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IRELAND’S RIGHT TO INDEPENDENCE
(By Eamon db Valera, in America.)

For over 1000 years Ireland possessed and fully exer-
cised sovereign independence, and was recognised through-
out Europe as a distinct sovereign State. The hope of
recovering full and permanent sovereignty has always lived
in the breasts of the Irish people, and has been the main-
spring and the inspiration of their political activities. All
liberty-loving nations of the world owe to the Irish the
recognition of the independence of Ireland, not only be-
cause of the indisputable right of the people of Ireland
to govern their own national destinies, but also because
that right is denied by England on grounds which are a
negation of national liberty everywhere, and entirely sub-
versive of international peace and order.

England being a maritime Power, dependent for
safety on her navy, because of the proximity of Ireland
deems it a practical necessity to dominate Ireland. Ire-
land is not as near to England as Belgium, or Holland, or
France is to Germany, as Norway is to Sweden, or as Por-
tugal is to Spain. Yet, England resists Ireland’s demand
for independence on the ground that a free Ireland is in-
compatible with the security of England, or Great Britain,
or of the British Empire. On such a ground the subjuga-
tion of any small nation by a neighboring Great Power
could be justified. Basing its action on the pattern of
England, a State could claim the -right to suppress the
independence of any nation whose continued liberty that
State declared incompatible with its own security.

This very proximity makes independence essential to
Ireland, if Irish rights are not to bo sacrificed to English
interests. Ireland, according to the British Navy League,
is merely a naval out-port to be governed for the benefit
of its foreign masters. English prosperity being dependent
on her maritime commerce, Ireland’s national harbors, the
best in Europe, are kept empty of mercantile shipping, ex-
cept such as carries the restricted trade between Ireland
and Great Britain. Ireland cannot admit that the inter-
ests of one country", be they what they may, shall be al-
lowed to annul the national rights of another country.
If England be justified in this respect, there is an end to
national rights, and all nations must be prepared either
to submit to armed interests or to make war against them.

English rule has never been for the benefit of Ireland,
has never been intended for the benefit of Ireland. It
has done all in its power to isolate Ireland from Europe
and America, to retard her development, and to deprive
her of a national civilisation. So far as Ireland is lack-
ing in internal peace, is behind other countries in educa-
tion and material progress, is limited in her contributions
to the common civilisation of mankind, these defects are
the visible consequences of English intrusion and domina-
tion. The English temper towards the cause of Irish
national liberty" has produced intolerable results in Ire-
land. Chief of these results are depopulation, and de-
struction of industries and commerce; overtaxation ; diver-
sion of rents, savings, and surplus incomes from Ireland
to England; obstruction of economic development and
social improvement; exploitation for the benefit of English
capital; fomenting of religious animosities; repression of
national culture; keeping Ireland “under the microscope”
by a monstrous system of police rule; perversion of jus-
tice; subservience as the price of admission to the judi-
ciary ; corruption of the jury system ; organised espionage,
perjury, and provoked crime; and military government.

“The government of a people by itself,” wrote John
Stuart Mill <[Representative Government, c. xviii.) “ has
a meaning and a reality; but such a thing as the govern-
ment of one people by another does not and cannot exist.”
Consequently, the people of England depute the power they
hold over Ireland to a succession of satraps, military and
civil, who are quite irresponsible and independent of pop-
ular control, English or Irish, and who represent no in-
terest of the Irish people.

Ireland’s complete liberation must follow upon the
application of America’s principles. The rejection of these
principles is implied in the refusal to recognise Ireland’s
right of self-determination. We adhere to the numerous
declarations by which America’s President has emphasised
the persistence of an evident principle running through
the whole programme he has outlined. “It is the prin-
ciple of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and their
right to live on equal terms of liberty and safety with one
.another, whether they be strong or . weak. Unless this
principle be made its foundation, no part of the structure
of international justice can stand.”

