1?.\])‘1:;:”’“;g(:(irﬁ\lg il]m'gn‘runont-e?@ctv r)_f the ‘1 rish
Parts, s at after tho United States
l‘e:ul entered the war the Fnglish Governinent, to Zain
1!'I’HilAl‘f‘(‘]'}l]I.‘\ - Ireland. had promised to sottle the Irish
question e aecordance with the principie of self-@etor-
nitnation put forward by President Wilson in his Fourteen
Points, and that Mr. Tloyd Goorge in Aupust, 1918, had
dectared that befure the close of the fifth yvenr of the war
the wrmies of America and the Allies would have con-
gacried and woull have assured by their vietory, in the
words of President Wilson, the rule of peoples fonuded on
Hlt; vonsend of the woverned amd susiained by the wnited
opinion of the homan race. But at tho ?w,qi.nninp; of the
new yvear the same British Covernment was preparing to
renew gnore dicreely thaw ever its cannpaien of violence
against the Trish people.  The statement contained a pro-
tese against e nidlitarist excesses in Iroland” ab the
moment wlhen the world pezee was about to ho ratified
and called attention 1o the prebable reseits, “nnless Franee
and the other civilised Powers intervened.’”  La Croir, in
a note. =ays: Phis intervention by the Peace Conference
in e inkernal affairs of States is diffiendt and mav be
said to he contrary 4o n general rale which has been laid
dowi, But the cause of Ireland has too many sympathisers
nol {o tind expression.”  The Croir then gives the con-
cluding puric of the statement, which declared that “in
the absener of every otlier means of defence, Ireland was
decidedly resolved 1o wmake au appeal alse to force and
to proteet hor rights with unshakable firnmoess o the end.”
[t is to he heped she will not engage it such an unequal
strnele,

THE WANDERER TO YIS LOVIL

F have brought you strange gifts oub of far lands,
Silks, and the plumes of birds;

I Lave given my life into your hands:

Bul how can I hring yon words?

T have forged you sounps out of battle-ories;
But when to yvour side 1 come,

The marvel of vour soft faco and marical eyes
Holds me, and [ am dumh.

Perliaps when 1 am beaten in the fight, {allen in the race,
When my last song is sung,

And wo grow old in some secret, intimato place,

Then will my love find tongue.

—Vaxcs PaumEeR, in the New Wilness,

FIRE
ACCIDENT
MARINE

The Phoenix

Tunds, £17,000,000.

Established 1782)
(Fstablis Olaima Paid, £98,000,000.



