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CHRISTCHURCH CATHOLIC CLUB

(From our own correspondent.)

The new rooms sceured by the Christchureh Catholie
Club, in Victoria Chambers, Victoria Square, were form-
ally opened on Wednesday evening, lebruary 25. The
club’s energetic president (Mr. J. R. Hayward) conducted
the evening’s proceedings, aud there were present his
Lordship Dr. Brodie, Very Rev. Dr. Kennedy, Adm., Rev.
Brother Phelan, and about 50 members, amougst them
such staunch supporters of the club as dessrs. J. Bickson,
E. L. McKeon, G. Dobbs, & Cordery, W. Hayward, and
ithe clab scerctary (Mr. D. Dugay). The clubrooms, though
not spacleus, arve very neat and well furnished, and with
the good piane and billinrd table shonld appeal to wmem-
hers as a place for evening resore. The president read
an apology from Sir George Clifford, who was anable to
attend, but forwarded a donation of £3, The halance
sheet for the year ended August 31, 1919, was submitted,
discussed, and adopted.  This showed receipts to have heen
(inclnding  balanee forward), £187 10s 6d; expenditure,
£94 18s 10d; eredit balance, €12 lis 2d; exeess of assets
over liabilities, L£101 Vs 11d. His Lordship the Bishop,
who was rececived with applanse, said that to he present
that eventng aud witness renewed interest in the Catholic
Club was to Lim a source of very greal pleasure,  He
wighed to impress oo mewmbers the need for all of them
to be enthustastic o the elub’s welfare, so that the great
henetits to be derived should b foldly endoved. Rederving
1o the honors gained by the elub o debauing and Iterary
work, the Bishop satd he wanted to see these stccesses
repeated in the near fnrtouee. I oorder o show s own
practical interest. L wounld ke his year’s donation £
and gearantee anoiher €20 40 needed, Speaking of teunis
Bishop Drodie said that o new conrt was about 1o be
laid v the Cathedral crounds, so thar the cluh conld
count on havinge two courts at its disposal, and therefore
ecater For o creater anmber of plarers than heretofore.
His Lordship conclided by wishing the session jusi opeuned
every sueces< gl the club every prosperity. AMree 10 L
MeKeon., on hebalt of the oxeentive aod members, ex-
pressed hearty appreciation of the prosence of his Tord-
ship Dr. Brodie that cvening, Smee his advent to the
diocese Lis Lordship had <hown o lively interest in the
club's weltare,  He trusted that members would so rally
round (he einb that there wonkd he no necessity for avail-
ing of Bishop HBrodic's coarmonree offers AMeo MeKeon then
spoke af the departure of Mro B RL flavward 1o the Old

Country.  Mr. Havward'~ work s president of the celub
could vever b exeethad, and the executive felt it inenmbent
ta wive him some soall token of s appreciation, He

trusted that M. Havward's Arip would be enjovable and
profitable, and tn asking i 1o aecept o fine set of wald
studs wished Wim o s=ale return, Mr. Havward, who was
taken Ly osurprise. said e felt e diffienit fo express his
foolings, o had been civen eredit Tor his interest in che
club. If he bl been aetive o this respeet it had Deen
firstlv beeause he was o Catholice—prowd of his religion—

atd secondly hecarnee he pealisod 1he necessity for vouny
men as Cathwlies to omeei and bold interconrse inoa place
with a Catholie atuoesnlere, Hi=s ideals regarding the

proper coustitution avd favoeaching elatms of the cluh
wore not yvet  pealived, hot he weusted that some day
they woul:d her Mo Flevward Uioiked the exeentive for
their handsame wilt. which he vatlued esoecinlly for the
apivit of good Fecling {hat aceompanied it. Concelnding,
Al Masward apvennesd to mewbers that Mr. Dickson
had generonsly pilaced ar the disposal of the chub for social
funclions (e op floor of Carlion Cale. . The offer was
enthusiastically voceived, Very Reve Do Kennedy maoved
a hearty vote of thanks to ihe retiring officers—Moessrs,
TR, Havward and W, Hareineton. Mro 1 Lo MeKeon
donated €5 towards the expenses of the coming session,
The following ave the oflicers for the ensuing vear:—
Patrons, His Lordship the Bishop and Sir Georpe Clifford ;
president, Ar. 1. 00 Amodeos hono vice-presidents. Thrs.
Morkane, OV Brien, Acdosh, Messrs, O Ward, B 17,
Darby. . Burke. ¥. T, JMeKeon, Dr. Hight, J. 8. Bar-
rott, C. S Harper. H. 1. Tonehnan, AL J. Mallev, AL
O'Reiliv: active vice-presidents, T . MeIWeon, W, Dobhs,
P AMeNamari; copmitiee, Messes. PP Nelsono ¢, Barnett,
J. Flhonuelly, B, Riordan, and F. Tealy. Cheers for lis
Fordship the Tishop and the retiring president concluded
the procerdings.