If England objects to the application of this prin-
ciple in the settlement of the case 'of Ireland, .England
thereby testifies that her international policy is based on
her own selfish interests and not on the recognition of

the rights of others;. that in her future dealings with other
nations -she may be expected, when opportunity arises,to make her interests prevail" over others’ rights; and that
she means to rule Ireland for profit toto prevent the establishment of beneficial intercourse be-tween Ireland and other countries, and to possess securely
both naval and mercantile domination in all seas, but espe-cially in the north Atlantic.

...Through a general election Ireland has already clearly
demonstrated her will. The Irish people are thoroughly
capable 'of taking immediate charge of their national and
international affairs. They are at least not less capable
than any of the peoples endowed with national status
since the beginning of the war. By a procedure not less
valid than has been held good elsewhere, they have consti-
tuted a national government. • Ireland’s restoration to
the society of free nations will be a warrant of the good
faith of the new international order and a reassurance to
all the smaller nations. It will be an earnest to other
peoples if justice to Ireland be not “denied or sold or
delayed,” that England’s naval power is not hostile to the
rights and legitimate interests of other countries.

Ireland’s voice in the council of the nations will be
wholly in favor of peace and justice. Her liberty cannot
infringe on that of any other people. She will not make
or favor any war of aggression. The prosperity to which
she looks forward'"confidently, fortified by the memory of
her unexampled progress during a brief period of legis-
lative but not executive independence (1782-1798), will
contribute to the prosperity of all countries in relations
with her.

The ambition of Ireland will be to recreate that period
of her ancient independence of which she is proudest, when
she gave freely of her great treasures to every • nation
within her reach, and entertained no thought of recom-
pense or of selfish advantage. And in proportion as Eng-
land gives earnest of disinterestedness and goodwill, in
like proportion will Ireland show her readiness to join in
making the past pass into history.

THE LANES OF LANDEWEDNAOK.

Grey gloom the roofs through the grey smoke swirling;
Grey looms over a grey slit of sky.

Groans of the labor of fierce wheels whirling
Rumble through the window as the hosts go by.

But the lanes of Landewednack, how they blossom in the
spring!

How the young birds chatter and the big birds sing!
How the branches whisper where the strong trees swing

In the lanes of. Landewednack by the sea.

Bald lie the streets where a bleak wind blowing
Drives on the dust in a choking cloud

Over the Life tides, ebbing and flowing,
Haunted by cries of the broken and bowed.

But the lanes of Landewednack they are fresh and fair;
How the flowers ring carillon on the scented air!
And my heart goes out in longing for the treasures rare

In the lanes of Landewednack by the sea.

Pain printed scars mar the pale sad faces
Of toil-worn men and women wan with woe,

Bearing the phantoms of former graces—
Ghosts of a beauty of long ago.

But in lanes of Landewednack there’s a song bespeaks
Happiness to whosoever sweet rest seeks,
For Beauty blossoms roses on the children’s cheeks

In the lanes of Landewednack by the sea.
—Bernard Moore, in the New Witness.

Another who knelt at the feet of the Sovereign Pontiff
this week (says the Rome correspondent of an exchange
under date December 1) is of interest to men of Celtic
blood—i.e., the Right Rev. Edward O’Rourke, Bishop of
Riga, son of Count O’Rourke and grandson of the famous
General O’Rourke, of the Russian Army. The O’Rourkes
are one of the old Irish families that stood by King James
11., and on the fall of this monarch left home and country,
eventually settling in Russia and becoming one of the lead-
ing powers there. Bishop O’Rourke preserves a profound
love for the land from which his fathers had to fly, a
love as deep and as strong as I remember having heard
The O’Neil and The O’Donel, the lineal descendants ofc the Prince of Tyrone and the Prince of Tyrconnel, declare
in Madrid some years ago. Dr. O’Rourke was elevated to
the Episcopacy last year, and he is only 40. Accompanying
him is Canon Stantzin, who under the regime of the Czar
fought the good, fight for the Faith. The Bishop has been
visited by the heads of the Celtic houses in the Eternal
City. He leaves for his residence on the Baltic Sea this
week. . ■ :? £•
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