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by every wind of passion, and hopelessly facing tragic
misery and failure. Helpless, hopeless humanity ap-
pealed to him. He felt that only the restoration of
religion, of the interior life of the individual, of prayer
and union with the Toly Spirit, of interior peace and
fortitude, could heal the sorrows of mankind and ve-
store to order the welter of the world. e was a
leader of his age. Tle lesson he preached and taught
was that men must come back to God, live in His pre-
sence, seeking his guidance and grace by constaut and
abiding prayer.
*

In 1863, with seven priests, he set himse.:lf the
gigantic task of converling America. Oue ot them
died almost immediately, and in a letter Father lec-
ker wrote at the time is vevealed the fearless sloul af
the man who knew he could do all things in the
strength given by God to Flis apostles: “We areounly
six. Two of these quite broken down. A fine sel of
fellows we are to set afoot the conversion of the cotin-
try. Dou't be alarmed. We have now taken root in
eternity.””  Fle believed in the perfection of exterior
wark. but he alwo believed that labor not iuspirved and
fired by interior perfection and constaunt prayer wonld
be fruitless. ITe saw what an army the Church would
have il only individual Catholic men and women would
becone noi only faithful children, but faithful mis-
sionaries of Chvist, illustraiing, explaining both by
example and by word, in their lives and in their
speech, the doctvines of the Church and the right
soctal and ethical prineiples of questions of the dav.
Ile labored and totled for a well-informed talty, and
for an efiective Catholic press.  He wonld have the
laity vicilant, Ureless, and aggressive workers [ov the
caunse of Chvist in the world. This earnest convert
never tired of telling Catholics that the Church s the
euide given us by God and that it 1z there we must
go for the =clution of all problems,  What men the
are wants if we are to win back the world, Father
Hecker lells us in the tollowing words of solemn -
portance: “The age i: superficial 1 it needs the yift
of wisdfom, which enables the soul to contemplate truth
in its uitimate causes.  The aee iz matevialistic: it
needs the gift of snte/liycmec, by the Hiohi of which the
inteilect penetrates into the ewsence of things. The
age Iz captivated by a false and one-sided science: 1
11\eeds the ¢ift of «rivnre, b\.' the lig‘h{ of which iz zeen
each order of truth in its true relation to other orders
and in a divine unity. The age is in disorder and is
ignorant of the way to lrue progress: it needs the
gift of rownsel, which teaches how to choose the pro-
\per nieans to attain an object.  The age is impious:
it needs the wift of wiery, which leads the soul fo Teak
up to Gorl as the Tleaveuly Father. and {o adove 11im
with feelings of filial alfection and love. The age is
sensual aud effeininate; it needs the gift of fartitude,
whicell imparts to the will the strengih to endure the
greatest burdeus, and fo prosecuie -ihe greatest en-
terprises with eaxe and hevoimin, The age has lost and
almost forgotten God: it weeds the wift of frer 1o
bring the =zoul again to God, and wake it feel con-
sciots of its responsibilities and destiny. Men endowed
with these ifts are the men [or whom, if it bul kuew,
the age calls. Men whose minds ave enlightened and
whose wills are stvengthened by an increased action
of the TToly Hpirit. Men whose souls are acinated
by the gifts of the Holv Spirit. DMen whose counfen-
ances are lit up with a heavenly joy, who breathe an
inward peace, and act with a holy liberty and a re-
sistless energy. One such soul does more to advinica
the kingdom of God than tens of thousands withoul
these gifts. These are the men and thLis is the wav,
if the age could be oniy wade 10 see it and believe it,
to universal restoration, uuniversal reconciliation, and
universal progress, as far as such boons are atlain.
able.”’ Father Hecker realised that in the world
there are two great forces arrayed against each other :
the Church which stands for justice, truth, order, and
morality ; and the revolutionary spirit—the logical off-

spring of Protestantism—which makes for godlessness,
disorder, and ruin. “Only the universal principles
of reason and revelation grasped and welded by such
an organic world power as the Catholic Church can
gutde aright the tumultuous masses of mankind when
the transition from oue phase of civilisation to another
has begun.”” e saw clearly the need for religious
education. Tle felt that secular schools were sowing
the seeds of personal irresponsibility, of ignorance of
the wmeral law, of forgetfulness of God. Tle condemned
vehemently the upholders of the secular system which
was sapping in the seuls of the youth of America the
foundations of religion and driving them intoinfidelity.
Mindiul of the work of women in tha past, he em-
phasised their wanderful power for good in the pre-
sent age,  Tle would have them become active apostles,
ready and willing o bear the wessage of Catholic truth
and Catholic love and to extend the kingdom of God
or earth. No man knew better what a power for good
s mother, sister, wife, or friend, and how love for a
good woman ean influence men when perhaps nothing
elsa can. '
*

Father Tfecker is dead and gone to his reward.
s spivitual childven earry on nebly and fruitfaily
the work to which he called them., In the puipit and
in the press, the Paulist. Fathers arve doing real apes-
tolie work for the kinedom of God to-day, following
Faithiully in ihe footsteps 60 their eveat founder, and
feaching men and women to find in the Chuarch the
secret of peace and sirength, threngh prayer and union
with the (foly Spirit of God. Tle is long dead, but
his message vemams.  Alay the burning words of this
realons convert lead onr veaders to see the Church as
he saw it to love i a< he did, and to find in it all
the bLappiness thai he found. May they lead us all
to eultivate wilhin ourselves the gifts of ihe Tfoly
spirit which can veform the world—Wisdon. TUndoer-
standing, Fortitude, Knowledoe, Piety, and {he Fear
of the Tord. in which are the tiue vemedies for all
the =ocial and national evils of humanity to-day.
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NOTES

Protestant Literature

We are not going to deal here with {hat filth
and scurrility which in New Zealand has come to be
known as Protestant Literature.” Qur remarks con-
cern the Inughable efforts at fiction made by Protes-
tant authors who try te portray with some show of
{truth the Catholic Church. The books that these
people wrile ave in matter of fact lwmorous books.
Possibly thoese for whom they were wrilten see no fun
in Ahker. but for the most ignerant Catholic reader
who 3= fachish enough 1o go through them they abound
in ridiculous absnvdities.  Onee in a while it is rood
to have a langh: Tlorace told us so long ago, and
even St. Thomas Aguinas agrees with him.  Fawte Jr
neicowr . let us enjov those dear simpletons who write
from abysmal depths of jgnorance concerning us.

s

**The Bonfire"”

" The other day we picked up a book called The
Banfire. The picture of a stern, Torquemada-looking
Teuit on the wrapper urged us {o Joolk through if,
It was a treat. Tt (ried to describe iife in a Jesuit
college—{rom a guasi-sympathetic point of view too.
Jut ignorance shrieked aloud from every mpage, and
a more grotesque hook conld bardly be written. e
mention a few examples, Deseribing a Benediction
Service, we get: “The priest foliowed with slow, ma-
jestic steps.  lle was arvayed in a silken riveisible,
which shone like purple or gold in the light, while
jewels =ewn on it glittered like little eyes. 1is large
square-toed boots showed now and then beneath the
white laee whieh adorned the hem nf his cassoel:.”
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