CHRISTIAN RROTHERS' CARNIVAL
HIBERNTAN STALT--WENNING NUMBERRS,
£25 Gold Nuewet., No. 5838 Ok Cheval, 2234 Ladjes

Costume, 813; Steel Fngravine (£5), 631 Overmantel,
1109 Wristlet Walceh, 852; Kodak Camcera, 756; Three
Fat Sheep, 613 Doll’s Hause, 601 Twin Bahy Deolls, 74;
Ton of Coal, 8G7: Silk Kimona, 10.

MILTON CATHOLIC SCHOOL PICNIQ.

The pupils of St. Joseph’s Convent School, Milton,
were treated to their annual pienie by the congregation
ou Saturday, February 29. The outing was at Taieri
Mouth, and the weather being favorable there was a full
muster of school children as well as about 80 adults. The
train and boat facilities allowed the 170 picnickers to spend
a fairly full day, and thoroughly enjoyable time in the
trip on Mr. J. Knarston’s motor launches from ~Titri down
the picturesque reaches of the Taieri. The train and
boat fares for the children were paid for out of the picaic
fund, wlhich previously had becn liberally subscribed to
by members of the congregation, and there was a suffi-
civnl amount also available to allow of the committee
dispensing fruit and cordials on a liberal scale. Pleasure
was added to the trips up and down the river by vocal
items, and choruses rendered by the children added zest
to the holiday spirit prevailing. On the launches arriving
at Taieri Mouth lafding shortly before 11 a.m., the com-
witteo had a weleome surprise in finding that Mr. Knars-
ton had the coppers heiling and a sofficient supply of
tirewood o hand,  There were keen appetites after the
morning’s trip, aud the first tea, followed by an interval
of gwanes on the heach, ancther call was mwade to the
bieilers and  baskets, then competitions for children and
adults were held on the beach, cash prizes being given.
Thers were good entries in all evenls, and several adults
mace their waiden performances on the running track.
After the last cups of tea had been served round, the
pienic party gatherod at the landing, and before sotting
off on the return journey hearty cheers were given for
Mr. Kuarston aud Mrs. Sinclair, in appreciation of their
assistance and  kindnesses.  The committee, which com-
prised Tev. Father Howard, Mesdames J. Plever, J. Pow-
lev, JJ. Coleman, H. Stewart, €. Martin, Miss Grealish,
Miss Iowdall, Messrs, J. Fox, R. Grealish, J. Powley, 1.
Dolan, ', Curran, 1. Pabey, and W. Kirby, deserve to
be commended on tho excellent manner in which they car- -
rivdd out all arrangements, not a hitch or accident oceur-
ring all day.

MOGR. ROBERT HUGH HBENSON'S LOVE FOR
[RELAND,

The late  Right Rev. Mur. Robert Hugh Benson's
warmiyv-expressed Jove for the Irish was such as would inm-
dicate ihat this converc son of an Anglican Archbishop
of Canterbury must almost liave wished thiat he had been
born in Erin.

The faithful and loving Catholic novelist saw in the
wighty Tuith amd sufferings of the Irish a section of the
kingdom of God upon earth which sent him almost into
raptures.  Indeed, an Irishman might almost repret that
be did not write an Trish pnovel or two, though that, per-
haps, was beyvend what he felt io be his province, if he
cver Lthought of it.

In his life of ihe Monsignor, Father Martindale men-
tions i visit which the novelist paid to Killarney House
in 1904, at the invitation of the late Countess of Ken-
mare.  Ifrom it he wrote an enthusiastic letter which in-
chuded the following passages: —

“Phe whele place breathes faith.

CLowent round to see some poor people this morning
with TLady Castleresse, and saw such amazing things—
people i the most hopeless habitations, eobbled stones an
the floor, real saints lving on the beds, with all their
supernalural friends’ portraits on thoe shelf—crueifix, Qur
Lady, St. Patrick, and so on. One woman was dying of
eancer, heaming.  Another dyving of some ether awful
thing—calling everyone ‘darling,” myself included, and ab-
solutely serene with happiness.  They don’t mind death
or pain at alll It is as natural to suffer and die as to
Jive, and has the advantage of being supernatural too.
[ wish T had the thousandth part of their chance of heaven.
They seem ltke the real Royal Family of heaven.”

Again, in another connection, he showed that he was
mnst at home in Treland; —

. “Don’t mind what they say,” he wrote. “Go to TIre-
land and see for vourself. It does me more good than auv
country in the world. The aivr throbs with grace and
faith. That's whyv the Briton doesn’t like it. The rest
i« LITS., Don't bother at all about it.”?

And, says Father Martindale. “‘the essentially Irish
spirit was to him like oxypgen for the soul.”

Omr Lord has for us a love so unsearchable, so fender,
that He wishes us to share in aill He does. The Creator
of the universe awaits the prayer of a poor soul to save
a multitude of other souls, ransomed, like her, at the price
of His Blood.—The Little Flower.
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